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and accurate account of the cufloms and'‘iman- 
ners of the feveral nations with. whom this 
Jaily converfed, than he. can in any other 
author, But; as her ladythip’s penetration dif 
covers the inmoft folties of che’ heare, fo-the 
candour of her temper paffed over them with 
am air of pity, rather than. reproach; treating 
with the politenefs of a court, andthe gentle- 
nef of a lady, what the feverity of her judy- 
ment could not but condemn.” 


“In fhort, let her own fex, at ieatt, do her 
jultice, lay alide diahotical Envy, and its dro 
ther Malice *, with all their accurfed campa~ 
ny, ly whifpering, cruel beck-biting, fpitefut 
detradtion, and the re& of that hideous crew, 
which, I hope, arc very faltely faid to attend 
the Tea-Tabh, being more apt to think they 
frequent. thofe publick places, where virtudas 
women never come. Let the men malign 
one anciher, if they think fit,and rive to pull 
down merit, when they cannot equal it. Let 
us be better natured, than to gjve way to any” 
unkind or ditrefpectiul thought of io bright 
an crnament of our fex, merely becanfe the 
has better fenfe ; for 1 doubt not but-our 
hearts wil! cell us, that this‘is the real and une 

pardonable 











re elegant preferer bas re‘otved, that Metice 
he he niatoui’ne genders. believe iv is both sygjeals 
fide and ferucaise, and 1 beartily with it were asater, : 
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~patdimable offence, whatevermay:be pretend 
‘eds Let'ug be better Chritians, than to took: 
upon her. -with an evil eye, only becaule ‘the ” 
‘giker of all. geod gifts has entrufted and adorn. 
tag her with the mot excelicnt talents, Ree. 
ther let us freely own the Superiority of this 
fublime genius, as Ida, iv the fincesity ‘of 
my foul, leafed that a wteman triumphs,and 
proud to in her train. Let us offer 
cher the palm which is fo juftly her due 5 and 
if we pretend to any 
dy at ber feet. 
Decemoer 18. 1724. M. A. 












HU had wit, ¥d celebrate her nur, 

And all tie deauties of ber mind proclaim. }* 
‘Til Malice, teefen’d with the mighty found, 
ts BLeoncerted calumnies confound; 

det fail the matk, th pale Envy meet, 
To afk, and find, their pardon athes feet. 


Charm’d intolove of v. hatobfeures my me: 





You fee, Madam, how I lay every thing at 
youre. As the tavtology thews ‘the po 
verry of ny genius, it likewife thews the ex- 
tent of your empire over my "jenagination. 
May 3a. 3725000 
ADVER. 


ADVERTISEMENT: 
Orn THE‘ 


EDITOR 


Tis editor of thefe Letters, who, daring 
his refidence at Venice, was honoured with 
the elteem and friendihip of: their ingenious 
and elegant authory prefents them to the pub. 
lick, for the swo following reafons : 


Fir, Becanfe t wos the manifeft intenti- 
on of the late Lady My W—~-y M—e, 
that this senor Coitserion of her let 
rers. thould be communicated to the pudlick; 
an indgution declared, not uly to the editor, 
but to a few more chofen friends, to whom 
the gave copies of tbe incomparable ket. 
tery 


‘The jeegad, and! principal reafon, that has 
engeped the editor. tb let this CoileQion fer 
Bal MPa tae th 
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the light, is, that yn? pabicarion of thefe Iets 
ters will be an immort.? monument to the 
memory of Lidy M——y W—-y Me, 
red wal thes, a longs the Englith arguage 
endures, the fpiilac ners of her wot, the fe 
Ndity “her juugmeur, one ereent of herknuws 
fedge, Che esmce of Ber rite, and the oa 
eellence of here cd eh ira ter. 





Tre. 6 7 Cae rernasy tere pao. 
Tete ytar hee 8 2 Gbea trom * e 
tela pan taner oo hee Ladvalu, ot ve 


aes 





“he letters trom Rovthen, Vienna, Dre 
en, Peres wara on, belgiaet, Adrtanoy fe, Cone 
tawinenc, Pera, “tunes, Genes. Lyons, and 
Pors, are tank che sot curious and ans 
tere th g past of this pubhcation, and, both 
pe pom a. Arisa om, ar, to fay ry 
reve mf tom, Sngntesy worthy of the eure 
rity and attention of ot! m7 of ted. and w 
ven of stoma cf fejtea. AS to thofe fre 
mate readers, vo read fn amy iovemest, and 
Rink their bows ca antpwl Unng, Uf 9 
nor Jedoned by omtenedty d cbarma, they wad 
Ind om cede ners wh a hey ek tory and 
Bie bes their author, an ornament and 
swodel to them fox. 









LET- 








LETTER - 


TO THE COUNTESS OF =e 


Rotterdam, Aug. 3. ©. 5. 17396, 


I FLATTER mylcif, dear Sifter, that I fhall 
Biveycufome pleafure in fexting you know that, 
T have fafely palfed the fea, theagh we had 
the iif fox fa ftorm. We were perfua- 
ded by the captain of the yacht to fcr out in 
aealm, and he pretended there was nothing 
fo eafy as to tide it outs bur, after toro days 
Nowly moving, the wind blew fo hard, that 
none of the failors could keep their fect, and 
we were alt Sunday night toiled very hand 
fomely, Lnever saw a san more frighted than 
the esptain, For my part, I have beef 
teaky sneither to faifer from fear’ nor featick- 

Yon. | ais A 











"t fee sayfa once more upon ‘dey land, that 
Tiswould snot. ftay: til the: ‘yacht could: get 40 
* Rotterdam, but went in the fonz-beat to Hel. 
voetfluys, wher: we had voitures to carry us 
to the Briel. i wa: charmed with the ncat- 
nefs of that Jittle towns but my arrival at 
Rotterdam, prefented me a new {cene of plea- 
fure. Ailthe fkreets are paved with hroai itones, 
and Sefore many of the meanelt artificers doors 
are. placed feats of various coloured marbles, 
fo neatly kept, that, I affure you, E 
almolt ail aver the town yelterday, incagaii 
in my flippers, withow: receiving one Spot of 
dist 3 and you may fee the B 
ing the pavement of the ftree, w 
plication than ours do our bed-chambers. The 
town fecnss {5 full of people, with fuch buly 
faces, all in motion, that 1 can hardly faney 
it_is not fome eclebrited fair; but T fee ie ie 
every Gay the fame, "Tie certain no town 
tan. be more advantageovily firuated for cum~ 
merce. Here cre feven large canals, on which 
the merchants fhips core upto the very.doges 
(their honfes. ‘The thops and warchosies’ 
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ate nf.9 furprizing neatnets apd magnificence, 
“ted ‘with an incredible quantity of fine mer < 
ehandife, and fo much cheaper than what we 
fee in England, that 1 have much ado to per- 
fuade.myfelf Iam ftill fo near it. Here is’ 
neither dirt nor beggary to be feen. One is 
not fhocked with thofe loathfome cripples, fo” 
common in London, tor teazed with the ime 
portunity of idle fellows and wenches, that 
vhufe to be nafty and lazy. The common 
férvants, and litle fhop-women, here, are 
sore nicely clean, than moit of our ladies 5 
and the great variety of neat dreties (every 
woman dreifing her head after her own fa- 
; thion) is an additional pleafure ia fezing the 
frown. You fee, hitherto, 1 make no com- 
plaints, dear fifter, and, if I continue to fike 
travelling, 2%@well as Edo at prefent, I thal 
not repent my project. te will ge a great 
way in making me fatisfied with ir, if it af- 
fords me an opportunity of . entertaining 
you. But it is not trom Holland, that you 
may expeft a difinterefied offer. T..can 
write enough in the ftle of Rotterdam,-t9 
“al at re plainly, in one word, _ that I expect 
uP Aan : rerarne | 
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" peantas of all tig London news. Yeu -fen 
have already Jeagmt to-make a good ban 
‘gain, and that it is not for nothing 1 will 
fo much 25 tell you, 1 am your ‘afedions 
"ate Gfter. 





LET. 


LET. I 
TO MRS. S—— 


Hague, Aug. 5. O. S. 1716, 


] MARE hafte to teil you, dear Madam, 
that, after all the dreadful fatigues you threa- 
tened me with, I am hitherto very well plea 
fed with my journey. We take care to make 
fuch thort Rages every day, that I rather fancy 
myfelf upon parties of pleafure, than upon the 
foad; and fure nothing can be more agrecable 
than travelling in Holland. The whole coun- 
try appears a large garden; the roads are well 
paved, thaded on each fide with rows of trees, 
and bordered with large canals, full of boats, 
pafling and repafling. Every twenty paces 
gives you the profpect of fame vill 
ry four hours that of a large town, fo furpri- 
Gugly neat, 1 am fure you would be charmed 

Aj with 


and eve- 
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with them, The place I am now at, is cere 
tainly one of the fineft villages in the world. 
Here are feveral fquares finely built, and 
(what I think a particular beauty) the whole 
fet with thick large trees. The Vour-hout is, 
at the fame time, the Hide-Park and Mall of 
the people of quality; for they take the air in 
it both on foot and in coaches. There are 
Shops for wafers, cool liquors, &c.——I have 
been to fee feveral of the moft celebrated gar 
dens, but I will not tgaze you with their de- 
fcriptions. I dare fay you think my leter al- 
ready long enough. - But I muft not conclude 
without begging your pardon, for not obey- 
ing your commands, in fending the lace you 
ordered me. Upon my word, I can yet find 
none, that is not dearer than you may buy it 
at London. If you want any India goods, 
here are great variety of pennyworths; and I 
thall follow your orders with great pleafure 
and exadtnefs; being, 


Dear Madam, oe. co 


LET. 


LET. UL 
TO MRS. S. Ce 


Nimeguen, Aug. 13. O. 8. 1716. ~ 


I AM extremely forry, my dear S. that your 
fears of difobliging your relations, and their 
fears for your health and fafety, have hinder- 
ed me from enjoying the happinefs of your 
company, and you the pleafure of a divert- 
ing journey.. I receive fome degree of more 
tification from every agreeable novelty, or. 
pleafing profpedt, by the reflection of your hae 
ving fo unluckily miffed the delight which I 
know it would have given you. If you were 
with me in this town, you would be ready to 
expect to receive viits from your Notting. 
ham friends. No two places werc ever more 
sefembling; one has but to give the. Maefe 
the name of the Trent, and there is no dif. 

A 4, tinguithing 
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tinguifhing the profpe&. The houfes, like 
thofe of Nottingham, are built one above an- 
other, and are intermixed in the fame man- 
ner with trees and gardens. ‘The tower they 
call Julius Cafar’s, has the fame Gtuation with 
Nottingham caftle; and I cannot help fancy- 
ing, I fce from it the Trentficld, Adboulton, 
places fo well known to us. "Tis true, the 
fortifications make a confiderable difference. 
All the leaned in the art of war beflow great 
commendations on them; for my part, that 
know nothing of the matter, I thall content 
myfelf with telling you, ’tis a very pretty walk 
on the ramparts, on which there is a tower, 
very defervediy called the Belvidera, where 
people go to drink coffee, tea, &c. and enjoy 
one of the fineft profpeés in the world. The 
public walks have no great beauty, but the 
thick fhade of the trees, which is folemnly 
delightful. But I muft not forget to take 
notice of the bridge, which appeared very fur- 
prifing to me. It is large enough to hold 
hundreds of men, with horfes and carriages. 
They give the value of an Englifh two-pence 
to get upon it, and then away they go, bridge 

and 
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and all, to the other fide of the river, with fo 
flow a motion, one is hardly fenfible of any 
at all. I was yefterday at the French church, 
and ftared very much at their manner of fer~ 
vice. The parfon clapped on a broad-brim- 
med hat in the firft place, which gave him 
entirely the air of what d’ye call him, in Bar- 
tholomew fair, which he kept up by extraor- 
dinary antic geftures, and preaching much 
fuch ftuff, as the other talked to the puppets, 
However, the congregation feemed to receive 
it with great-devotion; and I was informed 
by fome of his flock, that he is a perfon of 
particular fame amongft them. I believe, 
by this time, you are as much tired with my 
account of him, as I was with his fermon; 
but Iam fure your brother will excufe a di-. 
greffion in favour of the church of England, 
You know, {peaking difrefpedtfully of the Cale 
vinifts, is the fame thing as fpeaking ho- 
nourably of the church. Adieu, my dear S, 
always remember me; and be affured E can 
never forget you, de. Se 


As. LET: 
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LET. W. 
30 THE LADY- 


Cologn, Aug. 16. O. S. 1716. 


Ir my lady could have any notion 
of the fatigues that I have fuffered thefe two 
Jat days, I am fure the would own it a great 
proof of regard, that I now fit down to write 
‘to her. We hired horfes from Nimeguen 
hither, not having the conveniency of the 
poft, and found but very indifferent accom~ 
.Modations at Reinberg, our firft ftage; but 
it was nothing to what I fuffered yefterday. 
‘We were in hopes to reach Cologn; our 
horfes tired at Stamel, three hours from it, 
where E was forced to pafs the night in my 
elothes, in a room, not at all better than 2 
hovel; for though I have my bed with me, 
Thad no mind to undrefs, where the wind 
came 
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came from a thoufand places.. We left this 
wretched lodging at day-break, ‘and about fix, 
this morning, came fafe here, where I got 
immediately into bed. I flept fo well for 
three hours, that I found myfelf perfectly re- 
covered, and have had fpirits enough to go 
and fee all that is curious in the town, that 
is to fay, the churches, for here is nothing 
elfe worth feeing. "This is a very large town, 
but the moft part of it is old built. The 
Jefuits church, which is the neateft, was fhew- 
ed me, in a very complaifant manner, by a 
handfome young Jefuit; who, not knowing 
who I was; took a liberty in. his compliments 
and railleries, which very much diverted me, 
Having never before feen any thing of that~ 
nature, I could not enough admire the mag-- 
nificence of the altars, the. rich images of 
the faints (all mafly filver) and the enchaf- 
Sures of the relicks; though I could not help 
murmuring, in my heart, at the profufion of 
pearls, diamonds, and rubies, . beftowed “on 
the adornment of rotten teeth, and dirty 
rags. IT own that I bad wickednefs enough 
to covet St. Urfula’s pearl necklaces; though 
A6 perhaps- 
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perhaps this was no wickednefs at all, an 
image not being certainly one’s neighbours 
but I went yet farther, and withed the wench 
herfelf converted into dreffing-plate. I fhould 
alfo gladly fee converted into filver, a great 
St. Chriftopher, which I imagine would look 
very well in a ciftern. Thefe were my pious 
reflections: though I was very well fatisfied 
to fee, piled up to the honour of our nation, 
the fkulls of the eleven thoufand virgins. I 
have feen fome hundreds of relicks here of 
no lefs confequence; but I will not imitate 
the common ftile of travellers fo far, as to 
give you a lift of them, being perfuaded, that 
you have no manner of curiofity for the ti- 
tles given to jaw-bones and bits of worm-eaten 
wood.—Adieu, I am juft going to fupper, 
where I fhall.drink your health in an admira- 
Die fort of Lorrain wine, which I am fure 
is the fame you. call Burgundy in London, 


LET. 
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LET. V. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF B= 


Nuremberg, Aug. 22. O.S. 1716. 


Arter five days travelling poft, I could 
not fit down to write on any other occafion, 
than to tell my dear Lady, that I have not 
forgot her obliging command, of fending her 
fome account of my travels. I have already 
paffed a large part of Germany. have feen 
all that is remarkable in Cologn, Frankfort, 
Wurtfburg, and this place. "Tis impoffible 
not to obferve the difference between the free 
towns, and thofe under the government of 
abfolute princes, as all the little fovereigns 
of Germany are. In the firft, there appears 
an air of commerce and plenty. ‘The ftreets 
are well built, and full of people, neatly 
and plainly dreffed. The hops are loaded 

‘with 
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with merchandife, and the commonalty are> 
clean and cheerful... In the other, you feea 
fort of thabby finery, a number of dirty peo- 
ple of quality tawdered out; narrow nafty 
ftreets out of repair, wretchedly thin of ine 
habitants, and above half of the common 
fort aking alms. I cannot help fancying on 
under the figure of a clean Dutch citizen’s 
wife, and the cther like a poor town lady of 
pleafure, painted and ribboned ‘out in her 
head-drefs, with tarnithed filver-laced thoes, a 
ragged. under-petticoat, a miferable mixture 
of vice and poverty. ————They have fump- 
tuary laws in this town, which diftinguith 
their rank by their drefs, prevent the excels 
which ruins fo many other cities, and has a 
more agreeable: effect to the eye of a ftran- 
ger, than our fafhions. 1 need not be afham- 
ed to own, that I with. thefe laws were in 
force in other parts of the world. When one 
confiders impartially, the merit of a rich fuit 
of clothes in moft places, the refpe€t and the 
jfmites of favour it procures, not to-fpeak of 
the envy and the fighs it occafions which is 
very often thc principal charm to the wearer) 
one 
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one is forced to confefs, that there is need of | 
am uncommon underftanding to refift the 
temptation of pleafing friends and mortifying 
rivals; and that it is natural to young peo- 
ple to fall into a folly, which betrays them to 
that want of money, which is the fource of a 
thoufand bafeneffes. What numbers of men 
have begun the world with generous inclina- 
tions, that have afterwards been the inftru- 
ments of bringing mifery on a whole people, 
being led by a vain expence into debts that 
they could clear no other way, but by the for- 
feit of their honour, and which they never 
could have contracted, if the refpeét the mul 
titude pays to habits; was fixed by law, only 
to a particular colour or cut of plain cloth! 
Thefe refle€tions draw after them others that 
are too melancholy. I will make hafte to put 
them out of your head by the farce of relicks, 
with which I have been entertained in all Ro- 
mifh churches. 


‘Tae Lutherans are not quite free from 
thefe follies. 1 have feen here, in the princi- 
pal church, a large piece of the crofs fet in 
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jewels, and the point of the fpear, which they 
told me, very gravely, was the fame that pier- 
ced the fide of our Saviour. But I was par- 
ticularly diverted ia a litcle Roman Catholick 
church which is permitted here, where the 
profeffors of that religion are not very rich, 
and confequently cannot adorn their images 
in fo rich amanneras their neighbours. For, 
not.to be quite deftitute of all fancy, they 
have dreffed up an image of our Saviour o« 
ver the altar, in a fair full-bottomed wig, ve- 
ry well powdered. ¥ imagine I fee your Lady- 
fhip ftare at this article, of which you very 
much doubt the veracity ; but, upon my word, 
have not yet made ufe of the privilege of a 
traveller; and my whole account is written 
with the fame plain fincerity of heart, with 
which I affure you that J am, dear Madam, 
your, oe. de. 


LET. 
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LET. VI. 


TO MRS. P 





Ratifton, Aug. 30..0. $8. 17916.. 


I HAD the pleafure of receiving yours, but 
the day before I teft London. I give you a 
thoufand thanks for your good. withes, and: 
have fuch an opinion of their efficacy, that, I 
am perfuaded, I owe in part, to them, the- 
food luck of having proceeded fo far on my 
long journey without any il accident. For. 
1 don’t reckon it any, to have been {topped a 
few days in this town by a cold, fince it has 
not only given me an opportunity of feeing all 
that is curious in it, but of making fome ac~ 
quaintance with the ladies, who have all been 
to fee me with great civility, particularly Afa-. 
dame , the wife of our king’s envoy 
from Hanover. She has carried me to all the 

aflemblics, | 
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affemblies, and.I have been magnificently en- 
tertained at her houfe, which is one of the 
fineft here. You know, that all the nobility 
of this place, are envoys from different ftates, 
Here are a great number of them, and they 
might pafs their time agreeably enough, if they 
were lefs-delicate on the point of ceremony. 
But inftead of joining in the defign of ma- 
king the town as pleafant to one another as 
they can, and improving their little focieties, 
they amufe themfelves no other way, than 
with perpetual quarrels, which they take care 
to enternize, by leaving them to their fuccef- 
fors; and an enyoy to Ratifbon receives, re~ 
gularly, half a dozen quarrels,among the per= 
quifites of his employment. You may be 
fure the ladies are not wanting, on their fide, 
in cherifhing and improving thefe important 
ficgues, which divide the town aimoft into as 
many parties, as there are families. They 
chufe rather to fuffer the mortification of fite 
ting almoft alone on their affembly nights, 
than to recede one jot from their pretenfions, 
T have not been here above a week, and yet 
Ihave heard from almoft every one of them 
the - 
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the whole hiftory of their wrongs, and dread+ 
ful complaints of the injuitice of their neigh- 
bours, in hopes to draw me to their party: 
But I think it very prudent to remain neuter; 
though if I was to ftay amongft them, there 
would be no poffibility of continuing fo, their 
quarrels running fo high, that they will not 
be civil to thofe that vifit their adverfaries, 
The foundation of thefe everlafting difputes, 
turns entirely upon rank, place, and the tithe 
of Excellency, which they all. pretend to, and, 
what is very hard, will give it to no body. 
For my part, I could not forbear advifing them, 
* (for the public good) to give the title of Ex- 
cellency to every body, which would include 
the receiving it from every body; but the 
very mention of fach a difhenourable peace, 
was received with as much indignation, as 
Mrs, Blackaire did the motion of a reference, 
And indeed, I began to think myfelf ill-na- 
tured, to offer to take from them, in a town 
where there are fo few diverfions, fo enter+ 
taining an amufement. I know that my peace- 
able difpofition already gives me a very ill 
figure, and that ’tis publickly whifpered as. a 
. : piece 
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piece of impertinent pride in me, that I have 
hitherto been faucily civil to every body, as 
if I thought no bedy good enough to quarrel 
with. I thoutd be obliged to change my be+ 
haviour, if I did not intend to purfue my 
journey in afew-days. I have been to fee 
the churches here, and had the permiflion of. 
touching the relicks, which was never fuffer- 
ed in places where I was not known. I had, 
by this privilege, the opportunity of making 
an obférvation, which I doubt not might have 
been made in all the other churches, that the 
emeralds and rubies which they thew round 
their relicka and images, are moft of them 
falfe; though they tell you, many of the 
Croffes and Madonas, fet round with thefe 
ftones, have been the gifts of emperors and o- 
ther great princes. I don’t doubt indeed, 
but they were at firft jewels of value; but the 
good fathers have fouad it convenient to ap- 
ply them to other ufes, and the people are 
judt as well fatisfied with bits of glafs amongit 
thefe relicks. They thewed me a prodigious 
claw fet.in gold, which they called the claw 
of a griffin; and 1 could not: forbear afking. 
the 
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the reverend prieft that thewed it, Whether 
the griffin was a faint? The queftion almott 
put him befide his gravity; but he anfwered, 
They only kept it asa curiofity. I was ve 
ry much fcandalized at a large filver image of 
‘the Trinity, where the Father is reprefented 
under the figure of a decrepit old man, with 
a beard down to his knees, and triple crown 
-on his head, holding in his arms the Son, fixed 
on the crofs, and the Holy Ghof, in the thape 
of a dove, hovering over him. Madam——< 
is come this minute to call me to the affem. 
bly, and forces me to tell you, very abruptly, 
that I am ever your, &c. Ge. 


LET. 
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LET. vi. 
FO THE COUNTESS OF 


Vicnna, Sep. 8. O.S8. 1716. 


I AM now, my dear fifter, fafely arrived at 
Vienna, and I thank God, have not at all 
fuffered in my health, nor (what is dearer to 
me) in that of my child, by all our fatigues. 
We travelled by water from Ratifbon, a jour- 
ney perfectly agreeable, down the Danube, 
in one of thofe little veffels, that they, very 
properly, call wooden houfes, having in them 
all the conveniencies of a palace, fteves 
in the chambers, kitchens, &c. They are 
rowed by twelve men each, and move with 
fuch incredible fwiftnefs, that in the fame 
day you have the pleafure of a vaft variety 
of profpects, and, within the fpace of a few 
hours, you have the pleafure of fecing a po~ 

pulous 
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.pulous city adorned with magnificent palaces, 
and the moft romantic folitudes, which ap- 
pear diftant from the commerce of mankind, 
:the banks of the Danube being charmingly 
diverfified with woods, rocks, mountains co= 
yered with vines, fields of corn, large cities, 
and ruins of ancient caftles. Ifaw the great 
towns of Paffau and Lintz, famous for the 
retreat of the imperial court, when Vienna 
was befieged. This town, which has the 
honour of being the emperor’s refidence, did 
not at all anfwer my expectation, nor ideas* 
of it, being much lefs than I expeéted to find 
it; .the ftreets are very clofe, and fo narrow, 
one cannot obferve the fine fronts of the pa- 
laces, though many of them very well deferve 
obfervation, being truly magnificent. They 
are built of fine white ftone, and are ex- 
eflive high. For as the town is too little 
for. the number of the people .that defire to 
live in it, the.builders feem to have project- 
ed to repair that misfortune, by clapping one 
town on the top of another, moft of the 
houfes being of five, and fome of them fix 
ftories. You may eafily imagine, that the 
ftreets 
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Trects being fo narrow, the rooms are ex- 
tremely dark, and, what is an inconveniency 
much more intolerable, in my opinion, there 
isno houfe has fo few as five or fix families 
in it. The apartments of the greateft ladies, 
and even of the minifters of ftate, are divi-+ 
ded, but by 2 partition, from that of a taylor 
era fhoemaker, and I know no body that 
has above two floors in any honfe, one for 
their own ufe, and one higher for their fer- 
vants. Thofe that have houfes of their own, 
"Yet out the reft of them to whoever will take 
them, and thus the great ftairs, (which are 
all of ftone) are as common and as dirty as 
the ftreet. "Tis true, when you have once 
travelled through them, nothing can be more 
furprifingly magnificent than the apartments, 
They are commonly a fuite of eight or ten 
large rooms, all inlaid, the doors and win- 
dows richly carved and gilt, and the furniture, 
fuch as is feldom feen in the palaces of fo- 
vereign princes in other countries. ‘Their 
apartments are adorned with hangings of the 
fineft tapeftry of Bruffels, prodigious large 
looking-glaffes in ilver frames, fine japan 
tables, 


LETTERS 2 


stables, beds, chairs, canopies, and win- 
dow curtains of the richeft Genoa damafk 

velvet, almoft covered with gold lace or’ 

embroidery. All this is made gay by pic- 

tures, and vaft jars of japan china, and 

large luftres of rock chryftal. I have al- 

ready had the hor ar of being invited to 

dinner by feveral of the firft people of qua. 

lity; and I muft do them the juftice to fay, 

the good tafte and magnificence of their 

tables, very well anfwered to that of their 

- furniture. I have been more than once en- 
tertained with fifty dithes of meat, all fer- 

ved in filver, and well drefled; the def- 

fert proportionable, ferved in the fineit 

china, But the variety and richnefs of their 

wines, is what appears the moft furpri- 

fing. ‘The conftant way is, to lay a lift of 

their names upon the plates of the guefts, 

along with the napkins; and I have coun- 

‘ted feveral times to the number of cighteen 
different forts, all exquifite in their kinds. I 

was yefterday at Count Schoonbourn, the 

vice-chancellor’s garden, where I was in- 

vited to dinner. I muft own, I never faw 
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a place fo perfectly delightful as the Fauxe 
bourg of Vienna. It is very large, and al- 
moft wholly compofed of delicious palaces. 
If the emperor found it proper to permit 
the gates of the town to be laid open, that 
the Fauxbourg might be joined to it, he 
would have one of the Jargeft and beft built” 
cities in Europe. Count Schoonbourn’s vik 
la is one of the moft magnificent; the fur= 
niture all rich brocades, fo well fancied and 
fitted up, nothing can look more gay and 
fplendid ; not to fpeak of a gallery, full of 
rarities of coral, mother of pearl, and, 
throughout the whole houfe, a profufion of 
gilding, carving, fine paintings, the moft 
beautiful porcelain, ftatues of alabafter and 
ivory, and vaft orange and limon trees in 
gilt pots. The dinner was perfeétly fine 
and well ordered, and made ftill more a- 
grceable by the good humour of the count. 
Thave not yet been at court, being forced 
to ftay for my gown, without which there 
is no waiting on the emprefs; though I 
am not without great impatience to fee 
a beauty that has been the admiration of 

fo 
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fo many different nations. When I have 
had that honour, Iwill not fail to let you 
know my real thoughts, always taking a par= 
ticular pleafure in communicating them to 
my dear fifter. 


keke 
noe 
os 
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LET. Vill. 





TO MR. P 


Vienna, Sept. 14.0. 5. 


Prruars you'll laugh at me for thank- 
ing you very gravely for all the obliging 
concern you exprefs forme. Tis certain that 
I may, if I pleafe, take the fine things yon fay 
to me for wit and raillery, and, it may be, it 
would be taking them right. But I never, 
in my life, was half fo well difpofed to take 
you in earneft, as I am at prefent ; and that 
diftance, which makes the continuation of 
your friendfhip improbable, has very much 
encreafed my faith in it. I find that I have 
(as well as the reft of my fex) whatever face 
I fet on’t, a ftrong difpofition to believe in 
miractes. Don’t fancy, however, that I am 
infefted by the air of thefe popifh coun- 

tries 5 


LETTERS. 24 


tries; I have, indeed fo far wandered from the 
difcipline of the church of England, as to 
have been Jat Sunday at the opera, which 
‘was performed in the garden of the Favorita; 
and I was fo much pleafed with it, I have 
not yet repented my feeing it. Nothing of 
that kind ever was more magnificent ; and 
I can eafily believe what I am told, that the 
decorations and habits coft the emperor thir+ 
ty thoufand pounds Sterling, The ftage 
was built over a very large canal, and, at 
the beginning of the fecond a€t, divided into 
two parts, difcovering the water, on which 
there immediately came, from different parts, 
two ficets of little gilded veffels, that gave 
the reprefentation of a naval fight. It is 
not cafy to imagine the beauty of this fcene, 
which I took particular notice of. But all 
the reft were perfectly fine in their kind. 
‘The ftory of the opera is-the enchantment of 
Alcina, which gives opportunities for great 
variety of machines, and changes of the 
feenes, which are performed with a fur- 
prifing f{wiftnefs.. The theatre is. fo large, 
that it is hard to carry the eye to the end 
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of it, and the habits in the utmoft magnifi- 
cence, to the number of one hundred and 
eight. No haufe could hold fuch large de- 
corations : but the ladies all fitting in the 
open air, expofes them to great inconveni- 
encies for there is but one canopy for the im- 
perial family; and the firft night it was re- 
prefented, a fhower of rain happening, the 
opera was broke off, and the company crowd- 
ed away in fuch confufion, that I was al- 
moft fqueezed to death. But if their 
operas are thus delightful, their comedies are. 
in as high a degree ridiculous. They have 
but one play-houfe, where I had the curi-. 
ofity to go to a German comedy, and was 
very glad it happened to be the ftory of Am- 
phitrion. As that fubje€t has been already 
handled by a Latin, French, and Englifh 
poet, I was curious to. fee what an Auftrian. 
author would make of it, I underftand 
nough of that language to comprehend the 
greateft part of it; and befides, I took with 
me a lady, that had the goodnefs to explain. 
to me every word. ‘The way is, to take a 
box, which holds four, for yourfelf and com- 
pany. 
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Pany. The fixed price is a gold: ducat: 
thought the houfe very low and dark; but 
confefs, the comedy. admirably recompenfed 
that defe€t. I never laughed fo much in my 
Vife. It began with Jupiter’s falling in love 
eut of a peep-hole in the clouds, and ended - 
with the birth of Hercules, But what was 
moft pleafant, was the ufe Jupiter made of 
his. metamorphofis; for you no fooner faw 
him. under the figure of Amphitrion, but, 
inftead of flying to Alcmena, with the rap- 
tures Mr. Dryden puts into his mouth, he 
‘fends for Amphitrion’s taylor, and cheats 
him of a laced’coat, and his banker of a bag 
of moncy, a Jew of a diamond ring, and be- 
fpeaks a great fupper in his name; and the 
greateft part of the comedy turns. upon poor 
Amphitrion’s being tormented by thefe peo- 
ple for their debts. Mercury ufes Sofia in 
-the fame manner. But I could not eafily 
pardon the liberty the poet has taken of lard~ 
“ing hig play with, not only indecent expref-- 
fions, but fuch grofs words, as I don’t think 
our mob would fuffer from-a mountebank. 
Befides, the two Sofias very fairly let down 
B4 their. 
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their breeches in the direct view of the bores, 
which were full of people of the firft rank, 
that feemed very well pleafed with their 
entertainment, and affured me, this was 2 
celebrated piece. I thall conclude my letter 
with this remarkable relation, very well wore 
thy the ferious confideration of Mr. Collier. 
T won't trouble you with farewel compli- 
ments, which I think generally as imperti- 
nent, as courtefics at Jeaving the room, when 
the vitit had been too long already. 
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LET. & 
TO THE COUNTESS OF——— 


Vienna, Sept. 14. 0. S. 


"Txoven T have fo lately troubled you, 
my dear fifter, with a long letter, yet I will 
keep my promife in giving you an account of 
my firft going to court. In order to that ce= 
remony, I was fqueezed up in a gown, and 
adomed with a gorget and the other imple- 
ments thereunto belonging; a drefs very in- 
convenient, but which certainly fhows the 
neck and fhape to great advantage. I cannot 
forbear giving you fome defcription of the fa- 
fhions here, which are more monftrous, and 
contrary to all common fenfe and reafon, than 
*tis pofhible for you to imagine. They build 
certain fabrics of gaufe on their heads, about 
a yard high, confifting of three or four ftories, 
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fortified with numberlefs yards of heavy rib- 
bon. The foundation of this ftructure is 2 
thing they call a Bourle, which is exa@tly of 
the fame fhape and kind, but about four times 
as big as thofe rollg our prudent milk-maids 
make ufe of to fix their pails upon. This. 
machine they’ cover with their own hair, 
which they mix with a great deal of falfe, it 
being a particular beauty to have their heads 
too large to go into 2 moderate tub. ‘Their 
hair is prodigioufly powdered to conceal the 
mixture, and fet out with three or four rows, 
of bodkins (wonderfully large, that ftick out 
two or three inches from their hair) made of 
diamonds, pearls, red, green and yellow 
Jtones, that’it certainly requires as much art 
and experience to carry the Joad upright, as 
to dance upon May-day with the garland. 
‘Their whalebone petticoats outdo ours by fe- 
veral yards circumference, and cover fome 
acres of ground, You may eafily fuppofe 
how this extraordinary drefs fets off and im- 
proves the natural uglinefs, with which God 
Almighty has been pleafed to endow them, 
generally fpeaking. Even the lovely emprefs 

herfelf 
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hrerfelf is obliged to comply, in fome degree, 
with thefe abfurd fafhions, which they would 
not quit for all the world. I had a private 
audience (according to ceremony) of half an 
hour, and then all the other ladies were per- 
mitted to come and make their court. I was 
perfectly charmed with the emprefs; I can- 
not however tell you that her features are re~ 
gular; her eyes are not large, but have a 
lively look fuil of fweetnefs; her complexion 
the fineft F ever faw; her nofe and forchead 
well.made, but her mouth has ten thoufand 
charms, that touch the foul. When ihe 
files, ’tis with a beauty and fweetnefs, thar 
forces adoration. She has a vaft quantity of 
fine fair hair; but then her perfon!—-——one 
mutt {peak of it poetically to do ic rigid jut 
tices all that the poets have faid of the mien 
of Juno, the air of Venus, come not up to the 
truth. The graces move with her; the fa- 
mous ftatue of Medicis was not formed with 
more delicate proportions; nothing can be 
added to the beauty of her. neck and hands. 
Till I faw them, I did not believe there were 
any. in nature fo perfeét, and I was almoft for- 
. B6 ry 
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ry that my rank here did not permit me to 
kifs thems but they are kiffed fufficiently, for 
every body that waits on. her, pays that 
homage at their entrance, and when they 
take leave. When the ladies were come in, 
fhe fat down to Quinze. I could not play 
at a game I had never feen before, and the 
ordered me a feat at her right hand, and had 
the goodnefs to talk to me very much, with 
that grace fo natural to her. I expeéted e- 
very moment, when the mea were to come 
in to pay their courts but this drawing 
room is very different from that af Eng- 
land; no man enters it but the grand-matter, 
who comes in to advertife the emprefs of 
the approach of the emperor. His impe- 
sial majefty did me the honour of fpeaking 
to me ina very obliging manner; but he 
mever fpeaks to any of the other ladics; 
and the whole paffes with a gravity and air 
of ceremony that has fomething very for- 
malin it. ‘The emprefs Amelia, dowager 
of the late emperor Jofeph, came this evens 
ing to wait on the reigning emprefs, follow- 
ed by the two archducheffes her daughters, 
. who 
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who are very agreeable young princeffes, 
Their imperial majefties rofe and went to 
meet her at the door of the room, after 
which fhe was feated in an armed chair, 
next the emprefs, and in the fame manner 
at fupper, and there the men bad the per- 
miffion of paying their court. The arch- 
ducheffes fat on chairs with backs without 
arms. The table was entirely ferved, and 
all the difhes fet on by the emprefs’s maids 
of honour, which are twelve young ladies of 
the firft quality. They have no falary, but 
their chamber at court, where they live in 
a fort of confinement, not being fuffered to 
go to the affemblies or public places in 
town, except in compliment to the wedding 
of a fifter maid, whom the emprefs always 
prefents with her picture fet in diamonds. 
The three firft of them, are called Ladies 
of the Key, and wear gold keys by their 
fides; but what I find moft pleafant, is the 
cuftom, which obliges them as long as they 
live, after they have left the emprets’s fer- 
vice, to make her fome prefent every year 
on the day of her feait. Her majefty is 
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ferved by no ‘married women but the 
Brande maitref2, who is generally a widow 
of the firft quality, always very old, and is 
at the fame time groom-of the ftole, and 
mother of the’ maids. The dreffers are not; 
at all, in the figure they pretend to in Eng- 
land, being looked upon’ no otherwife than 
as downright chambermaids. J had an aus. 
dience next day of the emprefs mother, a 
princefs of great virtue and goodnefs, but 
who piques herfelf too much’ on. a violent 
devotion. She is perpetually performing ex+ 
traordinary a€ts of penance; without having 
ever done any thing:to deferve them. She 
has the fame number: of maids of honour, 
whom fhe fuffers to go in colours; but fhe 
herfelf never quits her mourning; and fure 
nothing can be more difmal than the mourn+ 
ing here, even for 2 brother. There is not 
the leaft bit of linen to be feen; -all ‘black 
crape inftead of it. The neck, ears, and 
fide of the face are covered with 2 plaited 
piece of the fame ftuff, and the face that 
peeps out in the midft-of it, looks as if it 
were pilloried. The widows wear over and 
above, 
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above, a crape forehead cloth, and in this 
folemn weed, go.ta all the public places 
of diverfion without feruple. The next 
day I was to wait on the emprefs Amelia, 
wha is now at her palace of retirement, 
half a mile from the town. I had there 
the pleafure of feeing a diverfion wholly 
new to me, but which is the common a- 
mufement of this court. The emprefs her- 
felf was feated on a. little throne at the 
end of the fine alley in the garden, and 
on each fide of her were ranged two par- 
ties of her ladies of quality; headed by two 
young archducheffes, all dreffed in their 
hair, full of jewels, with fine light guns in 
their hands; and at proper diftances were 
placed three oval pictures, which were the 
marks tobe thot at. ‘The firft was that 
of Currp, filling a bumper of Burgundy, 
and the motto, ’Zis cafy to be valiant here. 
The fecond a Fortune holding a garland 
in her hand, the motto, For her ‘whom Fore 
tune favours. The third was a Sword 
with a laurel wreath on the point, the 
motto, Here is no fhame to be vanguifbed.— 

Near 
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Near the emprefs was a gilded trophy 
wreathed with flowers, and made of little 
crooks, on which were hung rich Tur- 
kith handkerchiefs, tippets, ribbons, laces, 
&e. for the fmall prizes. The emprefs 
gave the firft with her own hand, which 
was a fine ruby ring fet round with‘dia- 
monds, in a gold f{nuff-bor. There was 
for the fecond, a little Cupid fet with 
brilliants and befides thefe a fet of fine 
china for the tea-table, enchafed in gold, 
jepan trunks, fans,- and many gallantries 
of the fame nature. All the men ‘of 
quality at Vienna were fpectators; but 
the ladies only had permiffion to fhoot, 
and the archduchefs Amelia carried off 
the firft prize. 1 was very well pleafed 
with having feen this entertainment, and 
I do not know but it might make as 
good a figure as the prizc-fhooting in the 
4Encid, if I could write as well as Vir- 
gil. This is the favourite pleafure of the 
emperor, and there is rarely a week with- 
out fome feaft of this kind, which makes 
the young ladies ‘skilful enough to defend 
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a fort. They laughed very much to fee me 
afraid to handle a gun. My dear fifter, you 
will eafily pardon an abrupt conclufion, I 


believe, by this time you are ready to think 
T fhall never conclude at all. 


mys 
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LET. X 
TO THE LADY R— 


Vienna, Sept. 20. O. 8. 1716.- 


J AM extremely rejoiced, but not at all 
furprized, at the long, delightful letter, you. 
Krave had'the goodnefs to fend me. I know. 
that you can think. of. an abfent friend even 
in the midft of 2 court, and you love to oblige, 
where, you: can-have no view of ‘a return; 
and I expeé from you that you fhould love 
me, and'think of me, when you don’t fee 
me. I have compaflion for the mortificati~ 
ens that you tell me befel our little old friend, 
and I pity her much more, fince I know, that 
they: are only owing to the barbarous cu- 
ftoms of our country. Upon my ward, if, 
fhe were here, fhe would have no other fault 
but that of being fomething too young for the 
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fafhion, and fhe has nothing to do but to 
tranfplant herfelf hither about feven years 
hence, to be again a young and blooming 
beauty. can affure you, that: wrinkles, or 
a {mall ftoop in.the fhoulders, nay even grey 
hairs, are no objection to the making new 
conquefts, I know you cannot eafily figure 
to yourfelf, a young fellow of five and twenty, 
ogling my lady S——ff——k with paflion, or 
prefling to hand the countefs O—- 
an opera. But fuch are the fights I fee every 


¢ from 





day, and E don’t perceive any body furprized 
at them but myfelf. A woman till five and. 
thirty, is only looked upon as a raw girl, and 
can pofhbly make no noife in the world, till 
about thirty. I don’t know what your lady. 
thip may think of this matter; but ’tis a cong 
fiderable comfort to me, to know there is up~ 
on earth fuch a paradife for old womens and, 
am content to be infignificant- at- prefent, 
in the defign of returning whea I am fit to 
appear no where elfe. I cannot help lament- 
ing, on this occafion, the pitiful cafe of too 
many English ladies, long fince retired to pru-, 
dery and ratafia, who, if their flars had ‘luc. 
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kily conducted hither, would fhine in the firft 
rank of beauties. Befides, that perplexing 
word reputation, has quite another. meaning 
here than what you give it at London; and 
getting a lover is fo far from lofing, that. 
"tis properly getting reputation; ladies be~ 
ing much more refpe€ted in regard to the 
rank of their lovers, than that of their huf- 
bands. 


Bu-r what you'll think very odd, the two. 
fedts that divide our whole nation of petti« 
coats, are utterly unknown in this place. Here 
are neither coqnettes nor prudes. No wo 
man dares appear coquette enough to encou- 
rage two lovers at atime. And Ihave no¢ 
feen any fuch prudes, as to pretend fidelity to. 
their hufbands, who are certainly the beit. 
natured fet of people in the world, and look 
wpon their wives’ gallants as favourably, as 
men doupon their deputies, that take the trou- 
blefome part of theic bufinefs off their hands. 
They have not however the iefa to do on that 
account; for they are generally deputies in 
another place themfelves; in one word, ’tis 

the 


LETTERS. gs 


the eftablifhed cuftom for every lady to have 
two hufbands, one that bears the name, and 
another that performs the duties. And the 
engagements are fo well known, that it would 
be a down-right affront, and publickly refent- 
ed, if you invited 2 woman of quality to din- 
ner, without, at the fame time inviting her 
two attendants of lover and hufband, between 
whom fhe fits in tate with great gravity. The 
fub-marriages generally laft twenty years to- 
gether, and the lady often commands the 
poor lover’s eftate, even to the utter ruin of 
his family. Thefe connexions, indeed, are 
as feldom begun by any real paffion, as other 
matches; for a man makes but an ill figure 
that is not in fome commerce of this nature; 
and a woman looks out for a lover as foon as 
fhe’s married, as part of her equipage, with- 
out which fhe could not be genteel; and 
the firft article of the treaty, is, eftablithing 
the penfion, which remains to the lady, in 
cafe the gallant fhould prove inconftant. This 
chargeable point of honour, I look upon as 
the real foundation of fo many wonderful in- 
ftances of conftancy. I really know fome 

women 
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women, of the firft quality, whofe penfions 
are as well known as their.annual rents, ‘and 
‘yet no body efteems them the lefs; on the 
‘contrary, their difcretion would be called in 
queftion, if they fhould be fufpeéted to be 
‘miftreffes for nothing. A great part of their 
emulation confifts in trying who thall get moft 5 
and having no intrigee at all, is fo far a dif- 
grace, that, Pll affure you, a lady who is very 
much my friend here, told me but yefterday, 
how much I was obliged to her for juftifying 
“my condué in a converfation relating to me, 
“where it was publickly afferted, that I could 
not pofibly have common fenfe, fince I had 
deen in town above a fortnight, and had made 
no fteps towards commencing an amour. My 
friend pleaded for me, that my ftay was un- 
certain, and fhe believed that was the canic 
my feeming ftupidity; and this was all the 
could find to fay in my juftification. But one 
of the pleafanteft adventures I ever met with 
in my life, was laft night, and it will give a 
juft idea in what a delicate manner the 
belles pafions are managed in this country. I 
was at the afflembly of the countefs of —, and 

the 
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“the young count of 





leading me-down 
ftairs, alked'me how long I was to ftay at 
Vienna? I made anfwer, that my ftay de- 
pended on the emperor, and it was not in my 
power to determineit. Well, Madam, faidhe) 
whether your time here is to be longer or 
thorter, I think you ought to pafs it agreeably, 
and to that end you muft engage in a 
listle affair in the beart.—-—~My heart, (an- 
fwered I gravely erough} does not engage 
very eafily, and I have no defign of parting 
with it. fee, Madam, \faid he fighing) by 
the ill nature of that anfwer, I am not to hope 
for it, which is a great mortification to me 
that am charmed with you. But, however, 
Lam ftill devoted to your fervice, and fince 
I am not worthy of entertaining you myfelf, 
do me the honour of letting me know, whom 
you like beft amongft us, and I'll engage to 
manage the affair entirely to your fatisfaction. 
You may judge in what manner I fhould have 
received this compliment in my own coun- 
try; but I was well enough acquainted with 
the way of this, to know that he really ine 
tended me an obligation, and J thanked him 
with 
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with a very grave courtefy, for his zeal to 
ferve me, and only affured him, I had no oc-. 
cafion to make ufe of it. Thus you fee, my 
dear, that gallantry and good-breeding are a3 
different, in different climates, as morality and 
religion. Who have the righteft notions of 
both, we fhall never know till the day of judg- 
ment; for which great day of eclairciffement, 
J own there is very little impatience in your, 
be. Ge. 
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LET. XI. 
TO MRS. J——— 


Fienna, Sep. 26. O.S8. 1716. 


I WAS never more agrecably furprifed 
than by your obliging letter. °Tis a peculi- 
ar mark of my efteem, that I tell you fo; 
and 1 can affure you, that if I loved you one 
grain lefs than I do, I fhould be very forry to 
fee it fo diverting as it is. The mortal aver- 
fion | have to writing, makes me tremble at 
the thoughts of a new correfpondent; and 
1 believe I have difobliged no lefs than a do- 
zen of my London acquaintance by refufing 
to hear from them, though I did verily think 
they intended to fend me very entertaining 
letters. But Lhad rather lofe the pleafure 
of reading feveral witty things, than be for- 
ced to write many ftupid ones. Yet, in fpite 
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of thefe confiderations, Iam charmed with 
the proof of your friendfhip, and beg a con- 
tinuation of the fame goodnefs, though I fear 
the dulnefs of this will make you immediate- 
Jy repent of it. It is not from Auftria 
that one can write with vivacity, and I 
am already infeéted with the phlegm of 
the country. Even their amours and their 
guarrels are carried on with a furprifing 
temper, and they are never lively but up- 
on points of ceremony. There, I own, 
they thew all their paffions; and ‘tis not 
leng fince two coaches, meeting in a nar- 
sow ftreet at night, the ladies in them 
not being able to adjuft the ceremonial of 
which fhould go back, fat there with e- 
gaal gallantry till two in the morning, 
and were both fo fully determined to die 





vpon the {pet rather than yield, in a 
point of that importance, that the ftreet 
would never have been cleared till their 
deaths, if the emperor had not fent his 
guards to part them; and even then they 
refufed to ftir, till the expedient could, be 
found out of taking them both out in chairs, 

exactly 
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exa@ly in the fame moment. After the 
ladies were agreed, it was with fome diffi- 
culty that the pafs was decided between 
the two coachmen, no lefs tenacious of 
their rank than the ladies. ‘This paffion is 
fo omnipotent in the breafts of the wo- 
men, that even their hufbands never die but 
they are ready to break their hearts, be- 
caufe that fatal hour puts an end to their 
rank, no widows haying any place at Vien- 
na. The men are not much lefs touched 
with this point of honour, and they do 
not only fcorn to marry, but even to make 
Tove to any woman of quality not as il- 
luftrious as their own; and the pedigree 
is much more confidered by them, than cither 
the complexion or features of their mif- 
teeffes, Happy are the fhe’s that can num- 
ber amongft their anceftors, counts of the 
empire; they have neither occafion for beau- 
ty, money, nor good conduct, to get them 
hufbands. Tis true, as to money, ’tis fel- 
dom any advantage to the man they marry, 
the laws of Auftria corfine the woman’s 
Portion to two thoufand florins (about two 
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hundred pounds Englith) and whatever they 
have befide, remains in their own poffeflion 
and difpofal. ‘fhus, here are many ladies 
much richer than their hufbands, who are 
however obliged to allow them pin-mency 
agreeable to their quality; and I attribute to 
this confiderable branch of prerogative, the 
liberty that they take upon other occafions. 
Tam fure, you, that know my lazinefs, 
and extreme indifference on this fubjeat, 
will pity me, entangled amongift all thefe 
ceremonies, which are 2 wonderful bur- 
den to me, though I am the envy of the 
whole town, having, by their own cuftems, 
the pafs before them all. They indecd, fo 
revenge, upon the poor envoys, this great 
refpeét fhewn to ambaffadors, that (with 
ali my indifference) I fhould be very uneafy 
to fuffer it. Upon days of ceremony, they 
haye no entrance at ccurt, and on other 
days muft content themfelves with walk- 
ing after every foul, and being the very 
lat taken notice of. But I muft write 
a volume to let yeu know all the ceremo- 
nics, and I have already feid too much on 

To 
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fo dull a fubjeét, which however employs 
the whole care of the people here. I need 
not, after this, tell you how agrecably time 
flides away with mes you krlow as weli as 1 
do the tafte of, 


Yours, oc. Ge. 
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LET. Xi. 


TO THE LADY x 





* Vienna, O& 1.0.8. 1716. 


You defire me, Madam, to fend you fome 
accounts of the cuftoms here, and at the 
fame time 2 defcription of Vienna. Iam 
always willing to obey your commands; but 
you muft, upon this occafion, take the will 
for the decd. If ¥ thould undertake to 
you all the particulars, in which the manne: 
here differ from ours, I muft write a whole 
quire of the dulleft ftuff, that ever was réad, 
or printed without being read. Their drefs 
agrees with the French or Englith in no one 
article, but wearing petticoats. "They have 
many fafhions peculiar to themfelves; they 
think it indecent for a widow ever to wear 
green or rofe colour, but all the other gayeft 
coloure 
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colours at her own: difcretion. The affem- 
blies here are the regular diverfion, the o- - 
peras being always at court, ard.commonly 
on fome particular occafion. Madam Ra- 
butin has the affembly conftantly every night 
at her howfe; and the other ladies, when- 
ever they have a mind to difplay the mag- 
nificence of their apartments, or oblige a 
friend by complimenting them on the day 
of their faint, they declare, that on fuch a- 
day the affembly fhall be at their houfe ins 
honour of the feaft of the count or countefe 
——— fuch a one. Thefe days are called 
‘days of Gala, and all the friends or’ relations 
of the lady, whofe faint it is, are obliged to 
perear in- their beft clothes, and all their 
Jewels. The miftrefs of the houfe takes na 
particular notice of any body, nor ragurns a-- 
ny body’s’ vifit; and, whoever pleafes, may 
go, without the formality of being pre- 
fented. The company arc entertained 
with ice in feveral forms, winter and 
fummer; afterwards they divide into 
feveral. parties of ombre, piquct,; or con- 
Ca verfation, 
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verfation, all games of hazard being fore 
bid. 


I saw other day the Gala for count 
Altheim, the emperor’s favourite, and ne~ 
ver in my life faw fo ntany fine clothes 
ill-fancied. They embroider the richeft gold 
ftuffs, and provided they can make their 
~clothes expenfive enough, that is all the 
tafte they thew inthem, On other days, the 
general drefs is a {carf, and what you pleafe 
under it. : 


~ Bur now Iam fpeaking of Vienna, I em 
fure you expe I thould fay fomething of 
the convents; they are of all forts and fizes, 
but I am beft pleafed with that of St. Law- 
rence, @here the cafe and neatnefs they 
feem to live with, appears to be much 
more edifying than thofe ftriéter orders, 
where perpetual penance and naftinefs muft 
breed difeontent and wretchednefs. The 
nuns are all of quality. I think there are 
to the number of fifty. They have each 
of them a little cell perfe@ly clean, the 

walls 
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walls of which are covered with piCturcs 
tnore or Iefs fine, according to their qua- 
lity. A Jong white ftone gallery runs by 
all of them, furnifhed with the pictures of 
exemplary fifters; the chapel is extremely 
neat and richly adorned. But I could not 
forbear laughing at their fhewing me a wood- 
en head of our Saviour, which, they affured 
me, fpoke during the fiege of Vienna; and, 
as-a proof of it, bid me mark his mouth, 
which bad been open ever fince. No- 
thing can be more becoming tban the drefs 
of thefe nuns. It is a white robe, the 
fleeves of which are turned up with Tine 
white callico, and their head-drefs the fame, 
excepting 2 fmall veil of black crape that falls 
behind. They have a lower fort of fer- 
ving nuns, that wait on them.as thei cham» 
ber-maids. They receive all vifits of wo- 
men, and play at ombre in their chambers, 
with permiffion of their abbefs, which is ve-. 
ry ealy to be obtained. I never faw an 
old woman fo good-natured; fhe is. near four 
feore, and: yet fhews very. little ign of -de- 
eay, being ftill lively and cheexful. She 

Cs careffed 
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careffed me as if 1 had. been her daughter, 
giving me fome pretty things of her own 
work, and fweetmeats in abundance. The 
grate is not of the moft rigid; it is not 
very hard to put a head through, and F 
don’t doubt but 2 man, a little more flen-. 
der than ordinary, might fqueeze in his 
whole perfon. The young count of Sa- 
lamis came to the! grate, while I was there; 
and the abbefs gave him her hand to kifew 
But I was furprifed to find here, the only 
heautiful young woman I have feen at Vien- 
na, and not only beautiful but genteel, wit- 
ty, and agreeable, of a great family, and 
who had been the admiration of the town. 
Y could not forbear thewing my furprife at 
feeing a nun like her. She made-me a 
thoufan& obliging compliments, and de- 
fired me to come often. It will be an 
infinite pleafure to me, {faid the, fighing) 
but F avoid, with the greateft care, fee- 
ing any of my former acquaintance, and 
whenever they come to our convent, I lock 
myfelf in my cell, I obferved tears.come 
into her eyes, which touched me extremely, 
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and I began to talk to Her in that. ftrain of 
tender. pity fhe infpized me withs. but 
the would not’ own to: me, that. fhe.is not 
perfe€tly happy. I. have fince endeavour~ 
ed to learn the real caufe. of her retire- 
ment, without being able to get any other 
account, but that every body was furprif- 
ed.at.it, and. mo body gueffed the rea- 
fon. Ihave been feveral times to fee her; 
but it. gives me too much melancholy: to. 
fee fo agreeable a young creature buried a- 
live.. Iam not furprifed that nuns have fo 
often infpired violent paffions; the pity one 
naturally feels for them; when’ they fecm 
-worthy of another deftiny, making an eafy 
way for-yet more tender fentiments. I ne- 
ver in my life had fo little charity for the 
Roman Catholick religion, as fince § fee the 
maifery it occafions; fo many poor unhappy 
women! and then the grofs fuperftition of 
the common people, who are fome or other 
of them, day and night, offering bits of. can- 
die to the wooden figures, that are fet.up al. 
moft.inevery ftreet.. The proceflions I fee 
very often, are a pageantry, .as.offenfive and. 
C6. apparently 
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apparently contradi€tory to common fenfe, 
as the pagods of China. God knows whe- 
ther it be the womanly fpirit of contradice 
tion that works in me; but there never 
before was fuch zeal againft popery in the 
heart of, 


Dear Madam, &c. dc. 


LET. 
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LET. XI. 
TO MR. 


Vienna, O&. 10. O. 8. 1716. 


I DESERVE not ali the reproaches you 
make me. If E have been fome time without 
anfwering your letter, it is not, that I don’t 
know how many thanks are due to you for its 
or that I am ftupid enough to prefer any a+ 
mufements to the pleafure of hearing from 
you; but after the prefeffions of efteem you 
have fo obligingly made me, I cannot help 
delaying, as long as I can, fhewing you that 
you are miftaken. If you are fincere, when 
you fay you expeét to be extremely entertained 
by my letters, I ought to be mortified at the 
difappointment that { am fure you will receive, 
when you hear from me; though I have done 
my beft endeavours to find out -fomething 

worth 
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worth writing to you. Ihave feen everything; 
that was-to be feen. with a very diligent cu- 
riofity. Here are fome fine villas, particular 
ly the late prince. of Litchtenftein’s; but the. 
ftatues are all modern, and the pictures not. 
of the firft hands. Tis true, the emperor 
kas fome of great value. I was yefterday to 
fee the repofitory, which they call his Trea~ 
fure, where they feem to have. been more di- 
ligent in amaffing a great quantity of things, 
than im-the choice of them. I fpent above. 
five hours there, and yet there were very few 
things that ftopped me long to confider them. 
But the number is. prodigious, being 2 very: 
jong-gallery filed on both fides, and five lange 
rooms.. There is a vaft quantity of paintings,: 
amongit which are many: fine miniatures; 
but the moft valuable pictures, are a few: 
of Corregio, thofe of Titian being at the Fa. 
vorita. 


‘Tre..cabinet of jewels did not-appear- to- 
me fo rich as I expected to fee it. They thew-. 
ed me here a cup, about the fize of a tea dith, 
of one entire emerald, which they had fo par. 
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ticular a refpeét for, that only the emperor 
has the ‘liberty of touching it. There is.a 
large cabinet full of curiofities of clock-work, 
only one of which. I thought worth obferving, 
that was a craw-fith, with all the: motions fo 
natural, that it was hard to. diftinguifh it 
from. the life. 


Tue next cabinet was a large collection of 
agates, fome of them extrem -iy beautiful, 
and of an uncommon fize, and feveral vafes 
of Lapis Lazuli. I was furpriféd to fee ‘the 
cabinet of medals fo poorly furnifhed; 1 did 
not remark one of any value, and they are 
kept in 2 moft ridiculous diforder. As to 
the antiques, very few of them deferye that 
name. Upon my faying they. were modern, 
Teould not forbear laughing at the anfwer of 
the profound antiquary that fhewed them, that 
they were ancient enqugh; for, ta his knowledge, 
they had been there thefe forty years. But the 
next cabinet diverted me yet better, being no- 
thing elfe but a parcel of wax babies, and toys 
in ivory, very well worthy to be prefented 
thildren of fiwe- years old. Tao of the 
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Yooms were wholly filled with thefe trifles of 
all kinds, fet in: jewels, amongft which I was 
defired to obferve a crucifix, that they affured 
me had {poke very wifely to the emperor 
Leopold. I won't trouble you with a cata- 
logue of the reft of the lumber; but I mutt 
not forget to mention, a {mall piece of load- 
ftone that held up an anchor of fteel too hea~ 
vy for me to lift. This is what I thought moft 
curious, in the whole treafure. Therearefome 
few heads of ancient ftatues; but feveral of 
them are defaced by modern additions. I fore- 
fee that you will be very little fatisfied with 
this letter, and I dare hardly ak you to. be 
ood-natured enough to charge the dulnefs of 
it en the barrennefs of the fubjedt, and to o- 
yetlook the ftupidity of, . 


Your, &e. de, 


LET. 
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LET. XIV. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF- 


Prague, Nov. 17. O. S. 1716. 


] HOPE my dear fifter wants no new 
proofs of my fincere affection for her: but 
¥ am fure, if you do, I could not give yous 
ftronger than writing at this time, after three 
days, or, more properly fpeaking, three nights 
and days, hard poft-travelling.——The king- 
dom of Bohemia is the moft defert of any I 
have feen in Germany. The villages are fo 
poor, and the poft-houfes fo miferable, that 
clean ftraw and fair water are bleflings not 
always to be met with, and better accommo- 
dation not to be hoped for. Though I car- 
tied my own bed with me, I could not fome- 
times find a place to fet it up in; and I ra- 
ther chofe to travel all night, as cold as. it 
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is, wrapped up in my furs, than go into the 
common ftoves, which are filled with a mix- 
ture of all forts of ill {cents. 


Tris town was once the royal feat of the 
Bohemian king, and is ftill the capitat of the 
kingdom. There are yet fome remains of its 
former fplendour, being one of the largeft 
towns in Germany, but, for the moft part, 
old built, and thinly inhabited, which makes 
the houfes very cheap. Thofe people of 
quality, who cannot eafily bear the expence 
of Vienna, chufe to refide here, where they. 
have affemblies, mufic, and ail other diver- 
fions, (thofe of a court excepted) at. very 
modefate rates, all things being here in great 
abundance, efpecially the beft wild-fow! I ever 
tafted. I have already been vifited by fome 
of the mioft confiderable ladies, whofe re« 
Jations I know at Vienna, They are dreffed 
after the fafhions there, after the manner that 
the people at Exeter imitate thofe of London; 
that is, their imitation is more exceflive than 
the osiginal,, “Tis not eafy to deferibe what 
extraordinary, figures they make, © The pete 

fon 
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fon is fo much Soft between head-drefs 
and petticoat, that they have as much 
occafion to write upon their backs, " This 
is a Woman,” for the imformation of tra- 
vellers, as ever fign-poft painter had to 
write, “This is a Bear.” 1 will not for- 
get to write to you again from Drefden and 
Leipzig, being much more folicitous to con- 
tent your curiofity, that to indulge my own 
sepofe. 


“Tam, 6c. 


LET 
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LET. XV. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF- 


Leipzig, Nov. 21. O. S. 1716. 


I BELIEVE, dear fifter, you will eafily 
forgive my not writing to you from Dref- 
den, as I promifed, when I tell you, that I 
never went out of my chaife from Prague 
to this place. You may imagine how hear- 
tily "was tired with twenty-four hours poft- 
travelling, without fleep or refrehment (for 
Ican never flcep in coach, however fati- 
gued.) “We paffed, by moon-fhine, the 
frightful precipices that divide Bohemia from 
Saxony, at the bottom of which runs the 
river Elbe; but I cannot fay, that I had rea 
fon to fear drowning in it, being perfeétly 
convinced, that, in cafe of a tumble, it was 
utterly impoflible to come alive to the bot- 
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tom. In many places, the road is fo narrow, 
that I could not difcern an inch of {pace be- 
tween the wheels and the precipice. Yet 
Iwas fo good a wife, as not to wake Mr. 
W—-y, who was faft afleep by my fide, to 
make him fhare in my fears, fince the danger 
was unavoidable, till I perceived, by the 
bright light of the moon, our poftilions nod- 
ding on horfe-back, while the -horfes were 
on a full gallop. Then indeed I thought it 
very convenient to call out to defire them to 
look where they were going. My calling 
waked Mr. W 
furprifed than myfelf at the fituation we were 
in, and affured me, that he pafled the Alps 
five times in different places, without ever 
having gone a road fo dangerous. I have 
- been told fince, that "tis common to find 
the bodies of travellers in the Elbe; but, 
thank God, that was not our deftiny; and 
we came fafe to Drefden, fo much tired 
with fear and fatigue, it was not poffible 
for me to compofe myfelf to write. After 
paffing thefe dreadful rocks, Drefden appear~ 





y,and he was much more 
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‘én a fine Jarge plain on the banks of the Eiba, 
was very glad to ftay there a day to reft 
myfelf. The town is the neateft Ihave feen 
in Germany; moft of the houfes are new 
built; the elector’s palace is very handfome, 
and his repofitory full of curiofities of diffe 
rent kinds, with a collection of medals very 
much efteemed. Sir 3, our king’s en- 
voy, came to fee me here, and Madam de 
L -» whom I knew in London, when her 
hufband was minifter to the king of Poland 
there. She offered me all things in her pow- 
er to entertain me, and brought fome ladies 
with her, whom fhe prefented tome. ‘The 
Saxon ladies refemble the Auftrian no more, 
than the Chinefe do thofe of London; they 
are very genteelly dreffed, after the Englith 
and French modes, and have generally pretty 
faces, but they are the moft determined mi. 
raudieres in the whole world. .They would 
think it a mortal fn againft good-breeding, 
if they either fpoke or moved in a natural 
manner, They all affect a little foft lifp, and 
a pretty pitty-pat ftep; which female frail- 
tics ought, however, to be forgiven them, 
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in favour of their civility and good-nature 
to ftrangers, which I have a great deal of rea- 
fon to praife. 


Tue countefs of Cozelle is kept prifoner 
in 2 melancholy caftle, fome leagues from 
hence; and I oannot forbear telling you what 
I have heard of her, becaufe it feems to me 
very extraordinary, though I forefee I thall 
fwell my letter to the fize of a pacquet.—— 
She was miftrefs to the king of Poland, (elec 
tor of Saxony) with fo abfolute a dominion 
over him, that never any Izdy had fo much 
power in that court. They tell a pleafant 
flory of his majefty’s firft declaration of love, 
which he made in a vifit to her, bringing in 
one hand a bag of a hundred thoufand crowns, 
and in the other a horfe-fhoe, which he fnap- 
ped afunder before her face, leaving her to 
draw the confequences of fuch remarkable 
proofs of ftrength and liberality. I know 
not which charmed her moft; but fhe con- 
fented to leave her hufband, and to give her- 
felfup to him entirely, being divorced pub-. 
lickly, in fuch a manner, a3, by their laws, 
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permits either party to marry again. God 
knows whether it was at this time, or in fome 
other fond fit, but ’tis certain, the king had 
the weaknefs to make her a formal contract 
of marriage; which, though it could fignify 
nothing during the life of the queen, pleafed 
her fo well, that the could not be contented, 
without telling it to all the people the faw, 
and giving herfelf the airs of a queen. Men 
endure every thing while they are in love; 
but when the excefs of paflion was cooled .by 
long pofleffion, his majefty began to reflect 
on theill confequences of leaving fuck a paper 
in her hands, and defired to have it reftored 
to him. But fhe rather chofe to endure all 
the moft violent effects of his anger, than 
give it ups and though fhe is one of the rich- 
eft and moft avaricious ladies of her coun- 
try, the has refufed the offer of the continua- 
tion of a large penfion, and the fecurity of a 
vaft fum of money fhe has amaffed, and has, 
at lat, provoked the king to confine her per- 
fon to a caftie, where the endures all the ter- 
rors of a ftrait imprifonment, and remains 
ftill inflexible, either ro threats or promifes. * 
Her 
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Her violent paffions have brought her indeed 
into fits, which ’tis fuppofed will foon put an 
end to her life. I cannot forbear having 
fome compaffion for a woman, that fuffers 
for a point of honour, however miftaken, 
efpecially in a country where points of ho- 
nour are not over {crupuloufly obferved a- 
mong ladies. 


I courp have withed Mr. w——y's 
bufinefs had permitted him a longer ftay at 
Drefden. 


Peruars I am partial to a town where 
they profefs the proteftant religion; but eve- 
ry thing feemed to me with quite another 
air of politenefs than I have found in other 
places. Leipzig, where I am at prefent, is 
a town very confiderable for its trade, and I 
take this opportunity of buying pages liveries, 
gold ftuffs for myfelf, &c. all things of that 
kind being at leaft double the price at Vienna, 
partly becaufe of the exceflive cuftoms, and 
partly through want of genius and induftry 
in the people, who make no one fort of thing 

Vou. 1. D there, 
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there, fo that the ladies are obliged to fend, 
even for their thoes, out of Saxony, - The 
fair here is one of the moft confiderable in 
Germany, and the refort of all the people of 
quality, 2s well as of the merchants. This 
is alfo a fortified town, but I avoid ever men- 
tioning fortifications, being fenfible that I 
know not how to {peak of them. Z am the 
more eafy under my ignorance, when I re- 
fle& that Tam fure you'll willingly forgive 
the omiffion; for if I made you the moft ex- 
a& defcription of all the ravelins and baftions 
I {ee in my travels, I dare {wear you would 
afk me, What is a tavelin? and, What is a 
baftion? 


Adieu, my dear filter. 


LET. 
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LET. XVI. 


wA TUE ronwreee ne 


Brunfwick, Now. 23. 0. S. 1716. 


Tam jut come to Brunfwick, a very 
old town, but which has the advantage o! 
being the capital of the Duke of Wolfen 
buttle’s dominions, a family (not to fpeal 
of its ancient honours) illuftrious, by- ha 
ving its younger branch on the throm 
of England, and having given two em 
prefles to Germany. I have not forgo 
to drink your bealth here in mum, whic] 
I think very well deferves its reputation o 
being the beft in the world, This let 
ter is the third I have wrote to you duriny 
my journey, and I declare to you, that i 
you don’t fend me immediately a full am 
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true account of all the changes and chan~ 
ces among our London acquaintance, I will 
not write you any defcription of Hanover 
(where I hope to be to-night) though I 
know you have more curiofity to hear of 
that place than any other. 


‘rahe 


LET. 
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LET. Xvi, 
TO. THE COUNTESS OF B> 


Hanover, Nov. 25. O. 8. 1716. 


a RECEIVED jour ladyhhip’s letter, but 
the day before I left Vienna, though by the 
date, I ought to have had it much fooner; 
but nothing was ever worfe regulated than 
the -poft-in moft parts of Germany. I can 
affure you, the pacquet at Prague was be- 
hind my chaife, and in that manner con- 
veyed to Drefden, fo that the fecrets of half 
the country were at my mercy, if I had 
had: any curiofty for them. I would not 
longer delay my thanks for yours, though 
the number of my acquaintances here, and 
my duty of attending at court, leave me 
hardly any time to difpofe of. I am ex. 
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tremely pleafed that I can tell you, with- 
out flattery or partiality, that our young 
prince * has all the accomplifhments that 
*tis poflible to have at his age, with an air 
of {prightlinefs and underftanding, and fome- 
thing fo very engaging and eafy in his be- 
haviour, that he needs not the advantage 
of his rank to appear charming. I had the 
honour of a long converfation with him 
Jatt night, before the king came in. is 
governor retired on purpofe (as he told 
me afterwards) that I might make fome 
judgment of his genius, by hearing him 
{peak without conftraint; and I was fur- 
prifed at the quickne‘s and politenefs, that 
appeared in every thing he faid; joined to a 
perfon perfettly agreeable, and the fine fair 
hair of the princefs. 


Tars town is neither large nor hand- 
fome; but the palace is capable of hold~ 
ing a much greater court than that of St. 

James’s. 


© The father of bis prefent majefly, 
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James’s. ‘The king has had the goodnefs 
to appoint us a lodging in one part of it, 
without which we fhould have been very 
ill accommodated; for the vaft number of 
Englith crowds the town fo much, ’tis very 
good luck to get one forry room in a mi- 
ferable tavern. I dined to-day with the 
Portuguefe ambaffador, wha thinks himfelf 
very happy to: have two wretched parlours 
in an inn, I bave now made the tour of 
Germany, and cannot help obferving-a con- 
fiderable difference between travelling here 
and in England. One fees none of thofe 
fine feats of noblemen, fo: common amongift 
us, nor any thing like a: country gentle- 
man’s houfe, though they have many fitua- 
tions perfectly fine. But the whole peo- 
pie are divided into abfolute fovercignties, 
where all the riches and magnificence are 
at. court, or into communities of merchants, , 
fuch as Nurenburg and Frankfort, where 
they live always in town for the conveni- 
ence of trade. The king’s company of 
French: comedians play here every night. 
They are very well dreffed, and fome of 

D4 them 
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them not ill actors. His majefty dines. and 
fups conftantly in publick. The court is 
very numerous, and his affability and good- 
nefs, make it one of the moft agreeable 
places in the world. 


Dear Madam, 


Your, or. Gr. 


LQ 


LET 
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LET. XVI. 
70 THE LADY R= 


Hanover, O& 1.0.5 1716. 


I AM very glad, my dear lady R ’, 
that you have been fo well pleafed, as you 
tell me, at the report of my returning to Eng 
land; though, like other pleafures, I can 
affure you it has no real foundation. I hope 
you know me enough to take my word a- 
gaint any report concerning me. Tis 
true, as to diftan ce of place, I am much near- 
erto London than I was fome weeks ago; 
but as to the thoughts of a return, I never 
was farther off in my life. I own, I could 
with great joy indulge the pleafing hopes of 
feeing you, and the very few others that fhare 
my efteem; but while Mr. W— is determin- 
ed to proceed in his defign, f am determined 
Ds to 
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to follow him, Iam running on upon’ my 
own affairs, that is to fay, I am going to write 
very dully, 2s moft people do, when ‘they 
write of themfelves. I will make hafte to 
change the difagreeable fubjeét, by telling 
you, that Iam now got into the region of 
beauty. All the women have (literally) rofy 
cheeks, fnowy foreheads and bofoms, jet eye- 
brows, and fearlet Hips, to which they gene- 
rally add coal-black hair. Thofe perfections 
ever leave them, till the hour of their deaths, 
arid have a very fine effedt by candle lights 
“but I could wifh they were handfome with 
a little more variety. They refemble one 
another as much as Mrs Salmon’s court. of 
Great Britain, and are in as much danger of 
melting away, by too near approaching the 
fire, which they fer that reafon carefully 
avoid, though “tis now fuch exceflive cold 
weather, that I believe they fuffer extremely 
by that piece of felf-denial The fhow is’ 
‘already very deep, and the people begin to 
Gide about in their traineaus. This is a fa- 
Yourite diverfion all over Germany. They 
are little machines fixed upon a fledge, that 
hold 
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hold a lady and gentleman, and are drawn 
by one horfe. The gentleman has the ho- 
nour of driving, and they move with 2 pro- 
digious fwiftnefs. The lady, the horfe, and 
the traineau, are all as fine as they can be 
made; and when there are. many of them 
together, “tis a very agreeable fhow, At 
Vienna, where all pieces of magnificence are 
carried to excefs, there are fometimes ma- 
chines of this kind, that.coft five or fix hun- 
dred pounds Englifi.. The duke of Wol- 
fenbuttle is now at this court; you know 
he is nearly- related to our. king, and un- 
ck to the reigning emprefs, who is, I. be- 
lieve, th® mof beautiful princefs upon 
earth.. She is now-with child, which) is all 
the. confolation of the imperial. court, for 
the lofs of. the archduke. I took. my leave 
of her the day before I left Vienna, and fhe 
began to fpeak to me with fo much grief and 
tendernefy, of the death of that young prince, 
I had much ado to withhold my tears. You 
know. that 1 am:not at all partial-to people 
for their titles; but I own, that I love that 
charming .princefs, {if I may ufe fo. familiar 

Dé an 
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an expreffion) and if I had not, I thould have 
been very much moved at the tragical end of 
an oply fon, born after being fo long defired, 
and at length killed by want of good manage- 
ment, weaning him in the beginning of the 
winter. Adieu, dear lady R 
tinue to write to me, and believe none of your 
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goodnefs is loft upon. 


Your, oe. 


LET. 
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LET. Xx. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF——— 


. Blankenburg, O&. 17. O. S. 1716. 


I RECEIVED yours, dear fifter, the very 
day I left Hanover. You may cafily ima~ 
gine I was then in too great a hurry to an- 
fwer it; but you fee I take the firft oppor- 
tunity of doing myfelf that pleafure. Fcame 
here the rsth, very late at night, after 2 
terrible journey, in the worft roads and wea- 
ther that ever poor traveller fuffered. I 
have taken this little fatigue merely to o- 
blige the reigning emprefs, and carry a mef- 
fage from her imperial majefty to the duchefs 
of Blankenburg, her mother, who is a prin- 
cefs of great addrefs and good-breeding, and 
may be {till called 2 fine woman. It was fo 
late when I came to this town, I did not 

: think 
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think it proper to difturb the duke and duchefs. 
with the news of my arrival; fo I took up 
my quarters in a miferable inn:. but as foon 
as Thad fent my compliments to their high 
vneffes, they immediately fént me their own: 
coach and fix horfes, which had however e-- 
nough. to do-to draw us up-the very high hil 
on which the caftle i8 fituated. The duchefs 
is. extremely obliging to me, and this little 
court is not without its diverfions. The duke, 
taillys at baffet every night; and the duchefs 
tells me, fhe is. fo well pleafed with my, 
company,, that it makes her play lefs than 
the ufed to do. I fhould find it. very diffi. 
cult to fteal time to: write, if the-was not 
now.at church, where I cannot. wait on her, 
not-underftanding the language enough to. 
pay my devotions in it. . You will. not for- 
give me,.if Ido: not fay fometing of Hano-. 
ver; I-cannet tell you:that the town is either 
large. or magnificent. The opera houfe, 
which was built by the late eleétor, is.much 
finer than that of Vienna. I was very forry 
that the ill weather did not permit me-to fee 
Hernhaufcn in-all its-beauty;: but in fpite of 
the 
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the -fnow, I thought the gardens very fine. 
I was particularly furprifed at the vait number 
of orange trees, much larger than any I have 
ever feen in England, though this climate is 
certainly colder. But 1 had more reafon to 
wonder that night at the king’s table, to fee 
a prefent from a gentleman of this country, 
of two large batkets full of ripe oranges and 
lemons of different forts, many of which 
were quite new to me; and what I thought 
worth all the reft, two ripe ananaffes, which, 
to “my tafte, are a fruit perfectly delicious. 
You know they ere naturally the growth of 
Brazil, and I could not imagine how they 
came here, but by enchantment. Upon in- 
‘.quiry, Tlearnt that they have brought their 
ftoves. to fuch perfection, they lengthen their 
fummer as long as they pleafe, giving to eve~ 
ry plant the degree of heat it would receive 
from the fun in its native foil. The effect 
is very near the fame; I am furprifed we do 
not prattife in England fo ufeful an invention, 
This refletion leads me to confider our ob- 
ftinacy in fhaking with cold, five months in: 
the year, ‘rather than make ufe of ftoves, 
; which. 
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which are certainly one of the greateft com 
venicncies of life. Befides, they are fo far 
from fpoiling the form of a room, that they 
add very much to the magnificence of it, 
when they are painted and gilt, as they are at 
Vienna, or at Drefden, where they are often 
in the thapes of china jars, ftatues, or fine ca~ 
binets, fo naturally reprefented, that they are 
not to be diftinguithed. If ever I return, in 
defiance to the fathion, you fhall certainly fee 
one in the chamber of 
Dear fifter, your, &e. 


I wit. write often, fince you defire it; 
but I mnt beg you to be a little more parti- 
colar in yours; you fancy me at forty miles 
diftance, and forget, that, after fo long an 
abfence, I can’t underftand hints. 


LET. 
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LET. XX. 
TO THE LADY 


Vienna, Jan. 1. O. 8. 1717. 


I HAVE juft received here at Vienna, 
your ladyfhip’s compliments on my re- 
turn to England, fent me from Hanover. 
You fee, Madam, all things that are afferted 
with confidence, are not abfolutely trues 
and that you have no fort of reafon to com- 
plain of me for making my defigned return 
a myftery to you, when you fay, all the 
world are informed of it. You may tell 
all the world in my name, that they are 
never fo well informed of my affairs as 
E am mayfelf; that I am very pofitive I 
am at this time at Vienna, where the car- 
nival is begun, and all forts of diverfions 

are 
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ase carried to the greateft height, except 
that of mafquing, which is never permitted 
during a war with the Turks. The balls 
are in publick places, where the men pay 
a gold ducat at entrance, but the ladies 
nothing. Fam told, that thefe houfes get 
fometimes a thoufand ducats in a night. 
They are very magnificently furnithed, and 
the mufick good, if they had not that detefta~ 
fe cufiom of mixing hunting horns with 
it, that almoft deafen the company. But 
that noife is fo agreeable here, they 
never make a concert without them. The 
ball alwaya concludes with Englifh coun- 
try dances, to the number of thirty or for- 
ty couple, and fo ill danced, that there is 
very little pleafure in them. They know 
but half 2 dozen, and they have danced 
them over and over thefe fifty years: I 
would fain have taught them fome new 
ones, but I found it would be fome months 
dabour to make them comprehend them. 
Laft night there was an Italian comedy 
eéted at court. The fcenes were pretty, 
but the ene ittelf fach intolerable low 

farce, 
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farce, without either wit or humour, that 
EF was furprifed how all the court could 
fit there attentively for four hours togé- 
ther. No women are fuffered to aét on 
the ftage, and the men dreffed like them, 
were fuch awkward figures, they very much 
added to the ridicule of the fpe€tacle. What 
completed the diverfion, was the excef- 
five cold, which was fo great, I thought 
I fhould have died there. It is now the 
very extremity of the winter here; the 
Danube is entirely frozen, and the weather 
not to be fupported without ftoves and furs; 
but, however, the air fo clear, almoft cve+ 
ty body is well, and colds not half fo com- 
mon as in England. I am perfuaded there 
cannot be a purer air, nor more whole- 
fome, than that of Vienna. The plenty 
and excellence of all forts of pravifions are 
greater here than in any place Lever was 
before, and “tis not very expenfive to keep a 
{plendid table. ’Tis really a pleafure to pafs 
through the markets, and fee the abun- 
dance of what we fhould think rarities, of 
fowls and venifon, that are daily brought 

wm 
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in from Hungary and Bohemia. They want 
nothing but fhell-fith, and are fo fond of 
oyfters, that they have them fent from Ve~ 
nice, and eat them very greedily, ftink or 
not ftink, Thus I obey your commands, 
Madam, in giving you an account of V+ 
enna, though I kriow you will not be fatif- 
fied with it. You chide me for my lazi- 
nefs, in not telling you a thoufand agreea- 
ble and furprifing things, that you fay you 
are fure I have feen and heard. Upon my 
. word, Madam, ’tis my regasd to. truth, and 
not lazinefs, that I do not entertain you 
with as many prodigics as other travellers 
ufe to divert their readers with. I might ea- 
fily pick up wonders in every town I pafs 
through, or tell you a long feries of po- 
pith miraeles; but 1 cannot fancy that there 
is any thing new in letting you know, that 
priefts will lic, and the mob believe, all the 
world over. Then as for news, that you 
are fo inquifitive about, how can it be en- 
tertaining to you (that don’t know the 
people) that the prince of has for- 
faken the countefs of ———=? or that the 
prince. 





LETTERS 43 


prince fuch a one, has an intrigue with 
the countefs {uch 2 one? Would you 
have me write novels like the countels of 
DY ? and is it not better to tell you 
a plain truth, 





That I am, oe. 
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LET. XXL 
TO THE COUNTESS OF-——~ 


Vienna, Jan. 16. O.S. 1717. 


J AM now, dear fifter, to take leave of 
you for a long time, and of Vienna for ever, 
defigning, to-morrow, to begin my journey 
through Hungary, in fpite of the exceffive 
cold, and deep fnows, which are enough to 
damp a greater courage than I am miftrefs 
of. But my principles of paffive obedience, 
carries me through every thing. Ihave had 
my audience of leave of the emprefs. His 
imperial majefty was pleafed to be prefent, 
when I waited on the reigning emprefs; and, 
after a very. obliging converfation, both their 
imperial majefties invited me to take Vienna 
in my road back; but I have no thoughts of 
enduring, over again, fo great a fatigue. I: 
delivered 
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delivered a letter from the duchefs of Blank. 
enburg. I ftayed but a few days at that 
court, though her highnefs preffed me very 
much to ftay; and when I left her, engaged 
me to write to her. I wrote you a long let- 
ter from thence, which ¥ hope you have re- 
ceived though you don’t mention it; but I 
believe, I forgot to tell you one curiofity 
in all the German courts, which I cannot 
forbear taking notice of: All the princes keep 
favourite dwarfs. ‘The emperor and emprefa 
have two of thefe little monfters, as ugly as 
devils, ‘efpecially the female; but they are 
all bedaubed with diamonds, and ftand at her 
majefty’s elbow, in ail publick places. The 
duke of Wolfenbuttle has one, and the du- 
chefs of Blankenburg is not without hers, but 
indeed the moft proportionable I ever faw. I 
am told the king of Denmark has fo far ime 
proved upon this fathion, that his dwarf is 
his chief minifter. I can affign no reafon for 
their fondnefs for thefe pieces of deformity, 
but the opinion all the abfolute princes have, 
that it is below them to converfe with the 
reft of mankind; and not to be quite alone, 

they 
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they are forced to feek their companions a- 
mong the refufe of human nature, thefe 
creatures being the only part of their court | 
privileged to talk freely to them. Iam at 
prefent confined to my chamber by a fore 
throat; and am really glad of the excufe, to 
avoid feeing people, that I love well enough, 
to be very much mortified when I think Iam 
going to part with them for ever. "Tis true, 
the Auftrians are not commonly the moft po~ 
lite people in the world, nor the moft agree~ 
able. But Vienna is inhabited by al! nations, 
and I had formed to myfelf a little fociety of 
fuch a8 were perfeétly to my own tafte. And 
though the number was not very great, I could 
never pick up, in any other place, fuch a num~ 
ber of reafonable, agreeable people. We 
were almoft always together, and you know 
T have ever been of opinion, that a chofen 
converfation, compofed of a few that one e- 
fteems, is the greateft happinefs of life. Here 
are fome Spaniards of both fexes, that have 
‘all the vivacity and gencrofity of fentiments 
anciently afcribed to their nature; and could 
T believe that the whole- kingdom were like 
them, 
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them, I would with nothing more than to end 

my days there. The ladies of my acquain- 
tance have fo much goodnefs for me, they 

cry whenever they fee me, fince I have de~ 
termined to undertake this journey. And, 

indeed, I am not very eafy when I refle& on 

what Iam going to fuffer. Almoft every body 
I fee frights me with fome new difficulty. 
Prince Eugene has been fo good as to fay 

all the things he could to perfuade me to 

ftay till the Danube is thawed, that I may 
have the conveniency of going by water, af- 
furing me, that the houfes in Hungary are 
fuch, as are no defence again the weather, 
and that I fhall be obliged to travel three or 
four days between Buda and Effek, without 
finding any houfe at ail, through defert plains 

covered with fnow; where the cold is fo vio~ 
lent, many have been killed by it. I own 

thefe terrors have made a very deep impreilion 
on my mind, becaufe I believe he tells oak 
things truly as they are, and na body om ai Be, 
better informed of them. 


Now I have named that great man, I am 
Vou. 1 E fure 
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fure you expeét, I thould fay fomething par- 
ticular of him, having the advantage of feeing 
him very often; but F am as unwilling to 
{peak of him at Vienna, as! thould be to talk 
of Hercules in the court of Omphale, if I 
had feen him there. J don’t know what 
comfort other people find in cacy the 
weaknefs of great men, (becaufe, perhaps, it 
brings them nearer to their level) but ’tis al- 
ways 2 mortification to me, to obferve that 
there is no perfeftion in humanity. The 
young prince of Portugal is the admiration of 
the whole court; he is handfome and polite, 
with a great vivacity. All the officers tell 
wonders of his gallantry the laft campaign. 
He is lodged at court with all the honours 
due'to his rank.—Adieu, dear fifter: this 
is the laft account you will have from me of 
Vienna. If I furvive my journey, you fhalt 
hear from me again. I can fay, with great 
truth, in the words of Monefes, ZAave long 
fearnt to bold myfelf as nothing ; but when. 
I tiifik of the fatigue my poor infant muft 
fuffer, I have all a mother’s fondnefs in 

my. 
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my eyes, and alf her tender paffions in my 
heart. 


P. §. U have written a letter to my lady, 
that I believe fhe won't like; and, upon 
cooler refleGtion, I think I had done better 
to have let it alone; but I was downright 
peevith at all her queftions, and her ridicu- 
lous imagination, that I have certainly feen 
abundance of wonders which I keep to my- 
felf out of mere malice. She is very angry 
that I won’t lie like other travellers. I veri- 
ly believe the expedts I fhould tell her of the 
Anthropophagi, men whofe heads grow below 
their fhoulders; however, pray fay fomething 
to pacify her. 


£2 LEY. 


100 LETTERS 


LET. XXIL 


TO MR. POPE. 


Vienna, Jan. 16. O. §. 1717. 


J HAVE not time to anfwer your let- 
ter, being in the hurry of preparing for my 
journey; but, I think, I ought to bid adieu 
to my friends with the fame folemnity, as 
if I was was going to mount a breach, at 
leaft, if I am to believe the information of 
the people here, whe denounce alt forts of 
terrors to me; and, indeed, the weather 
is at prefent fuch, as very few ever fet out 
in. I am threatened, at the fame time, 
with being frozen to death, buried in the 
fnow, ‘and taken by the Tartars, who ra- 
vage that part of Hungary I am to pafs. 
*Tis true, we fhall have a confiderable efcorte, 

fo 
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fo that poffibly I may be diverted with a 
new fcene, by finding myfelf inthe midit 
of a battle. How my adventures will con- 
clude, I leave entirely to Providence; if 
comically, you fhall hear of them.——Pray 
be fo good as to tell Mr. Thave re- 
ceived his letter. Make him my adieuss 
if I live, I will anfwer it. The fame com- 
pliment to my lady R——~ 
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LET. XxXiL 
TO THE COUNTESS OF- 


Peterwaradin, Jan. 30. O. S. 1717. 


Ar length, dear fifter, I am fafely arrived, 
with all my family, in good health, at Peter- 
waradin; having fuffered fo little from the 
rigour of the feafon, (againft which we were 
well provided by furs) and found fuch tolera~ 
ble accommodation every where, by the care 
of fending before, that I can hardly forbear 
laughing, when I recolle& all the frightful 
ideas that were given me of this journey. 
Thefe, I fee, were wholly owing to the ten- 
derefs of my Vienna friends, and their de- 
fire of keeping me with them for this winter, 
Perhaps it will not be difagreeable to you, to 
give a fhort journal of my journey, being 
through a country entirely unknown to you, 

and 
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and very little paffed, even by the Hunga. 
vians themfelves, who generally chufe to 
take the conveniency of gaing down the Da- 
nube. We have had the blefling of being fa- 
voured with finer weather than is common at 
this time of the year; though the fnow was 
fo deep, we were obliged to have our own 
coaches fixed upon traineaus, which move 
fo fwift and fo eafily, ’tis by far the moft a- 
greeable manner of travelling puit. We 
came to Raab ‘the fecond day from Vienna) 
on the feventeenth inftant, where Mr. W: 
fending word of our arrival to the governor, 
the beft houfe in the town was provided for 
us, the garrifon put under arms, a guard or- 
dered at our door, and all other honours paid 
tous. The governor, and all other officers 
immediately waited on Mr, W——, to know 
if there was any thing to be done for his 
fervice. The bithop of Temefwar came to 
vifit us, with great civility, earneftly prefing 
us to dine with him next day; which we re- 





fufing, as being refolved to purfue our jour- 
ney, he fent usfeveral bakkets of winter fruit, 
and a great variety of Hungarian wines, with 
E4 a 
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2 young hind juft killed. . This is a prelate 
of great power in this country, of the anci~ 
ent family of Nadafti, fo confiderable, for ma- 
ny ages, in this kingdom. He isa very po- 
lite, agreeable, cheerful old man, wearing 
the Hungarian habit, with a venerable white 
beard down to his girdle. — Raab is a ftrong 
town, well garrifoned and fortified, and was 
a long time the frontier town between the 
‘Turkith, and German empires. It has its 
name from the river Rab, on which it is £- 
tuated, ju& on its meeting with the Danube, 
in an open champaign country. It was firit 
taken by the Turks, under the command of 
baffa Sinan, in the reign of fultan Amurath 
TIL in the year fifteen hundred and ninety- 
four. The governor being fuppofed to have 
betrayed it, was afterwards beheaded by the 
emperor’s command. The counts of Swart. . 
zenburg and Palfi retook it by farprife, 1598, 
fince which time, it has remained in the 
hands of the Germans, though the ‘Turkey 
once more attempted to gain it by ftratagem 
jn 1642, The cathedral is large and well 
built, which is al} I faw remarkable in the 
town, 
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town.. Leaving Comora on the other fide the 
river, we went the eighteenth to Nofmuhl, a 
fmall village, where, howev er, we made. thift 
to find tolerable accommodation. We con- 
tinued two days travelling between this place 
and Buda, through the fineft plains in the 
world, as even as if they were paved, and 
extremely fruitful; but for the moft part de~ 
ert and uncultivated, laid wafte by the long, 
wars between the Turks and the Emperor; and 
the cruel civil war, occafioned by the barbar~ 
ous perfecution of the proteftant religion, by 
the emperor Leopold. That prince has left 
behind him the charaéter of an extraordinary 
piety, and. was naturally of a mild merciful 
tempers but, putting his con{cience into the 
hands of a Jefuit, he was more cruel and 
treacherous to his poor Hungarian fubjeds, 
than ever the Turks had been to the Chri- 
ftians; breaking, without fcruple, his coro- 
nation oath, and bis faith, folemnly given in 
many publick treaties. Indeed, nothing can 
be more melancholy than in travelling through 
Hungary, to reflec on the former flourifhing 
ftate of that kingdom, and to fee fuch a noble 
Es fpot~ 
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fpot of carth alméft uninhabited. Such are 
alfo the prefent circumftances of Buda (where 
we arrived very early the twenty-fecond) once 
the royal feat of the Hungarian kings, whofe 
palace was reckoned one of the moft beauti~ 
ful buildings of the age, now wholly deftroy- 
ed, no part of the town having been repaired 
fince the laft fiege, but the fortifications and 
the caftle, which is the prefent refidence of 
the governor general Ragule, an officer of 
great merit. He came immediately to fee us, 
and carried us in his coach to his houfe, where. 
I was received by his lady, with all poffible 
civility, and magnificently entertained. This 
city is tuated upon a little hill on the fouth 
fide of the Danube. The caftle is much high- 
er than the town, and from it the profpedt is 
very noble. Without the walls ly a vaft 
number of little houfes, or rather huts, that 
they call the Rafcian town, being altogether 
inhabited by that people. The governor af- 
fured me, it would furnifh twelve thoufand 
fighting men. Thefe towns look very odd; 
their houfes ftand in rows, many thoufand of 
them fo clofe together, that they appear, at 
a 
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alittle diftance, like old-fafhioned thatched 
tents. They confift, every one of them, of 
one hovel above, and another underground; 
thefe are their fummer and winter. apart- 
ments. Buda was firft taken by Solyman the 
Magnificent, in 1526, and loft the following 
year to Ferdinand I. king of Bohemiz, Soly- 
man regained it by the treachery of the gar- 
rifon, and voluntarily gave it into the hands 
of king John of Hungary; after whofe death, 
his fon being an infant, Ferdinand laid fiege 
to it, and the queen mother was forced to call 
Solyman to her aid. He indeed raifed the 
fiege; butleft a Turkith garrifon in the town, 
and commanded her to remove her court from 
thence, which fhe was forced to fubmit to, in 
1541. It refited afterwards the fieges laid 
to it by the marquis of Brandenburg, in the 
year 15423 count Schwartzenburg, in 1598; 
General Rofworm, in 1602;: and the duke of. 
Lorrain, commander of the emperor's forces, 
in 1684, to whom it yielded, in 1686, after 
an obftinate defence, Apti Baffa, the. go- 
vernor, being killed, fighting in the breach 
with a Roman. bravery. The lofs of this 
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town was fo important, and fo much refented 
by the Turks, that it occafioned the depofing 
of their emperor Mahomet IV. the year fol- 
Jewing. 


We did not proceed on our journey till 
the twenty-third, when we paffed through 
Adam and Todowar, both confiderable towns, 
when in the hands of the Turks, but now 
quite ruined. The remains, however, of 
fome Turkith towns, fhew fomething of what 
they have been. his part of the country 
is very much overgrown with wood, and lit- 
tle frequented, ’Tis incredible what vaft 
numbers of wild-fowl we faw, which often 
live here to a good old age,— and undifurl'd 
by guns, in quiet fleep. ‘We came the 
five and twentieth, to Mohatch, and were 
fhewed the field near it, where Lewis, the 
young king of Hungary, loft his army and 
his life, being drowned in a ditch, trying to 
fly from Balybeus, general of Solyman the 
Magnificent. ‘This battle opened the firft 
paffage for the Turks into the heart of Hun- 
gary. Tdon’t name to you the little vil- 
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lages, of which I can fay nothing remarkable; 
but PH affure you, I have always found a 
warm ftove, and great plenty, particularly 
of wild boar, venifon, and all kinds of gibier. 
The few people that inbabit Hungary, live 
eafily enough; they have no money, but the 
woods and plains afford them provifion in 
great abundances they were ordered to give 
us all things neceflary, even what horfes we 
pleafed to demand, gratis; but Mr. W -—— 
would not opprefs the poor country people, 
by making ufe of this order, and always pai® 
them to the full worth of what we had. 
They were fo furprifed at this unexpeéted 
generofity, which they are very little ufed to, 
that they always preffed upon us, at parting, 
a dozen of fat pheafants, or fomething of that 
fort, for 2 prefent. . Their drefs is very pri- 
mitive, being only a plain fheep’s fkin, and a 
cap and boots of the fame ftuff. You may 
eafily imagine this lafts them many winters; 
and thus they have very little occafion for 
money. The twenty-fixth, we paffed over the 
frozen Danube, with all our equipages and 
carriages. We met on the other fide gene- 
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ral Veterani, who invited us, with great ci- 
vility, to pafs the night at a little caftle of 
his, a few miles off, affuring us we fhould 
have a very hard day’s journey to reach Effek. 
This we found but too true, the woods being 
very dangerous, and {carce paflable, from the 
vaft quantity of wolves that hoard in them. 
‘We came, however, fafe, though late, to Ef- 
fek, where we ftayed a day, to difpatch a cou- 
tier with letters to the baffa of Belgrade; and 
I took that opportunity of feeing the town, 
which is not very large, but fair built, and 
well fortified. This was a town of great 
trade, very rich and populous, when in the 
hands of the Turks. It is fituated on the 
Drave, which runs into the Danube. The 
bridge was efteemed one of the moft extra- 
ordinary in the world, being eight thoufand 
paces long, and all built of oak. It was 
burnt, and the city laid in’ afhes by count 
Lefly, 1685, but was again repaired and for- 
tified by the Turks, who, however, abandon- 
ed it'in 1687. * General Dunnewalt then 
took poffeffion of it for the emperor, in whofe 
hands-it has remained ever fince, and is e- 
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fteemed one of the bulwarks of Hungary. 
"The twenty-eighth, we went to Bocorwar, 
very large Rafcian town, all built after the 
manner I have deferibed to you. We were 
met there by colonel ——, who would not 
fuffer us to go any where but to his quarters, 
where I found his wife, a very agreeable Hun- 
garian lady, and his niece and daughter, two 
pretty young women, crowded into three or 
four Rafcian houfes, caft into one, and made 
as neat and convenient as thofe places are ca- 
pable of being made. The Hungarian ladies 
are.much handfomer than thofe of Auftria. 
All the Vienna beauties are of that country; 
they are generally very fair and well-fhaped, 
and their drefs, I think, is extremely becom- 
ing. This lady was in a gown of fcarlet vel- 
vet, lined and faced with fables, made exact 
to her fhape, and the ‘kirt falling to her 
feet. The fleeves are ftrait to their arms, 
and the ftays buttoned before, with two rows 
of little byttons of gold, pearl, or diamonds. 
On their heads they wear a taffel of gold, 
that. hangs low on one fide, lined with fable, 
or fome other fine fur.—-—They gave us a 
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handfome dinner, and I thought the conver. 
fation very polite and agreeable. They 
wOald accompany us part of our way.———~ 
‘The twenty-ninth, we arrived here, where we 
were met by the commanding officer, at the- 
head of all the officers of the garrifon. We 
are lodged in the beft apartment of the go-- 
vernor’s houfe, and entertained in a very 
{plendid manner by the emperor's order. We 
wait here till all points are adjufted, con- 
cerning our reception on the Turkith fron-. 
tiers. Mr. W-—’s courier, which he fent 
from Effek, returned this morning, with the 
baffa’s anfwer in a purfe of fearlet fatin, which: 
the interpreter here has traniflated. "Tis to 
promife him to be honourably received. I de~ 
fred him to appoint. where he would be met 
by the Turkith convoy.—-He has difpatch- 
ed the courier back, naming Betfko, a village 
in the mid-way between Peterwaradin and 
Belgrade. ‘We thall ftay here till we receive 
his anfwer.—Thus, dear fifter, I have gi- 
ven you a very particular, and {I am afraid 
you'll think) a tedious account of this part 
of my travels. It was not an affetation of 
thewing 
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fhewing my reading, that has made me tell 
you fome tle {craps of the hiftory of the 
towns I have paffed through; I have alvauys 
avoided any thing of that kind, when I {poke 
of places that I believe you knew the ftory of 
as well as myfelf. But Hungary being a 
part of the world, which I believe quite new 
to you, I thought you might read with 
fome pleafure, an account of it, which I have 
been very folicitous to get from the beft 
hands. However, if you don’t like it, *tig 
in your power to forbear reading it. Iam, 
dear fifter, &c. 


- Tam promifed to have this letter care. 
fully fent to Vienna. 


LET. 
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LET. XXIV. 


* TO-MR. POPE. 


, Belgrade, Feb. 12. O. 8. 1717. 
I DID verily intend to write you a long 
letter from Peterwaradin, where I expected to 
ftay three or four days; but the baffa here 
was in fuch a hafte to fee us, that he dif- 
patched the courier back (which Mr. W—— 
had fent to know the time he would fend the 
conyoy to meet us) without fuffering him to 
pull off his boots. My letters were not 
thought important enough to ftep our jour- 
ney; and we left Peterwaradin the next day, 
being waited on by the chief officers of the 
Barrifon, and a confiderable convoy of Ger- 
mans and Rafcians. ‘The emperor has feve- 
ral regiments ofthefe people; but, to fay the 
truth, they are rather plunderers than foldiers; 
having 
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having no pay, and being obliged to furnith 
their own arts and horfes; they rather look 
like vagabond gypfies, or ftout beggars, tin 
regular troops. I cannot forbear {peaking a 
word of this race of creatures, who are very 
numerous all over Hungary. They have a 
patriarch of their own at Grand Cairo, and 
are really of the Greek church; but their ex- 
treme ignorance gives their priefts occafort 
to impofe feveral new notions upon them. 
Thefe fellows letting theirhair and beard grow 
inviolate, make exaétly the figure of the In~ 
dian bramins. They are heirs-general to all 
the money of the laity; for which, in return, 
they give them formal paffports figned and 
fealed for heaven; and the wives and chil- 
dren only inherit the houfe and cattle. In 
moft other points they follow the Greek 

* church.—This little digreffion has inter- 
rupted my telling you we piifed over the fields 
of Carlowitz, where the laft great victory was 
obtained by prince Eugene over the Turks. 
The marks of that’ glorious bloody day are 
yet recent, the field being yet ftrewed with 
the fkulls and carcafes of unburied men, 
horfes, 
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horfes, and camels. I could not look, with- 
out horror, on fuch numbers of mangled hu- 
mifa_bodies, nor without refledting on the in- 
juftice of war, that makes murder not only 
neceffary but meritorious. Nothing feems to 
be a plainer proof of the irrationality of man« 
kind (whatever fine claims we pretend to rea- 
fon) than the rage with which they conteft 
for a fmall fpot of ground, when fuch vaft 
parts of fruitful earth lie quite uninhabited. 
Tis true, cuftom has now made it unavoida- 
ble; but can there be a greater demonftration 
of want of reafon, than a cuftom being firm- 
ly eftablithed, fo plainly contrary to the in- 
tereft of man in general? Iam 2 good deal 
inclined to believe Mr. Hobbs, that the fate 
of nature is a flate of war; but thence I con- 
clude human nature, not rational, if the word. 
reafon means common fenfe, as I fuppofe 
it does. I have¥a great many admirable 
‘arguments to fupport this refleétion; I won't 
however trouble you with them, but re- 
turn, ina plain ftyle, to the hiftory of my 
travels, ™ 

We 
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‘We were met at Bettko (a village in the 
mid-way between Belgrade and Peterwaradin) 
by an aga of the janizaries, with a bodprof 
Turks, exceeding the Germans, by one hun- 
ded men, though the baff had engaged to 
fend exaétly the fame number. You may 
judge by this of their fears. Iam really per- 
fuaded, that they hardly thought the odds of 
one hundred men fet them even with the 
Germans; however, 1 was very uneafy till 
they were parted, fearing fome quarrel might 
arife, notwithftanding the parole given. We 
came late to Belgrade, the deep fnows ma 
king the afcent to it very difficult. It feems 
a ftrong city; fortified on the eaft fide by 
the Danube; and on the fouth, by the river 
Save, and was formerly the barrier of Hun- 
gary. It was firft taken by Solyman the 

“WAM gnificent; and fince, by the emperor’s 
"forces, led by the elector of Bavaria, The 
emperor held it only two years, it being re~ 
taken by the grand vizier. It is now fortifi- 
ed with the utmoft care and skill the Turks 
are capable of, and ftrengthened by a very 
numerous garrifon of their braveft janizaries, 
commanded 
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sommanded by a baffa feratkier (i. ¢. gene- 
ral) though this laft expreflion is not very 
jut; for, to fay truth, the ferafkier is com- 
manded by the janizaries. Thefe troops have 
an abfolute authority here, and their conduct 
carries much more the afpe& of rebellion, 
than the appearance of fubordination. You 
may judge of this by the following ftory, 
which, at the fame time, will give you an 
idea of the admirable intelligence of the go- 
vernor of Peterwaradin, though fo few hours 
diffant. We were told by him at Peterwa- 
radin, that the garrifon and inhabitants of 
Belgrade were fo weary of the war, they had 
killed their baffa about two months ago, ina 
mutiny, becaufe he had fuffered himfelf to 
be prevailed upon, by a bribe of five purfes 
(five handred pounds fterling) to give per- 
miffion to the Tartars to ravage the Germasig 
frontiers. We were very well pleafed to 
hear of fuch favourable difpofitions in the 
people; but when we came hither, we found 
the governor had been ill informed, and the 
real truth of the ftory to be this. The late 
baffa fell under the difpleafure of his foldiers, 
: for 
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for no other reafon, but reftraining their in+ 
curfions on the Germans. They took it into 
their heads, from that mildnefs, that he had 
intelligence with the enemy, and {ent fuch 
invormation to the grand fignior at Adriano- 
ple; but, redrefg not coming quick enough 
trom thence, they aifemblcd themfelves in a 
tumultuous ‘manner, and by force dragged 
their baila before the cadi and mufti, and 
there demanded juftice in a mutinous way; 
one crying out, Why he protected the infi- 
dels? Another, Why he {queezed them of 
their money? ‘The baffa, eafily gueffing their 
purpofe, calmly replied to them, that they 
atked him too many queftions, and that he 
had but one life, which muft anfwer for all. 
They then immediately fell upon him with 
their fcimitars (without waiting the fentence 
fof their heads of the law) and in a few mo- 
ments cut him in pieces. The prefent baffa 
has not dared to punifh the murder; on the 
contrary, he affected to applaud the aétors of 
it, as brave fellows, that knew to do them- 
felves juftice. He takes all pretences of 
throwing money among the garrifon, and 
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{uffers them to make little excurfions into 
Hungary, where they burn fome poor Raf- 
cian houfes. 


You may imagine, I cannot be very eafy 
in a town which is really under the govern~ | 
ment of an infolent foldiery.. ‘We exe 
peéted to be immediately difmiffed, after a 
night’s lodging here; but the baffa detains us 
till he receives orders from Adrianople, 
which may, poflibly, be a month a-coming. 
Tn the mean time, we are lodged in one of 
the beft houfes, belonging to a very confidera- 
ble man amongft them, and have a whole 
chamber of janizaries to guard us. My only 
diverfion is the converfation of our hoft, 
Achmet Beg, a title fomething like that of 
count in Germany. His father was a great 
baffa, and he has been educated in the mot 
polite caftern dearning, being perfectly fkilled 
in the Arabic and Perfian languages, and an 
extraordinary feribe, which they call efendi. 
This accomplithment makes way to the 
greateft preferments; but he bas had the 
good fenfe, to prefer an cay, quiet, fecure 
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life, to all the dangerous honours of the 
Porte. He fups with us every night, and 
@rinks wine very freely. You cannot ima- 
gine how much he is delighted with the li- 
berty of converfing with me. He has ex~ 
plained to me many pieces of Arabian poetry, 
which, I obferve, are in numbers not unlike 
ours, generally of an alternate verfe, and of a 
very mufical found. Their expreffions of 
love are very paffionate and lively. Iam fo 
much pleafed with them, I really believe I 
fhould learn to read Arabic, if I was to flay 
here a few months. He has a very good li- 
brary of their books of all kinds; and, as ke 
‘tells me, {pends the greateft part of his life 
there. I pafs for a great fcholar with himy 
by relating to him fome of the Perfian tales, 
which I find are genuine. At firft he be- 
Hieved I underftood Perfian. I have frequent 
difputes with him, concerning the diffefénce 
of our cuftoms, particularly the confinement 
of women. He aflures me, there is nothing 
at all in it; only, fays he, we have the ad- 
vantage, that gen our wives cheat us, no» 
body knows it. He has wit, and is more po= 
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lite than many Chriftian men of quality. 1 
am very much entertained with him. 
He has had the curiofity to make one of our 
fervants fet him an alphabet of our letters, and 
can already write a good Roman hand. But 
thefe amufements do not hinder my withing 
heartily to be out of this place; though the 
weather is colder than I believe it ever was, 
any where, but in Greenland. We have 
avery large ftove’ conftantly kept hot, and 
yet the windows of the room are frozen on 
the infide— God. knows when I may: 
have an opportunity of fending this letter: 
but Ihave written it, for the difcharge of my 





own confcience; and you cannot now ree 
proach me, that one of yours makes ten of 
mine. Adie. 
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LET. XXv. 


TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRIN- 
CESS GF WALES *. 


Adrianople, April s. O. 8. 1717. 


I HAVE now, Madam, finifhed 2 jour- 
ney that bas not been undertaken by any 
Chriftian, fince the time of the Greek 
emperors: and I fhall not regret all the 
fatigues I have faffered in it, if it gives 
me an opportunity of amufing your R. H. 
x an account of places utterly unknown 
Mab ongft us; the emperor’s ambaffadots, 
and thofe few Englifh that have come hi- 
ther, always going on the Danube to Ni- 
copolis. But the river was now frozen, 
; F2 “ “and 
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and Mr W——— was fo zealous for the 
fervice of his majefty, that he would not 
defer his journey to wait for the conveni- 
ency of that paflage. We croffed the de- 
ferts of Servia, almoft quite overgrown with 
wood, through a country naturally fer- 
tile. The inhabitants are induftrious; but 
the oppreffion of the peafants is fo great, 
they are forced to abandon their houfes, 
and neglect their tillage, all they have be- 
ing a prey to the janizaries, whenever they 
pleafe to feize upon it. "We had a guard 
of five hundred of them, and I was almoft 
in tears every day, to fee their infolencies 
in the poor villages through which we paf- 
fed. 
thick woods, we came to Nila, once the 
capital of Servia, fituated in a fine pla 
on the river Niffava, in a very good air,” 
and fo fruitful a foil. chat the great plenty 
is hardly credible. I was certainly affured, 
that the quantity of wine laft vintage was fo 
prodigious, that they were forced to dig holes 





After feven days travelling through 





in the earth to put it in, having veffels 
enough in the town to hold it. The 
‘i happinefs 
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happinefs of this plenty is fcarce perceived 
by the opprefled people. I faw here a 
new occafion for my compaiiion, The 
wretches that had provided twenty wag- 
gons for our baggage. from Belgrade hi- 
ther for a certain hire, being all fent back 
without payment, fome of their horfes 
Tamed, and others killed, without any fatis- 
faction made for them. The poor fel- 
Jows came round the houfe weeping and 
tearing their hair and beards in a moft 
‘pitiful manner, without getting any thing 
but drubs from the infolent foldiers. 1 
cannot exprefs to. your. R. H. how much 
I was moved at this fcene. I would 
have paid them the money out of my 
own pocket, with all my heart; but it 
would only have been giving fo much to 
the aga, who would have taken it from 
‘them without any yemorfe.. After four 
days journey from tik, place. aver the moun- 
tains, we came to. Sophia, fituated in a 
large beautiful plain on the river Hea, and 
furrounded with, diftant. mountains, “Tis 
hardly pottbilis fee a more agreeable Jand- 
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feape. The city itfelf is very large and 
extiemely populous. Here are hot baths, 
very famous for their medicinal virtues. —— 
Four days journey from hence we arrived 
at Philippopolis, after having paffed the 
sidges between the mountains of Hamus 
and Rhodope, which are always covered 
with fnow. This town is fituated on a 
rifing ground near the river Hebrus, and 
is almoft wholly inhabited by Greeks; here 
are ftilt fome ancient Chriftian churches. 
They have a bithop; and feveral of the rich- 
eft Greeks live heres but they are forced to 
conceal their wealth with great care, the 
appearance of poverty (which includes part 
of its inconveniences) being all their fecuri- 
ty againft feeling it in earneft. The coun~ 
try from hence to Adrianople, is the fineft 
in the world. Vines grow wild on all the. 
hills; and the perpetual fpring they enjey 
makes every thing gay and flourifhing. But 
this climate, happy as it feems, can never 
be preferred to England, with all its frofts 
and fnows, while we are ffed with an 
eafy government, under a a who makes 
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shis own happinefs confift in the liberty of 
his people, and chufes rather to be looked 
upon as their father than their matter. ——. 
This theme would carry me very far, and 
Tam fenfible I have already tired out your 
R. H’s patience. But my letter is in your 
hands, and you may make it as fhort as you 
pleafe, by throwing it into the fire, when 
weary of reading it. 


I = Madam, 


‘With the greatelt refped, ce. 
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LET. XXVE 
TO THE LADY —— 


Adrianople, April, 1. O. 8. 1717 


I AM now got into a mew world, where 
every thing I fee, appears to me a change of 
fcenc; and I write: to your ladythip with fome 
content of mind, hoping, at leaft, that you. 
will find the charms of novelty in my letters, 
and no longer reproach me, that I tell you 
nothing extraordinary. J won’t trouble you 
with a relation of our tedious journey; but 
miuft not omit, what I faw remarkable at So- 
phia, one of the moft beautiful towns in the 
‘Turkith empire, and famous for its hot baths, 
that are reforted to both for diverfion and 
health. I ftopped here one day, on purpofe 
to fee them; and, defigningggp go incognito, 
T hired a Turkith coach. Thefe voitures are 

ak 
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not at.all like ours, but much more conveni-~ 
ent for the country, the heat being fo great, 
that glaffes would be verytroublefome. ‘They 
are made a good deal in the manner of the 
Dutch ftage-coaches, having wooden lattices 
Painted and gilded; the infide being alfo 
painted with bafkets and nofegays of flowers, 
intermixed commonly with little poeticat 
mottos, They are covered all over with {car- 
Jet cloth; lined with filk, and very often rich- 
jy embroidered and fringed.. This covering 
entirely hides the perfons in them, but may 
be thrown back at pleafure, and thus permits 
the ladies to peep through the lattices. They 
hold four people very conveniently, feated on 
cufhions, but uot raifed... 


In one of thefe covered waggons, F went 
to the bagnio about ten o'clock. It was al- 
ready full of women. It is built of ftone, in 
the fhape of ‘a dome, with no windows but 
in. the roof, which gives light enough. 
There were five of thefe domes joined toge- 
ther, the outmoft being Iefs than the reft, 
and-ferving only as a hall, where the pore 
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trefs ftood at the door. Ladies of quality ge- 
nerally give this woman a-crown or ten fhil- 
lings; and I did not forget ‘that ceremony. 
The next room is a very large one paved with 
marble, and ail round it are two raifed fofas 
of marble, one above another. There were 
four fountains of cold water in this room, 
falling firft into marble bafons, and then run- 
ning on the floor in little channels made for 
that purpofe, which carried the ftreams into 
the next room, fomething lefs than this, with 
the fame fort of marble fofas, but fo hot with 
fteams of fulphur proceeding from the baths 
joining to it, *twas impoflible to ftay there 
with one’s clotheson. The two other domes 
were the hot baths, one of which had cocks 
of cold water turning into it, to temper it to 
what degree of warmth the bathers pleafed 
to have. 


I was in my travelling habit, which is a 
riding-<drefs, and certainly appeared very ex- 
traordinary to them. Yet there was not one 
of them that fhewed the leaft furprife or 
impertinent curiofity, but received me with 

all 
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wal the obliging civility pofiible. I know no 
European court; where the ladies would have 
behaved themfeives in fo polite 2 manner:to 
fuch a ftranger. I believe, upon the whole, 
there were two hundred women, and yet none 
of thofe difdainful {miles, and fatirical whi- 
fpers, that never fail in our affemblies, when 
any body appears that-is not dreffed exactly 
in the fathion: They repeated over and over: 
tome; “Uze..e, PEK UZELLE,” which 
is nothing but Charming, very charming. — 
The firft fofas were covered with cushions 
and rich carpets, on which fat the ladies;, 
and on the fecond, their flaves behind . them, 
but without any diftin@ion of rank by their 
drefs, all being inthe ftate of nature, that is, , 
in plain Englith, ftark naked, without any: 
beauty or defe& concealed. Yet there was 
not the leaf wanton fmile: or-immodeft gef- 
ture amongft them. They walked and moved 
with the fame majeftic grace, which Milton: 
deferibes our general mother with. There 
were many amongft them, as exaétly propor~ 
tioned as ever any goddefs was drawn, by 
the pencil of 2 Guido or Titian, and 
F6 mot: 
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moft of their tkins thiningly white, only a- 
dorned by their beautiful hair divided into 
many treffes, hanging on ‘their fhoulders, 
‘braided either with peari or ribbon, perfeétly 
reprefenting the figures of the Graces. 


J was here convinced of the truth of 2 
reflection I have often made, That if it 
were the fafbion to go naked, the face would 
be hardly obferved. ¥ perceived that the 
Jadies of the moft delicate fhkins and fineft 
fhapes, had the greateft fhare of my ad- 
miration, though their faces were fome~ 
times lefs beautiful than thofe of their com- 
panions. To tell you the truth, I had 
wickednefs enough, to with fecretly, that. Mr. 
Gervais could have been there invifible. I 
fancy it would have very. much. improved 
his art, to fee fo: many, fine women na- 
ked, in different poftures, fome in conrer- 
fation, fome working, others drinking cof- 
fee or therbet, and many uegligently lying on 
their cuthions, while their flaves (generally 
pretty girls of feventecn, or cighteen): were. 
employed in braiding their hair in feveral 
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pretty fancies. In thort, *tis the women’s 
coffee-houfe, where all the news of the 
town is told, fcandal invented, &c.——~They 
generally take this diverfion once a week, 
and ftay there at leaft four or five hours, 
without getting cold by immediate coming 
out of the hot bath into the cold room, 
which was very: furprifing to me. The la- 
dy, that feemed the moft confiderable a- 
mong them, entreated me to fit by her, and 
would fain have undreffed me for the bath. 
LT excufed myfelf with fome difficulty. They 
being however all fo earneft in perfuad- 
ing mz, I was at laft forced to open my 
fhirt, and thew them my ftays; which fatif 
fied them very well; for, I faw, they be~ 
lieved I was locked up in that machine, and 
that it was not in my own power to open it, 
which contrivance they attributed to my huf~ 
band. —~—~I was charmed with their civility 
and beauty, and fhould have been very glad 
to pafs more time with them; but Mr. W— 
refolving to purfue his journey next morning 
early, 1 was in hafte to fee the ruins of Jufti- 
nian’s, church, which did not afford me fo a- 

greeable 
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greeable a profpect as I had. left, being little. 
mose than. a heap of ftones. 


Avizv, Madam, I am_fure Ihave now 
¢ptertained you with an account of fuch a. 
fight, as you never faw in your life, and what 
no book of travels could inform. you of, as. 
itis no lefs than death for a.man.to. be found., 
in.one of thefe places. 


LET 
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LET. XXVIE 
TO -THE s°3 BO T< 


Adrianople, April 1. O. S. 1774. 


Yo U {ee that I am very exact in keeping 
the promife you engaged me to make. } 
know not, however, whether your curiofity 
will be fatisfied with the accounts I thalt 
give you, though I can affure you, the dew 
fire I have to oblige you to the utmoft of 
my power, has made me. very diligent in 
my inquiries and obfervations. “Tis cer~ 
.tain we have but very imperfect accounts 
of the manners and religion of thefe people ; 
this part of the world being feldom vifited, 
~but by merchants, who mind little but their 
own affairs; or travellers, who make too 
fort a ftay, to be able to report any thing 
exa@tly of their own knowledge. The 
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Turks are too proud to converfe familiarly 
with merchants), who: cam only pick up. 
fome confufed informations, which are ge- 
nerally falfé, and can give no better account 
of. the ways here, than a French refugee,, 
lodging in a garret im. Greek-ftreet, could: 
write of the court of England. The jour. 
“ngy: we have made from Belgrade hither, . 
, @annot poffibly be paffed by- any out of a- 
public charaéter. The defert woods of 
‘ Servia, are the common. refuge of thieves, , 
who rob fifty.in a company, fo that we had: 
need of all our. guards to. fecure us; and° 
the villages are fo poor, that only force could: 
extort from them neceflary provifions. In-. 
deed. the janizaries had no mercy-on their: 
poverty, killing ali the poultry and theep 
they could find, without afking to whom they: 
belonged; while the wretched owners durft 
not put in their claim, for fear of being 
beaten, Lambs juft fallen, geefe and turkies 
big with.egg, all maffacred without diftinc- 
tion! I fancied I heard the complaints of 
Melibecus for the hope of his flock. When 
the baffas travel, ’tis yet worfe. Thefe op- 
preffors 
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peeffors are not content with eating all that 
is to be eaten belonging to: the peafanss; 
after they have crammed themfelves and 
their numerous. retinue, they have the im- 
pudence to exaét what they call sreth 
money, a contribution for the ufe of their 
teeth, wom with doing them the honour 
of devouring their meat. This. is. literals: , 
ly and exaétly trae, however extravagant” 
it may fem; and fuch is the natural com 
ruption of a military government, their re~ 
Tgion not’ allowing of this barbarity, any: 
more than ours doce. 


Istap the advantage of lodging three 
weeks at Belgrade, with a principal effendi, 
that is to fay, a fcholar, This fet of men 
are equally capable of prefermente in the 
law or the church, thefe two. fciences be- 
ing caft into one, and a lawyer and a prieft 
being the fame word in the Turkith lan- 
guage. ‘They are the only men really confide- 
rable in the empire; all the profitable em- 
ployments and church revenues are in their 
hands. The grand fignior, though general 
we heir 
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heir.to his people, never prefumes to touch 
their lands or money, which go, in an un- 
interrupted fucceffion, to their children. 
*Tis true, they lofe this privilege, by accept~ 
ing a place at court, or the title of baffa; 
bet there are few examples of fuch foole 
among them. You may eafily judge of the 
power of thefe men, who have engroffed all 
the learning, and almoft all the wealth of 
the empire. "Tis they that are the real au-. 
thors, though the foldiers are the actors of 
revulutions. They depofed the late fultan 
Muftapha; and their power is fo well known, 
that ’tis the emperor’s intereft te flatter them, 


‘Tris is a long digreflion. 1 was going 
to tell you, that an intimate daily converfa~ 
tion with the effendi Achmet-beg, gave me 
an opportunity of knowing their religion and 
morals in a more particular manner than per= 
haps any Chriftian ever did. I explained to 
him the difference between the religion of 
England and Rome; and he was pleafed to 
hear there were Chriftians that did not wore 
thip images, or adore the virgin Mary. The 
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ridicule of tranfubftantiation appeared very 
ftrong to him.——-Upon comparing our creéds 
together, I am convinced, that if our friend 
Dr. —— had free liberty of preaching here, it 
would be very eafy to perfuade the generality 
to Chriftianity, whofe notions are very little 
different from his. Mr. Whifton would make 
a very good apoftie here. I don’t doubt his 
zeal will be much fired, if you communicate’ 
this account to him; but tell him, he muft. 
firt have the gift of tongues, before he can. 
poflibly be of any ufc. Mahometifm is 
divided ‘into as many fete as Chriftianitys — 
and the firft inftitution as much neglected and. 
obfcured by interpretations. I cannot here 
forbear reflecting on the natural inclination 
of mankind, to make myiterics and novelties, 
——The Zeidi, Kudi, Jabari, dc. put me in 
mind of the Catholics, Lutherans, and Cal- 
vinifts, and are equally zealous againft one 
another. But the moft prevailing opinion, if 
you fearch into the fecret of the effendis, is, 
plain deifm. This is indeed kept from the 
people, who are amufed with 2 thoufand dife 
ferent notions, according to the different in- 
- tere 
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tere of their preachers.——There are very 
few. amongft them (Achmet-beg denied there 
were any) fo abfurd, as to fet up. for wit, by 
declaring, they believe no God at all. And 
Sir Pau! Rycaut is miftaken (as he common- 
}y is) in.calling the fect muterin, (i. ¢.. the fem 
éret with us) atheifts, they being deifts, whofe 
impiety confifts in making a jeft of their 
prophet, Achmet-beg did not own. to me, 
that he was of this opinion; but made no 
feruple of deviating from fome part of Maho- 
met’s. law, by drinking wine with the fame free» 
dom we did. When Latked him how he 
came to allow himfelf that liberty? He made 
anfwer, that all the creatures of God are 
good, and. defigned for the ufe of mans how- 
ever, that the: prohibition of wine was a very 
wife maxim, and meant for the common 
people, being the fource of all difordere 
amongit them; hut, that the prophet never 
Aefigned to: confine thofe that knew how to 
ufe it with moderation; neverthelefs, he faid,. 
that fcandal ought to be avoided, and that he 
never drank it in public. This is the. gew 
ueral way of thinking amongft. them, and 

very 
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very few forbear drinking wine, that are able 
to afford it. He affured mé, that if I under- 
ftood Arabic, I fhould be very well pleafed 
with reading the Alcoran, which is fofar from 
the nonfenfe we charge it with, that it is the 
pureft morality, delivered in the very beft lan- 
guage. I have fince heard impartial Chri- 
ftians {peak of it in the fame manner; and I 
don’t doubt but that all our tranflations are 
from copies got from the Greek priefts, who 
would not fail to falfify it with the extremity 
of malice. No body of men ever were more 
ignorant, or more corrupt; yet they differ fo 
little from the Romith church, that, I confefs, 
nothing gives me a greater abhorrence of the 
cruelty of your clergy, than the barbarous 
perfecution of them, whenever they have been 
their mafters, for no other reafon than their 
not acknowledging the pope. The diffenting 
in that one article, has got them the titles of 
heretics and f{chifmatics; and, what is worfe, 
the fame treatment. I found at Philippo- 
polis, a fe€t of Chriftians that cali themfelves 
Paulines. They fhew an old church, where, 
they fay, St. Paul preached; and he is their 
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favourite faint, after the fame manner that 
St. Peter is at Rome; neither do they for- 
get to give him the fame preference over the 
reft of the apoftles. 


Bur of all the religions I have feen, that 
of the Arnounts feems to me the moft parti- 
cular; they are natives of Amountlich, the 
ancient Macedonia, and ftill retain the cou- 
rage and hardinefs, though they have loft the 
name of Macedonians, being the beft militia 
in the Turkith empire, and the only check 
upon the janizaries. They are foot foldiers; 
we had a guard of them, relieved in every 
confiderable town we pafied; they are cloth- 
ed and armed at their own expence, dreffed 
in clean white coarfe cloth, carrying guns of 
a prodigious length, which they. run with 
upon their fhoulders, as if they did not feet 
the weight of them, the leader finging a fort 
of rude tune, not unpleafant, and the reft 
making up the chorus. Thefe.people living 
between Chriftians and Mahometans, and 
not being {killed in controverfy, declare, that 
they are utterly unable to judge which reli- 
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gion is beft; but, to be certain of not entire 
ly reje@ting che truth, they very prudently 
follow both. They go to the mofques on 
Fridays, and to the church on Sunday, faying 
for their excufe, that at the day of judgment 
they are fure of proteétion from the true pro- 
phet; but which that is, they are not able 
to determine in this world. 1 believe there 
is no other race of mankind, who have fo 
modeft an opinion of their own capacity. 


‘THese are the remarks I have made, on 
the diverfity of religions I have feen. I don’t 
afk your pardon for the liberty I have taken 
in {peaking of the Roman. I know you 
equally condemn the quackery of all churches, 
as much as you revere the facred truths, in 
which we both agree. 


You will expect I fhould fay fomething 
to you of the antiquities of this country, but 
there are few remains of ancient Greece. 
‘We pafled near the piece of an arch, which 
is commonly called Trajan’s Gate, from a 
fuppofition, that he made it to fhut up the 
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paffage over the mountains, between Sophie 
and Philippopolis. But I rather believe it 
the remains of fome triumphal arch, (though 
I could not fee any infcription;) for if that 
paflage had been fhut up, there are many o- 
thers, that would ferve for the march of an 
army; and, notwithftanding the ftory of 
Baldwin carl of Flanders, being overthrown 
in thefe ftraits, after he won Conftantinople, 
I don’t fancy the Germans would find them- 
{elves ftopped by them at this day. "Tis 
true, the road is now made (with great in- 
duftry) as commodious 23 poflible, for the 
march of the Turkifh army; there is not 
one ditch or puddle between this place and 
Belgrade, that has not a large ftrong bridge 
of planks built over it; but the precipices 
are not fo terrible as I had heard them repre- 
fented. At thefe mountains we lay at the 
little village Kitkoi, wholly inhabited by Chri- 
ftians, as all the peafants of Bulgaria are. 
‘Their houfes are nothing but little huts, raifed 
of dirt baked in the fun; and they leave 
them, and fly into the mountains, fome months 
before the march of the ‘Turkith army, who 

would 
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would elfe entirely ruin them, by driving a- 
sway their whole flocks. This precaution 
-fecures them in a fort of plenty; for fuch 
vaft traéts of land lying in common, they 
have the liberty of fowing what they pleafe, 
and are generally very induftrious hufband- 
men. I drank here feveral forts of delicious 
wine. The women drefs themfelves in a 
great variety of coloured glafs beads, and are 
not ugly, but of atawny complexion. I have 
now told you all that is worth telling you, 
.and perhaps more, relating to my journcy. 
"When F am at Conftantinople, I'll try to pick 
up fome curiofities, and then you fhalt hear 
again from > : 


Yours, &c. 


Vou. I. G LET 
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LET. XXvmM. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF B——. 


Adrianople, April 1. O.S. 1717. 


As I never can forget the fmalleft of your 
ladythip’s commands, my firft bufinefs here, 
has been to inquire after the ftuffs you order- 
ed me to look for, without being able to find 
what you would like. The difference of the 
drefs here and at London is fo great, the 
fame fort of things are not proper for caftans 
and manteaus. However, I will not give o- 
vér my fearch, but renew it again at Con- 
ftentinople, though I have reafon to belicve 
there is nothing finer than what is to be 
Sound here, as this place is at prefent the re- 
fidence of the court. The grand fignior’s eld- 
eft daughter was married fome few days be- 
fore I came hither; and, upon that occafion, 
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the Turkith ladies difplay all their magnifi- 
cence. ‘The bride was conduéted to her 
hufband’s houfe in very great fplendour. She 
is widow of the late vizier, who was kiiled 
at Peterwaradin, though that ought rather to 
be called a contraét than a marriage, fince the 
never has lived with him; however, the 
greateft part of his wealth is hers. He had 
the permiffion of vifiting her in the feragtios 
and, being one of the handfomeft men in the 
empire, had very much engaged her affec- 
tiogs.-—When fhe faw this fecond hu& 
band, who is at leat fifty, fhe could not for- 
bear buriting into tears. He is indeed aman 
of merit, and the declared favourite of the 
Multan (which they call mofayp) but that is 
not enough to make him pleafing in the eyes 
of a girl of thirteen. 


THe government here is entirely in the 
hands of the army. The grand fignior, with 
all his abfolute power, is as much a flave as 
any of his fubje€ts, and trembles at a janiza- 





ry's frown. Here is, indeed, a much greater 
appearance of fubjection than amongft us; a 
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minifter of itate is not fpeke to, but upon the 
knee; fhould a reficétion on his conduc be 
dropt in a coffee-houfe (for they have f{pies,e- 
very where) the houfe would be raz’d to the 
groand, and perhaps the whole company put 
to the torture. No fuzzaing mobs, fenfelefs 


fumphlets, and tavern difputes about politicks ; 


A confequential iif that freedom draws 5 
A bad effeét,—but from a noble caufe. 


Nene of our harmicfs calling names! but 
when a minifter here difpleafes the people, in 
thrce hours time he is dragged even from his 
mafter’s arms. They cut off bis hands, head, 
and feet, and throw them before the palace 
gate, with all the refpeét in the worlds while 
the fultan (to whom they all profefs an un- 
limited adoration) fits trembling in his apart- 
ment, and dare neither defend ner revenge 
This is the bleffed condition 
of the moft abfolute monarch upon earth, 





his fave’ 


who cwns no Jaw but his will. 
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my heart, that the parliament would fend 
hither a fhip-load of your paffive obedient 
men, that they might fee arbitrary govern- 
ment in its cleareft, ftrongeft light, where 
"tis hard to judge, whether the prince, people, 
of minifters, are moft miferable. I could 
make many reflections on this fubjeét; but I 
know, madam, your own good fenfe has al- 
ready furnithed you with better than I am ca-. 
pable of. 


I went yefterday along with the French 
ambaffadrefs to fee the grand fignior in his 
paffage to the mofque. He was preceded by 
a numerous guard of janizaries, with vaft 
white feathers on their heads, as alfo by the 
fpabis and boffangees {thefe are foot and horfe- 
guards) and the royal gardeners, which are a 
very confiderable body of men, dreffed in dif- 
ferent habits of fine lively colours, fo that, at 
a diftance, they appeared like a parterre of 
tulips. After them the aga of the janizaries, 
in a robe of purple velvet, lined with filver- 
tiffue, his horfe led by two flaves richly dref- 
fed. Next him the Ayzfier-aga {your lady- 
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fhip knows, this is the chief guardian of the 
feraglio ladies) in a deep yellow cloth (which 
fuited very well to his black face) lined with 
fables. Laft came his fublimity himfelf, ar- 
sayed in green, lined with the fur of a black 
Mufcovite fox, which is fuppofed worth a 
thoufand pounds fterling, and mounted on a 
fine horfe, with furniture embroidered with 
jewels. Six more horfes richly caparifoned 
were led after him ; and two of his principal 
courtiers bore, one his gold, and the other 
his filver coffee-pot, on a ftaff; another 
carried a filver ftool on his head for him to 
fit on.—It would be too tedious to teil 
your ladythip the various dreffes and turbants 
by which their rank is diftinguithed ; but 
they were all extremely rich and gay, to the 
number of fome thoufands; fo that perhaps 
there cannot be feen a more beautiful pro~ 
ceffion. The fultan appeared to us a hand~ 
fome man of about forty, with fomething, 
however, fevere in his countenance, and his 
eyes very full and black. He happened to 
ftop under the window where we ftood, and 
(i fuppofe being told who we were) looked 

upon 
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upon us very attentively, fo that we had fult 
Jeifure to confider him. The French am- 
baffadrefs agreed with me as to his good 
mien: I fee that lady very often; the is 
young, and her converfation would be a great 
relief to me, if I could perfuade her to live 
without thofe forms and ceremonies that 
make life fo formal and tirefome. But fhe 
is fo delighted with her guards, her four and 
twenty footmen, gentlemen-uthers, &c. that 
fhe would rather die than make me a vifit 
without them ; not to reckon a coachful of 
attending damfels yclep’d maids of honour. 
‘What vexes me is, that as long as the will 
vifit me with a troublefome cquipage, I am 
obliged to do the fame: however, our mutual 
intereft makes us much together, I went 
with her the other day all round the town, 
in an open gilt chariot, with our joint train 
of attendants, preceded: by our guards, who 
might have fummoned the people to fee what 
they had never feen, nor ever perhaps would 
fee again, two young Chriftian ambafladrefts 
at the fame time.. Your ladythip may eafily 
imagine, we drew a vat crowd of {pedtators, 
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but all filent as death. If any of them had 
taken the liberties of our moba upon any 
ftrange fight, our janizaries had made no 
fcruple of falling on them with their fcimi+ 
tars, without danger for fo doing, being above 
law. Thefe people however (I mean the ja- 
nizaries) have fome good qualities ; they are 
very zealous and faithful where they ferve, 
and look upon it as their bufinefs to fight 
for you on all occafions. Of this I had a ve- 
ry pleafant inftance in a village on this fide 
Philippopotis, where we were met by our do- 
meftick guards. I happened to befpeak pi- 
geons for fupper, upon which one of my jani- 
zaries went immediately to the cadi (the 
chief civil officer of the town) and ordered 
him to fend in fome dozens. The poor man 
anfwered, that he had already fent about, but 
could get none. My janizary, in the beight 
of his zeal for my fervicé, immediately locked 
him up prifoner in his room, telling him he 
deferved death for his impudence, in offering 
to excufe his not obeying my command; but, 
out of refpe€t to me, he would not punifh 
him but by my order. Accordingly, he came 

very 


LETTER & 153 


very gravely to me, to afk what ‘fhould be 
done to him; adding, by way of compliment, 
that if I pleafed he would bring me his head. 
-—-This may giye you fome idea of the un- 
limited power of thefe fellows, who are all 
fworn brothers, and bound to revenge the in- 
juries done to one another, whether at Cairo, 
Aleppo, or any part of. the world. © This in- 
violable league makes them fo powerful, that 
the greateft.man-at court never {peaks to 
them but in a flattering tone ; and in Affa, a- 
ny man that is rich, is forced to enrol himfelf 
a janizary, to fecure his eftate. -—But I have 
already faid enough ; and I dare fwear, dear 
madam, that by this time, ’tis 2 very comfort- 
able reflection to you, that there is no poffi- 
bility of rour receiving fach a tedious letter 
but once in fix months; 'tis that confidera- 
tion has given me the aflurance of entertain- 
ing you fo long, antl will, I hope, plead the 
excufe of, dear madam, 


Yours, &2. 


Gs LET. 
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LET. XXIx. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF —~— 


Adrianople, April 1. O. 8. 7 


J WISH to God, dear fifter, that you 
were as regular in letting me know what paf- 
fes on your fide of the globe, as 1 am careful 
in endeavouring to amufe you by the ac- 
count of all I fee here, that I think worth 
your notice. You content yourfelf with tel- 
Jing me over and over, that the town is very 
dull: it may, pofibly, be dull to you, when 
every day does not prefent you with fome- 
thing new; but for metthat am in arrears, at 
Teaft two months news, all that feems very 
flale with you, would be very freth and 
fweet here. Pray let me into more parti- 
culars, and I will try to awaken your grati- 
tude, by giving you a full and true relation 

of 
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of the novelties of this place; none of which 
would furprife you more than 2 fight of my 
perfon, as I am now in my Turkith habit, 
though I believe you would be of my opini. 
‘on, that ’tis admirably becoming. —I intend 
to fend you my pi€ture; in the mean time ac- 
cept of it here, % 


Tue firft part of my drefs is a pair of 
drawers, very full, that reach to my thoes, 
and’ conceal the legs more modeftly than your 
petticoats. They are of a thin rofe-coloured 
damafk, brocaded with filver flowers. My 
fhoes are of white kid leather, embroidcred 
with gold. Over this hangs my fmock, of a 
fine white filk gauze, edged with embroidc- 
ry. This fmock has wide fleeves, hanging 
half way down the arm, and is clofed at the 
neck with 2 diamond button; but the fhape 
and colour of the bofom is very well to be 
diftinguithed through it.The antery is a 
waiftcoat, made clofe to the fhape, of white 
and gold damatk, with very long fleeves fal- 
ling back, and fringed with deep gold fringe, 
and fhould have diamond or pearl buttons. 

GG My 
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My caftan, of the fame ftuff with my draw 
ers, is a robe exaétly fitted to my fhape, and 
reaching to my feet, with very long ftrait fal- 
ling fleeves. Over this is my girdle, of about 
four fingers broad, which, all that can afford 
it, have entirely of diamonds or other preci- 
ous ftones; thofe who will not be at that ex- 
pence, have it of exquifite embroidery on fa~ 
tin; but it muft be faftened before with a 
clafp of diamonds.-—The curdee is a loofe 
robe they throw off, or put on, according to 
the weather, being of a rich brocade (mine is 
green and gold) either lined with ermine or 
Tables; the fleeves reach very little below the 
Shoulders. The head-drefs is compofed of a 
cap, called ta/pock, which is, in winter, of 
fine velvet embroidered with pearls or dia- 
monds, and in fummer, of a light fhining fil- 
ver ftuff. This is fixed on one fide of the 
head, hanging a little way down with a gold 
taffel, and bouhd on, either with a circle of 
diamonds (as I have feen feveral) or a rich 
embroidered handkerchief. On the other 
fide of the head, the hair is laid flat; and 
here the ladies are at liberty to thew their 

fancies 5 
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fancies ; fome putting flowers, others a plume 
of heron’s feathers, and, in fhort, whit they 
Pleafe; but the moft generat fafhion is a 
large bouquet of jewels, made like natural 
flowers ; that is, the buds, of pearl 5 the ro- 
fes, of different coloured rubies ; the jefla- 
mines, of diamonds ; the jonquils, of topazes, 
ec. fo well fet and enamelled, 'tis hard to 
imagine any thing of that kind fo beautiful. 
The hair hangs at its full length behind, di- 
vided into treffes braided with pearl or ribbon, 
which is always in great quantity. I never 
faw in my life, fo many fine heads of hair. 
In one lady’s, I have counted a hundred and 
ten of the treffes, all natural ; but it muit be 
owned, that every kind of beauty is more 
common here than with us. "Tis furprifing 
to fee a young woman that is not very hand- 
fome. ‘They have naturally the moft beau- 
tiful complexions in the world, and general- 
Jy large black eyes. I can affure you with 
great trath, that the court of England (tho’ 
T believe it the faireft in Chriftendam) does 
not contain fo many beauties as are under 
our proteGtion here. They generally fhape 

their 
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their eye-brows, and both Greeks and ‘Turks ¥ 
have the cuftom of putting round their eyes 
a black tinéture, that, at a diftance, or by 
candle-light, adds very much to the blacknefs 
of them. I fancy many of our ladies would 
be overjoyed to know this fecret; but ’tis 
too vifible by day. ‘They dye their nails a 
rofe colour ; but, I.own, I cannot enough ace 
cuftom myfelf to this fahion, to find any 
beauty in it. 


As to their morality-or good condutt, I 
can fay, like Harlequin, that ’tis juft as ’tis 
with you; and the Turkifh ladies don’t com. 
mit one fin the lefe for not being Chriftians. 
Now that I am a little acquainted with their 
ways, I cannot fosbear admiring, cither the 
exemplary difcretion, or extreme ftupidity of 
all che «riters that have given. accounts of 
‘Wem. "Tis very eafy to fee, they have in ree 
ality more liberty than we have. No #o- 
man, of what rank foever, is permitted to go 
into the ftreets without two murlins, one that 
covers her face all but her eyes; and ano- 
“ther, that hides the whole drefs of ber head, 

and 


LETTERS 159 


and hangs half way down her back. Their 
fhapes are alfo wholly concealed, by 2 thing 
they call a. ferigee, which no woman of ‘a- 
ny fort appears without; this has ftrait fleeves, 
that reach to their fingers-ends, and it laps 
all round them, not unlike a riding-hood. 
In winter, ’tis of cloth; and in fummer, of 
plain ftuff or filk. You may guefs then, how 
effetually this difguifes them, fo that there 
is no diftinguifhing the great lady from her 
flave. “Tis impoflible for the moft jealous 
hufband to know his wife, when he meets 
her; and no man dare touch or follow a wo- 
man in the ftreet. 


‘Tus perpetual mafquerade gives them en- 
tire liberty of following their inclinations, 
without danger of difcovery. The moft u- 
fual method of intrigue, is, to fend an ap- 
pointment to the lover to meet the lady at a 
Jew’s thop, which are as notorioufly conve- 
nient as our Indian-houfes; and yet, even 
thofe who don’t make ufe of them, do not 
fcruple to go to buy pennyworths, and tumble 
over rich goods, which are chiefly to be 

found 
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found amongft that fort of people. The 
great ladies feldom let their gallants know 
* who they are; and ’tis fo difficult to find it 
out, that they can very feldom guefs at her 
name, whom they have correfponded with for 
above half a year together. You may eafily 
imagine the number of faithful wives very 
fmail in a country where they have nothing 
to fear from a lover’s indifcretion, fince we 
fee fo many have the courage to expofe them- 
felves to that in this world, and all. the 
threatened punifhment of the next, which is 
never preached to the Turkith damfels. 
Neither have they much to apprehend from 
the refentment of their hufbands; thofe ladies 
that are rich, having all their money in their 
own hands. Upon the whole, I look upon 
the Turkith women, as the only free people 
in the empire: the very divan pays refpect to 
“them ; and the grand fignior himfelf, when a 
baffa is executed, never violates the privileges 
of the daram, .or women’s apartment) which 
yemains unfearched and entire to the widow. 
They are queens of their flaves, whom the 
bufband bas no permifios fo much 2s to look 
upon, 
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upon, except it be an old woman or two that 
his lady chufes. Tis truc, their law permits 
them four wives; but there is no inftance of 
a man of quality that makes ufe of this li- 
berty, or of a woman of rank that would fuf- 
fer it. When a hufband happens to be in- 
conftant, (as thofe things will happen) he 
keeps his miftrefs in a houfe apart, and 
vilita her as privately as he can, juft as it is 
with you. Amongit all the great men here, 
T only know the sefterdar, (i. ¢, treafurer} 
that keeps a number of the-flaves, for his own 
ufe, {that is, on his own fide of the houfe; 
for 2 flave once given to ferve a lady, is en- 
tirely at her difpofal) and he is fpoke of as a 
libertine, or what we fhould call a rake, and 
his wife won’t fee him, though fhe continues 
to live in his houfe. Thus you fee, dear 
fifter, the manners of mankind do not dif- 
fer fo widely, a8 our voyage-writers would 
make us believe, Perbaps, it would be more 
entertaining to add a few furprifing cuftoms 
of my own invention ; but nothing feems ta 
me fo agrecable as truth, and I believe no 

thing 
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thing fo acceptable to you. I conclude there- 
fore with repeating the great truth of my 
being, 


Dear fifter, de. 





LET. 
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LET. XxX. 
TO MR POPE, 


Adrianople, April 1. O, S. 1717, 


I DARE fay you expea, at leaft, fomething 
very new new in this letter, after Ihave gone 
a journey, not undertaken by any Chriftian, 
for fome hundred years. The moft re- 
markable accident that happened to me, 
was my being very near overturned into the 
Hebrus; and, if I had much regard for the 
glories that one’s name enjoys after death, 
T fhould certainly be forry for having mif- 
fed the romantic conclufion of fwimming 
down the fame river in which the mufical 
head of Orpheus repeated verfes, fo many ages 
fince; 

“ Caput 
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“ Caput a cervice revulfum, 

© Gurgite cum medio, portans Ocagrius Hebrus 

“ Volveret, Eurydicen vex ipfa, et frigida 
lingua, 

“ Ah! miferam Eurzdicen! anima fugiente 
vocabat, 


“ Burydicen toto referedant flumine ripe.” 


‘Who knows but fome of your bright wits 
might have found it a fubje& affording many 
poetical turns, and have told the world, in an- 
heroic elegy, that, 


As equed weregur fouls, fo equal were our fates? 


I defpair of ever hearing fo many fine things 
faid of me, as fo extraordinary a death would. 
Wave given occafion for. 


I am at this. prefent moment writing in a 
Hioufe fituated on the banks of: the Hebrus, 
which runs under my chamber window. My 
garden. is full of tall cyprefe trees, upon the 
branches of which feveral couple of. true 
turtles are faying foft things to one another- 

from. 
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from morning till night. How naturally do 
boughs and vows come into my mind, at this 
minute? and muft not you confefs, to my 
praife, that ’tis more than an ordinary difcre- 
tion, that-can reGift the wicked fuggeftions of 
poetry, in 2 place where truth, for once, fur- 
nithes all the ideas of paftoral. ‘The fum- 
mer is already far advanced, in this part of 
the world; and, for fome miles round Adri- 
anople, the whole ground is laid out in gar- 
dens, and the banks of the rivers are fet with 
rows of fruit-trees, under which all the moft 
confiderable Turks divert themfelves every 
evening, not with walking, that is not one of 
their pleafures; but a fet party of them chufe 
out a green fpot, where the fhade is very 
thick, and there they fpread a carpet, on 
which they fit drinking their coffee, and are 
generally attended by fome flave with a fine 
voice, or that plays on fome inftrument. 
Every twenty paces you may fee one of thefe 
little companies, liftening to the dafhing of 
the river; and this tafte is fo univerfal, that 
the very gardeners arc not without it. 
have often feen them and their children fit 
ting 
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ting on the banks of the river, and playing 
on a rural inftrument, perfectly anfwering 
the defcription of the ancient fue, being 
compofed of unequal reeds, with a fimple, 
but agreeable foftnefs in the found. 


Mr. App1son might here make the ex- 
periment he fpeaks of in his travels; there 
not being one inftrument of mufick among 
the Greek or Roman ftatues, that is not to 
be found in the hands of the people of this 
country. The young lads generally divert 
themfelves with making garlands for their fa- 
vourite lambs, which I have often feen painted 
and adorned with flowers, lying at their feet, 
while they fung or played. It is not that 
they ever read romances. But thefe are the 
ancient amufements here, and as natural to 
them as cudgel-playing and foot-ball to our 
Britith fwains; the foftnefs and warmth of 
the climate forbidding all rough exercifes, 
which were never fo much as heard of a- 
mongtt them, and naturally infpiring a lazi- 
nefs and averfion ‘to labour, which the great 
plenty indulges, Thefe gardeners are the 

only 
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only happy race of country people in Turkey. 
‘They furnith all the city with fruits and 
herbs, and {eem to live very eafily. They 
are moft of them Greeks, and have little 
houfes in the midit of their gardens, where 
their wives and daughters take a liberty, not 
permitted in the town, I mean, to go unveil- 
ed. Thefe wenches are very neat and hand- 
fome, and pafs their time at their looms, un- 
der the fhade of the trees. 


1 no longer look upon Theocritus as a ro- 
mantic writer; he has only given a plain i- 
mage of the way of life amongft the pea~ 
fants of his country; who, before oppreflion 
had reduced them to want, were, I fuppofe, 
all employed as the better fort of them are 
now. I don’t doubt, had he been born a 
Briton, but his Idylliums had been filled with 
defcriptions of threfhing and churning, both 
which are unknown here, the corn being all 
trode out by oxen; and butter (I {peak it 
with forrow) unheard of. 


T reap over your Homer here, with an 
infinite 
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infinite pleafure, and find feveral little paf- 
fages explained, that I did not before entirely 
comprehend the beauty of ; many of the cu- 
ftoms, and much of the drefs then in fafhion, 
being yet retained. I don’t wonder to find 
more remains here, of an age fo diftant, than 
isto be found in any other country, the 
Torks not taking that pains to introduce 
their own manners, as has been generally 
practifed by other nations, that imagine 
themfelves more polite. It would be too 
tedious to you, to point out all the paffages 
that relate to prefent cuftoms. But, I can 
affure you, that the princeffeseand great la~ 
dies pafs their time at their looms, embroi- 
dering veils and robes, furrounded by their 
maids, which are always very numerous, in 
the fame manner as we find Andromache 
and Helen defcribed. The defcription of 
the belt of Menelaus, exactly refembles thofe 
that are now worn by the great men, faften- 
ed before with broad golden clafps, and em- 
broidered round with rich work. The fnowy 
veil that Helen throws over her face, is ftill 
fathionable ; and I never fee half a dozen of 

old 
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eld bathaws (as Ido very often) with their 
reverend beards, fitting batking in the fun, 
but I recolle€t good king Priam and his 
counfellors. Their manner of dahcing is 
certainly the fame that Diana is fung to have 
danced on the banks of Eurotas. ‘The great 
lady ftill leads che dance, and is followed by 
a troop of young girls, who imitate her fteps, 
and, if the fings, make up the chorus. ‘The 
tunes are extremely gay and lively, yet with 
fomething in them wonderfully foft. The 
fteps are varied according to the pleafure of 
her that leads the dance, but always in exact 
time, and infinitely more agreeable than any 
of our dances, at leat in my opinion. I 
fometimes make one in the train, but am 
not fkilful enough to lead: thefe are the 
Grecian dances, the Turkith being very dif+ 
ferent. 


I sHoutp have told you, in the firit 
place, that the Eaftern manners give a great 
light into many fcripture-paffages, that appear 
odd to us, their phiafes being commonly what 
we fhould call fcripture language. The vul- 

Vou.L H gar 
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gar Turk is very different from what is fpoke 
at court, or amongft the people of figure; 
who always mix fo much Arabic and Perfian 
in their difcourfe, that it may very well be 
talisd another language. And ’tis as sidi- 
culous to made ufe of the expreflons com- 
monty ufed, in (peaking to a great man or la- 
dy, as it would be to fpeak broad Yorkshire, 
or Somerfetthire, in the drawing-room. Be- 
fides this ditin@ion, they have what they 
call the fudline, that is, a ftyle proper for 
poetry, and which is the exadt feripture ftyle. 
I bslizve you will be pleafed to fee a genuine 
examplz of this; and Y am very glad I have 
it in my power to fatisfy your curiofity, by 
fending you a faithful copy of the verfes that 
Ibrahim Baffa, the reigning favourite, has 
made for the young princefs, his contracted 
wife, whom he is not yet permitted to vilit 


without witneffes, though fhe is gone home 





2 is a man of wit and learn- 





tohis houf. 
ing; and whether or no he is capable of writ- 
ing good verfe, you may be fure, that, en 
fuch an occafion, he wou!d not want the afi. 
tance of the deft pocts in the empire. ‘Thus 

the 
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‘the verfes may be looked upon as a fample of 
their fineft poetry; and I don’t doubt you} 
be of my mind, that it is moft wonderfully re- 
fembling The fong of Solomon, which was alfé 
addreffed to a royal bride. 


Turkish Verses addreffed to the Suh 


tana, eldeft daughter of Supran Ach. 
mer Tk 


STANZA L 
Ver, © 


8 TH E nightingale now wanders in the vines; 
Her paffion is to feek rofes. 


2 I went down to admire the beauty of the vines ¢ 
The fucctnefs of your charms bas ravifbed 
my foul. 


3 Your eyes are black and lovely, 
But will and difdainful as thofe of a flag. 


STANZA IL 


1 The wifbed poffefionis delayed fromday today ; 
H2 The 
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The cruel Sultan ACHMET will not permit me 
Lo fee thofe cheeks, more vermilion than rofes. 


2 I dare not fuatch one of your kiffes; 
The fweetnefs of your charms has ravift'd 


my foul. 


4 Your eyes are black and lovely, 


But wild and difdainful as thefe of a flog. 


STANZA It. 


1 The wretched Ieranim fighs in thefe verfes; 
One dart from your cyes dus piere’d thr’? 
my heart. | 


2 Ab! when will the hour of poffeffion arrive? 
Muft I yet wait a long time? 
The fwectnefs of your charms ‘has ravift’d 
my foul. 


3 4b! Suiraxa! frag-ey'd——an angel a- 
mong ft angels! 

I defire,—and, my defire remains unfatisfied.— 

Can you take delight to prey upon my heart? 


STANZA 
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1 My cries pierce the heavens! 
My eyes are without fleep! 
Turn to me, Suurana—let me gaze on thy 
beauty. 


2 Adieu———I go down to the grave. 
Uf you call me———I return. 
My heart is—hot as. fulphur;—figh, and st 
will fame. 


3 Crown of my life! fair light of my eyes! 
My Surana! my princefs! 
I rub my face againff theearth ;—Iamdrown'd 
in fealding tears—I rave! : 
Have you no campaffion? Will you not turn 
to-look upon me ?* 


F have taken abundance of pains to get thefe 
verfes in a literal tranflation; and if you were 
acquainted with my interpreters, I might 
{pare myfelf the trouble of affuring you, that 
they have received no postical touches from 

3 their 
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their hands. In my opinion (allowing for 
the inevitable faults of a profe tranflation in- 
to a language fo very diiferent) there is a 
good deal of beauty in them. The epithet 
of flag-ey'd (though the found is not very a= 
greeable in Englifh) pleafes me extremely; 
and I think it a very lively image of the fire 
and indifference in his miftrefs’s eyes. 
Monfieur Boileau has very juftly obferved, 
that we are never to judge of the elevation of 
anexpreffion in an ancient author, by the 
found it carries with us; fince it may be ex~ 
tremely fine with them, when, at the fame 
time, it appears low or uncouthto us. You 
are fo well acquainted with Homer, you can- 
not but have obferved the fame thing, and 
you muft have the fame indulgence for all 
Oriental poetry. The repetitions at the end 
of the two firft ftanzas are meant for a fort 
of chorus, and are agreeable to the ancient 
manner of writing. The mufic of the verfes 
apparently changes in the third ftanza, where 
the burden is altered; and I think he very 
artfully feems more paflionate at the conclu- 
fion, as ’tis natural for people to warm them- 

{elves 
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felves by their own difcourfe, efpecially on a 
fabjeé in which ong is deeply concerned; ’tis 
certainty far more touchiag, than our mo- 
dern cuftom of concluding a fong of paffion 
with a turn which is in: 





nfiftent with it. 
The firft verfe is a defcription of the feafon 








of the years all the country now being full 
of nightingales, whofe amours with roles, is 
an Arabian fable, as well known herc, as any 
part of Ovid amongft us, and is much the 
fame as if an Englith poem fhould begin, by 
faying, ——-“ Now: Philomela fings.” Or 
what if I turned the whole into the ftyle of 
Englith poetry, to fee low it would look? : 


STANZA IL 


Now Philomel renews hertender ftrain, 
“ Indulging all the night her pleafing pain; 


“ Y fought the groves to hear the wanton fing, 
“ There faw a face more beauteous than the 
“ fpring. 
Your large Rags-eyes, where theufand glo 
* ries play, 
* As bright, as lively, but as wild 2s they. 
Ha STANZA 
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*€ In vain I’m promis’d fuch a heaven’ly prize, 

“ Ah! cruel Suttan! who delay’ft my joys! 

“ While piercing charms transfix my am’rous 
“ heart, 

“T dare not {natch one kits to afc the fmart. 


“ Thofe eyes! like, &e. 


STANZA IL 


* Your wretched lover in thefe lines com- 
plains; 
“ Brom thofe dear beauties rife his killing 
“© pains. 


“ When will the hour of with’d-for blifs ar- 
“ rive? 

“Muft I wait longer ?————~Can I wait 
and live? 


‘© Ah! bright Sultana! maid divinely fair! 
“ Can you, unpitying, fee the Femme I bear? 


STANZA 
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STANZA IV. 


“The heavens relenting, hear my piercing 
© cries, 

* T loathe the light, and fleep forfakes my 
“ eyes; 

Turn thee, Sultana, ere thy lover dics: 


“ Sinking to earth, I figh the laft adieu, 
« Call me, my goddefs, and my life renew. 


“My queen! my angel! my fond heart’s 


“ defire ! * 
“T rave——my bofom burns with heav’nly 
“ fire! 


“ Pity that paffion, which thy charms infpire. 


TI have taken the liberty, in the fecond verfe, 
of following what I fuppofe the true fenfe of 
the author, though not literally expreffed. 
By his faying, He went down to admire the 
beauty of the vines, and her charms ravifbed 
bis foul, I underitand a poctical fiction, of 
having firft feen her in a garden, where he 
was admiring the beauty of the fpring. But 
tes Hs I 
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T could not forbear retaining the comparifon 
of her cyes with that of a ftag, though per- 
haps the novelty of it may give it a burlefque 
found in our language. I cannot determine, 
upon the whole, how weil I have fucceeded in 
the tranflation, neither do I think our Eng- 
lifh proper to exprefs fuch violence of pat 
fion, which is very feldom felt amongft us. 
‘We want alfo thofe compound words which 
are very frequent and ftrong in the Turkith 
language. 


You fee I am pretty far gone in Oriental 
Baroing; and to fay truth, I ftudy very hard. 
I with my ftudies may give me an occafion 
of entertaining your curiofity, which will 
be the utmoft adyantage hoped for from 
them, by, 


Yours, ée. 


LET. 
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LET. XXX. 
TO MRS. & C 


Adrianople, April 1. OWS. 


Is my opinion, dear S. I ought rather to 
quarrel with you, for not anfwering my Ni-+ 
meguen letter of Auguft, till December, than 
to excufe my not writing till now. I age 
fure there is not on. my fide a very good ex- 
cufe for filence, having gone fuch tirefome 
land-journies, though I don’t find the conclu- 
fion of them fo bad as you feem to imagine. 
Tam very eafy here, and not in the folitude 
_ You fancy me. The great number of Greeks, 
French, Englith, and Italians, that are under 
our protection, make their court to me from 
morning to night, and, I'll affure you, are, 
many of them, very fine ladies; for there is 
no poffibility for a Chriftian to live eafily un- 
n6é der 
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der this government, but by the prote@tion of 
and the richer they ara, 





an ambaiiador 
the greater is their danger. 


Tuose dreadful ftories you have heard of 
the plague, have very little foundation in 
truth. I own, I have much ado to reconcile 
ayfelf to the found of a word, which has at- 
ways given me fuck terrible ideas; though FE 
am convinced there is little more in it, than 
in a fever. Asa proof of this, let me tell 
you, that we paffed through two or three 
towns moft violently infected. In the very 
flext houfe where we lay, (im one of thofe 
places) two perfons dicd of it. Luckily for 
me I was fo well deceived, that J knew no- 
thing of the matter; and I was made be- 
lieve, that our fecond cook had only a great 
cold. However,-we left our doctor to take 
care of him, and yefterday they both arrived 
here in good health; and Iam now let into 
the fecret, that he has had the plague, There 
are many that cfcape it, neither is the air e- 
ver infected. I am perfuaded, that it would 
be as eafy a matter to root it out here, a3 out 
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of Italy and France; but it does fo little mif- 
chief, they are nof very folicitous about it, and 
are content to fuffer this diftemper, inftead of 
our variety, which they are atterly unac- 
quainted with. 


A-propos of ditempers, I am going to tell 
you a thing that will make you with yourfelf. 
here. The fmall-pox, fo fatal, and fo gene- 
ral amongtt us, is here entirely harmlefs, by 
the invention of ingrafting, which is the 
term they give it. There is a fet of old wo- 
men, who make it their bufinefs to perform 
the operation, évery autumn, in the month of 
September, when the great heat is abated. 
People fend to one another to know if any 
of their family has a mind to have the fmall~ 
pox: they make parties for this purpofe, and 
when they are met (commonly fifteen or fix- 
teen together) the old woman comes with 2 
nut-fhell full of the matter of the belt fort of 
fmall pox, and afks what veins you pleafe to 
have opened. She immediatcdy rips open that 
you offer to her, with a large needle (which 


gives you no more pain than a common 
feratch} 
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fesatch) and puts into the vein as much-mat- 
ter ascan ly upon the head of her needle, 
and after that, binds up the little wound with 
a hollow bit of thell; and in this manner o- 
pens four or five veins. The Grecians have 
commonly the fuperftition of opening one in 
the middle of the forehead, one in cach arm, 
and one on the breaft, to mark the fign of the 
crofs; but this has a very ill effect, all thefe 
wounds leaving little fears, and is not done 
by thofe that are not fuperftitious, who chufe 
to have them in the legs, or that part of the 
arm that is concealed. The children or young 
patients play together all the reft of the day, 
and are in perfcé health to the eighth. 
Then the fever begins to feize them, and they 
keep their beds twa days, very feldom three. 
They have very rarely above twenty or thirty 
in their faces, which. never mark, and in 
eight days time they are 38 well as before 
their illnefs. Where they are wounded, there 
remain running fores during the diftemper, 
which I don’t doubt is a great relief to it. 
Every year thoufands undergo this sar 

an 
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and the French ambaffador fays pleafantly, that 
they take the fmall-pox: here by way of diver 
fion, as they take the waters in other coun~ 
tries. There is no example of any one that 
has died in it; and you may believe I am 
well fatisfied of the fafety of this experiment, 
fince I intend to try it on my dear little fon. 
I am patriot enough to take pains to bring 
this ufeful invention into fathion in England, 
and I fhould not fail to write fome of our 
do&tors very particularly about it, if I knew 
any one of them that I thought had virtue e~ 
nough to deftroy fach a confiderable branch 
of their revenue, for the good of mankind. 
But that diftemper is too beneficial to them, 
not to expofe to all their refentment the har- 
dy wight that thould undertake to put an end 
ta it. Perhaps, if I live to return, I may, 
however, have courage to war with them. 
Upon this occafion, admire the heroifm in 
the heart of 


Your friend, &c. ee. 
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LET. XXX. 
<o «1. Ss. Oo 


Adrianople, April 1. O. S. 1718. 


I CAN now tell dear Mrs. T—, that 
lam fafely arrived at the end of my very 
Jong journey. 1 will not tire you with the 
account of the many fatigues I have fuffer- 
ed. You would rather be‘informed of the 
ftrange things that are to be feen heres and 
a letter out of Turkey, that has nothing ex-~ 
traordinary in it, would be as great a difap- 
pointment, as my vifitors will receive at Lon- 
don, if I return thither without any rarities to 
fhew them. ‘What fhall I tel you of ? 
‘You never faw camels in your life; 
and perhaps the defcription of them will ap- 
pear new to you; I can affure you, the firlt 
fight of them was fo to me; and though! 
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have feen hundreds of pitures of thofe ani- 
mals, I never faw any that was refembling ¢- 
nough, to give a true idea of them. I am 
going to make a bold obfervation, and pofi- 
bly a falfe one, becaufe nobody has ever made 
it before me; but I do take them to be of 
the ftag kind; their legs, bodies, and necks, 
are exaétly fhaped Jike them, and their colour 
very near the fame. "Tis true, they are much 
larger, being a great deal higher than a horfe, 
and fo fwift, that, after the defeat of Peter~ 
‘waradin, they far outran the fwifteft horfes, 
and brought the firft news of the lofs of the 
battle to Belgrade. They are never thorough- 
Jy tamed; the drivers take care to tic them 
ene to another, with ftrong ropes, fifty ina 
firing, fed by an afs, on which the driver 
rides, YU have feen three hundred in one ca- 
yavan. They carry the.thied part more than 
any horfe; but ‘tis. a particular art to load 
them, becaufe of the bunch on their backs. 
They feem to me very ugly creatures, their 
heads being ill-formed and difproportioned to 
their bodies. They carry all the burdens; 

and 
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and the beafts deflined to the plough, are 
buffaloes, an animal you are alfo unacquain- 
ted with. They are larger and more clumfy 
than an ox;!they have fhort thick black horns 
clofe to their heads, which grow turning 
backwards. They fay this horn looks very 
beautiful when ’tis well polifhed. They are 
all black, with very fhort hair on their hides, 
and have extremely little white eyes, that 
make them look jike devils. The country peo- 
ple dye their tails, and the hair of their fore~ 
head, red, by way of ornament. Horfes are 
not put here to any laborious work, nor are 
they at all fit for it. They are beautiful and 
full of fpirit, but generally little, and not 
firong, as the breed of colder countries; very 
gentle, howeyer, with all their vivacity, and 
alfo fwift and fure-footed. I have a little 
white favourite, that I would not part with on 
any terms; he prances under me with fo 
much fire, you would think that I had a great 
deal of courage to dare to mount him; yet 
TU affure you, I never rid a horfe fo much at 
" my command in my life. My fide-faddle is 
the 
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the firft that was ever feen in this part of the 
world, and is gazed at with as much wonder, 
as the thip of Columbus in the firft difeovery 
of America. Here are fome little birds, held 
in a fort of religious reverence, and, for that 
reafon, multiply prodigioufly: turtles, on the 
account of their innocence; and ftorks, be- 
caufe they are fuppofed to make every win- 
ter the pilgrimage to Mecca. To fay truth, 
they are the happieft fubjets under the Turk- 
ifh government, and are fo fenfible of their 
Privileges, that they walk the ftreets without 
fear, and generally build in the low parts of 
houfes. Happy are thofe whofe houfes are 
fo diftinguithed, as the vulgar Turks are per- 
feétly perfuaded, that they will not be, that 
year, attacked either by fire or peftilence. I 
have the happinefs of one of their facred nefts 
under my chamber-window. 


Now I am talking of my chamber, I re- 
member the defcription of the houfes here 
will be as new to you, as any birds or beafts. 
I fuppofe you have read, in moft of our ac- 
counts of Turkey, that their houfes are the 

moft 
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moft miferable pieces of building in the world. 
T can fpeak very learnedly on that fubjeéct, 
having been in fo many of them; and, I af 
fure you, ’tis no fuch thing. We are now 
lodged in a palace belonging to the grand fig- 
nior. I really think the manner of building 
here very agreeable, and proper for the coun- 
try. "Tis true, they are not at all folicitous 
to beautify the outfides of their houfes, and 
they are generally built of wood; which, I 
own, is the caufe of many inconvenienciess 
but this is not to be charged on the ill tafte 
of the people, but on the oppreffion of the 
government. Every houfe, at the death of 
its mafter, js at the grand fignior’s difpofal; 
and therefore, no man cares to make a great 
expence, which he is not fare his family will 
be the better for. All their defign is to build 
a houfe commodious, and that will Jaft their 
lives; and they are very indifferent if it falls 
‘down the year after, Every houfe, great and 
imall, is divided into two diftin€ parts, which 
only join together by a narrow paffage. The 
firft houfe has a large court before it, and 
open galleries all round it, which is to me 2 

thing 


LETTERS  t& 


thing very agreeable. This gallery leads to 
allthe chambers, which are commonly largey 
and with two rows of windows, the firft be- 
ing of painted glafs; they feldom build a- 
bove two ftories, each of which has galleries. 
The ftairs are broad, and not often above thire 
ty fleps. This is the houfe belonging to the 
lord, and the adjoining one is called the ba- 
ram, that is, the ladies apartment, (for the 
name of feraglio is peculiar to the grand fig- 
nior;) it has alfo a galtery running round it 
towards the garden, to which all the windows 
are turned, and the fame number of chambers 
as the other, but more gay and fplendid, both 
in painting and furniture. The fecond 
row of windows is very low, with grates like 
thofe of convents; the rooms are all {pread 
with Perfian carpets, and raifed at one end of 
them (my chambers are raifed at both ends) 
about two feet. This is the fofa, which is 
laid with a richer fort of carpet, and all round 
it a fort of couch, raifed half a foot, covered 
with rich filk, according to the fancy-or mag~ 
nificence of the owner. Mine is of fcarlet 
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cloth, with a gold fringe; round about this 
are placed, ‘ftanding againft the wall, two rows 
of cufhions, the firft very large, and the next, 
Jittle ones; and here the Turks difplay their 
greateft. magnificence. They are generally 
brocade, or embroidery of gold wire upon 
white fatin- ‘Nothing can look more gay 
and fpendid.— Thefe feats are alfo fo con- 
venient and eafy, that I believe I fhall never 


endure chairs as long as I live. ——The rooms 





are low, which I think no fault, and the ceil- 
ing is always of wood, generally inlaid, or 
painted, with flowers. They open in ma- 
ny place, with folding doors, and ferve for 
cabinets, I think, more conveniently than 
ours. Between the windows are little arches 
to fet pots of perfume, or batkets of flowers. 
But what pleafes me beft, is the fafhion of 
having marble fountains in the lower part of 
the room, which throw up feveral fpouts of 
water, giving, at the fame time, an agreeable 
coolnefs, and a pleafant dathing found, falling 
from one bafon to another. Some of thefe 
are very magnificent. Each houfe has a 


bagnio, 
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bagnio, which confifts generally in two or 
or three little rooms, leaded on the top, 
paved with marbie, with bafins, cocks, of wa- 
ter, and all conveniencies for either hot or 
cold baths, 


You wilt perhaps be furprifed at an ace 
count fo different from what you have been 
entertained with by the common voyage-wri- 
ters, who are very’ fond of {peaking of what 
they don’t know. It muft be under a very 
particular character, or on fome extraordinary 
occafion, thata Chriftian is admitted into the 
houfe of a man of quality; and their Aarams 
are always forbidden ground. ‘Thus they can 
only fpeak of the outfide, which makes no 
great appearance; and the women’s apart- 
ments are always built backward, removed 
from fight, and have no other profpect than 
the gardens, which are inclofed with very 
high walls. ‘Phere are none of our parterres 
in them; but they are planted with high 
trees, which give an agreeable fhade, and, 
to my fancy, a pleafing view. In the 
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midft of the garden is the chio/f, that is, a 
large room, commonly beautified with a fine 
fountain in the midft of it. It is raifed nine 
Or ten fteps, and inclofed with gilded latti- 
es, round which, vines, jeffamines, and ho« 
ney-fuckles, make a fort of green wall. Large 
trees are planted round this place, which is 
the {cene of their greateft pleafures, and 
where the ladies fpend moft of their hours, 
employed by their mufick or embroidery. 
~——In the publick gardens, there are publick 
cbiofks, where people go, that are not fo well 
accommodated at home, and drink their cof~ 
fee, therbet, oc. —— Neither are they ignorant 
of 2 more durable manner of building: their 
mofques are all of free-ftone, and the publick 
danns, or inns, extremely magnificent, many 
of them taking up a large {quare, built round 
with fhops under ftone arches, where poor 
artificers are lodged gratis. They have al- 
ways a mofque joining to them, and the body 
of the fann is 2 moft noble hall, capable of 
‘holding three or four hundred perfons, the 
court extremely fpacious, and cloifters round 
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it, that give it the air of our colleges. ¥ 
own, I think it a more reafonable piece of 
charity than the founding of convents.—~ 
{think I have now told you a great deal for 
once. If you don’t like my choice of fub- 
jects, tell me what you would have me 
write upon; there is no body more defi- 
Yous to entertain you, than, dear Mre. 


tr. 


Yours, So Ge 


ost 
thes 
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LET. XXXII. 
TO THE COUNTESS OUF—— 


Adrianople, April 18. 0. S. 


I WROTE to you, dear fifter, and to all 
my other Englith correfpondents, by the laf 
fhip, and only heaven can tell, when I thall 
have another opportunity of fending to you; 
but I cannot forbear to write again, though 
perhaps my letter may lie upon my hands this 
two months. To confefs the truth, my head 
is fo full of my entertaainment yefterday, 
that ’tis abfolutely neceffary for my own re- 
pofe, to give it fome vent. Without farther 
preface, I will then begin my ftory. 


I was invited to dine with the grand vi- 
zici’s lady, and it was with 2 great deal of 
pleafure I prepared myfelf for an entertain- 
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ment, which was never before given to 
any Chriftian. I thought I fhould very little 
fatisfy her curiofity, (which I did nor doubt 
was a confiderable motive to the invitation) 
by going in a drefs fhe was ufed to fec, and 
therefore drefled myfelf in the court habit of 
Vienna, which is much more magnificent than 
ours. However, I chofe to go incognite, to 
avoid any difputes about ceremony, and went 
in a Turkith-coach, only attended by my wo~ 
man, that held up my train, and the Greek 
lady, who was my interpretrefs. 1 was met 
at the court door by her black eunuch, who 
helped me out of the coach with great refpect, 
and conduéted me through feveral rooms, 
where her fhe-flaves, finely dreffed, were 
ranged on cach fide. In the innermoft, 1 
found the lady fitting on her fofa, in a fable 
veft. She advanced to meet me, and prefent- 
ed me half a dozen of her friends, with great 
civility. She feemed a very good woman, 
near fifty years old. 1 was furprifed to ob- 
ferve fo little magnificence in her houfe, the 
furniture being all very moderate; and, ex- 
cept the habits and number of her flaves, no- 
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thing. about her appeared etpenfive. She 
guefied at my thoughts, and told me the was 
no longer of an age to {pend cither her time 
or money in fuperfluities; that her whole 
expence was in charity, and her whole em- 
yloyment praying to God. There was no 
affeAation in this fpeech; both fhe and her 
huftand are entirely given up to devotion. 
He never Icoks upon any other woman; and, 
what is much more extraordinary, touches no 
bribes, notwithftanding the example of all 
his predeceffors. He is fo feruputous on this 
point, he would not accept Mr. W --. s’ pre- 
fenz, till he had been affured over and over, 
that it wes a fettled perquifite of his place, 
at the entrance of every ambaffador, She 
entertained me with all kind of civility, till 
dinner came in, which was ferved, one difh 
¢, to a vait number, all finely dreffed 





ata ty 
after thicr manner, which I don’t think fo bad 
as you have perhaps heard it reprefented. 1 
am a very good judge of their eating, having 
Kived three weeks in the Foufe of an fendi 
at Belgrade, who gave us very magnificent 
dinners, dreffed by his own cooks. ‘The firft 

week 
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week they pleafed me extremely; but, I own, 
then begun to grow weary of their table, 
and defired our own cook might add a dith 
or two after our manner. But I attribute 
this to cuftom, and am very much inclined to 
believe, that an Indian, who had never tafted 
of cither, would prefer their cookery to ours. 
Their fauces are very high, all the roaft very 
much done. They ufe a great deal of very 
rich fpice. The foop is ferved for the lait 
dithy and they have, at leait, as great a va~ 
riety of ragouts, as we have. I was very for- 
ry I could not eat of as many as the good 
lady would have had me, who was very ear~ 
neft in ferving me of every thing, The treat 
concluded with coffee and perfumes, which is 
a high mark of refpect; two flaves kneeling 
cenfed my hair, clothes, and handkerchief. Afe 
ter this ceremony, fhe commanded her flaves 
to play and dance, which they did with their 
guitars in their hands, and th excufed to me 
their want of ikiil, faying fhe took no care 
to accomplith them in that art. 


I rerurnep. her thanks, and, foon 
13. after, 
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after, took my leave. I was condutted back 
in the fame manner I. entered, and would 
have gone ftraight tomy own houfes bit the 
Greek lady with me, carneftly folicited me 
to vifit the kahya’s lady, faying, he was the 
fecond officer in the empire, and ought ine 
deed to be looked upon as the firft, the grand 
vizier having only the name, while he exer- 
cifed the authority. J had found fo little di- 
verfion in the vizier’s baram, that I had no 
mind to go into another. But her importu~ 
nity prevailed with me, and I am extremely 
glad I was fo complaifant. AH things here 
‘were with quite another air than at the grand: 
vizier’s; and the very houfe confeffed the dif- 
ference between an old devotee, and a young 
beauty. It was nicely clean and magnificent. 
I was met at the door by two black eunuchs, 
who led me throngh a long gallery, between 
two ranks of beautiful young girls, with their 
hair finely plaited, almoft hanging to their 
feet, all dreffed in fine light damatks, brocaded 
with filver. I was forry that decency did not 
permit me to flop to confider them nearer. 
But that thought was Joft upon my entrance 

into 
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into a large room, or rather pavillion, built 
round with gilded fafhes, which were moft 
of them thrown wp, and the trees planted 
near them gave an agreeable fhade, which 
hindered the fun from being troublefome. 
The jeflamines and honey-fuckles that twifted 
round their trunks, fhed a.foft perfume, in- 
creafed by a white marble fountain playing 
fweet water in the lower.part of the room, 
which fell.into three or.four bafons, with a 
pleafing found.. The roof was painted with 
all forts of flowers, falling out of gilded bai 
kets, that feemed tumbling down. On a fo- 
fa, raifed three. fteps, and covered with fine 
Perfian-carpets; fat the kabya’s lady, leaning 
on cufhions of white fatin, embroidered; and 
at her. feet fat two young girls about twelve 
years old, lovely as angels, dreffed perfectly 
rich, and almoft covered with jewels. But 
they were hardly feen near the fair Fatima, 
. (for that is her name) fo much her beauty 
effaced every thing I have feen, nay, all that 
has been calied lovely either in England or 
Germany. I muft own, that I never faw 
ny thing fo glorioufly beautiful, nor can I 
14 recollect 
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recolle& a face that would have been taken 
notice of near hers. She ftood up to receive 
me, faluting me after their fathion, putting 
her hand to her heart with a fweetnefs full 
of majefty, that no court-breeding could ever 
give. She ordered cufhions to be given me, 
and took care to place me in the corner, 
which is the place of honour. 1 confefe, 
though the Greek lady had before given me 
a great opinion of her beauty, I was fo ftrack 
with admiration, that I could not, for fome 
time, {peak to her, being wholly taken up in 
gazing. That furprifing harmony of features! 
that charming refult of the whole! that ex- 
at propertion of body! that jovely bloom 
of complexion unfullied by art! the unutter- 
able enchantment of her fmile!— But her 
eyes!—large and black, with all the foft lan- 
guifhment of the blue! every turn of her face 
difcovering fome new grace, 


AFTER my firft furprife was over, I en+ 
deavoured, by nicely examining her face, to 
find out fome imperfeétion, without any fruit 
of my fearch, but my being ciearly convin- 

s eed 
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ced of the error of that vulgar notion, that a 
face exactly proportioned, and perfectly beau- 
tiful, would not be agreeavle; nature having 
done for her, with more fuccefs, what Apel- 
les is faid to have eflayed, by a collection of 
the moft exat features, to form a perfed 
face. Add to all this, a behaviour fo full of 
grace and fweetnefs, fuch eafy motions, with 
an air fo majeftic, yet free from ftiffnefs or 
affeCtation, that I am perfuaded, could the be 
fuddenly tranfported upon the moft polite 
throne of Europe, no body would think her: 
other than born and bred to be a queen, 
though educated in a country we call bar-. 
barous. To fay all in a word, our moft ce- 
lebrated Englith beauties would vanifh near 
her, 


Sue was dreffed in a caftan of gold bro. 
cade, flowered with filver, very well fitted to 
her thape, and thewing to advantage the beau- 
ty of her bofom, only fhaded by the thin 
gauze of her fhift. Her drawers were pale 
pink, her waiftcoat green and filver, her flip- 
pers white fatin finely embroidered: her. 

Is lovely. 
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lovely arms adorned with bracelets of dias 
monds, and her broad girdle fet round with. 
diamonds; upon her head a rich Turkifh 
handkerchief of pink and filver, her own fine 
black hair“hanging a great length, in various 
treffes, and on one fide of her head fome bod- 
‘kins of jewels. Iam afraid you will accufe 
me of extravagance in this defcription. I 
think I have read fomewhere, that women 
always {peak in rapture, when they fpeak of 
beauty, and I cannot imagine why they 
fhould not be allowed to do fo. I rather 
think it a virtue to be able to admire without 
any mixture of defire or envy. The graveft 
writers have fpoken with great warmth, of 
fome celebrated pi€tures and ftatues. The 
workmanthip of Heaven, certainly excels all 
our weak imitations, and, I think, has a much 
better claim to our praife. For my part, I 
am not afhamed to own, I took more plea- 
fare in looking on the beauteous Fatima, than 
the fineft piece of {eulpture could have given 
me. She told me, the two girls at her feet 
were her daughters, though fhe appeared too 
young to be their mother. Her fair maids 
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were ranged below the fofa, to the number 
of twenty, and put me in mind of the pic- 
tures of the ancient nymphs. 1 did not think 
all nature could have furnifhed fuch a fcene 
of beauty. She made them a fign to play 
and dance. Four of them immediately be~ 
gun to play fome foft airs on inftruments, 
between a lute and a guitar, which they ac- 
companied with their voices, while the o- 
thers danced by turns. This dance was ve- 
ty different from what I had {cen before, 
Nothing could .be more artful, or more pro- 
per to raife certain ideas. The tunes fo foft! 
-—the motion fo languifhing !~accompani- 
ed with paufes and dying eyes! half-falling 
_ back, and then recovering theinfelves in fo 
astful'a manner, that Iam very pofitive, the 
coldeft and moft rigid prude upon earth 
could not have looked upon them without 
thinking of fomething not to be fpoke of.—— 
I fuppofe you may have read that the Turks 
have no.mufick, but what is fhocking to the 
ears; but this account is from thofe who ne- 
ver heard any but what is played in the ftreets, 
and is juft as reafonable, as if a foreigner 
16 fhould 


204 LETTERS 


thould take his ideas of Englifh mufick, from 
the bladder and fring, orthemarrow-bones and 
cleavers. 1 can affure you that the mufick is 
extremely pathetic; “tis true, I am inclined 
to prefer the Italian, but perhaps I am partial. 
am acquainted with a Greek lady who fings 
better than Mrs. Robinfon, and is very well 
fkilled in both, who gives the preference to 
the Turkith. Tis certain they have very fine 
natural voices; thefe were very agreeable. 
When the dance was over, four fair flaves 
¢ame into the room, with filver cenfers in 
their hands, and perfumed the air with am- 
ber, alocs-wood, and other fcents. After this, 
they ferved me coffee upon their knees, in the 
fineft japan china, with /oucoups of filver, gilt. 
The lovely Fatima entertained me, all this 
while, in the moft polite agreeable manner, 
calling me often uzelle fultanam, or the beau- 
tiful fultana; and defiring my friendship 
with the beft grace in the world, lamenting 
that fhe could not entertain me in my own 
Tanguage. 


‘Wuen I took my leave, two maids brought 
in 
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in a filver bafket of embroidered handker- 
chiefs; the begged I would wear the richeft 
for her fake, and gave the others to my wo- 
Man and interpretrefs. I retired through 
the fame ceremonies as before, and could not 
help thinking, I had been fome time in Mae 
homet’s paradife; fo much was I charmed with 
what I had feen. I know not how the rela- 
‘tion of it appears to you. I wih it may 





give you part of my pleafure; for I would 
have my dear fitter fhare in all the diverfions 
of 


Yours, be. 


LET. 
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TO THE ABBOT 





Adriancple, May 17. O. S.. 


T AM- going to leave Adrianople, and I- 
would not do it without giving you fome ac- 
count of all that is curious in it, which I have 
taken a great deal of pains to fee. I will 
not trouble: you with wife differtations, whie- 
ther or no this is the fame city, that was an- 
ciently called Oreftefit or Orefte, which you 
know better thanI'do. It is now. called from 
the emperor Adrian, and was the firlt Euro- 
pean feat of the Turkith empire, and has been 
the favourite refidence of many fultans. Ma- 
homet the fourth, and Muftapha, the brother 
of the reigning emperor, were fo fond of it, 
that they wholly abandoned Conftantinople; 
which humour fo far exafperated the janiza- 
tics, that it was a confiderable motive to the 
: rebel- 
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rebellions that depofed them. Yet this man 
feems to love to keep his court here. I can 
give you no reafon for this partiality. "Tis 
true, the fituation is fine, and the country alt 
round very beautiful; but the air is extreme 
ly bad, and the feraglio itfelf, is not free from 
the ill effect of it. The town is faid to be 
eight miles in compafs, I fuppofe they reckon 
in the gardens. There are fome good hou- 
fes in it, I mean large ones; for the architec- 
ture of their palaces never makes any great 
fhew. It is now very full of people; but 
they are moft of them fuch as follow the 
court, or camp; and when they are remored, 
I am told, tis no populous city. The river 
Maritza (anciently the Hebrus) on which it is 
fituated, it dried up every fummer, which cons 
tributes very much to make it unwholefome. 
It is now a very pleafant ftream. There are 
two noble bridges built over it. I had the 
curiofity to go to fee the exchange in my 
Turkith drefs, which is difguife fuficient. Yet 
¥ own, I was not very cafy when I faw it, 
crowded with janizaries; but they dare not 
be rude to a woman, and made way for me 

with 
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with as much refpeét, as if I had been in my 
own figure. It is half a mile in length, the 
roof arched, and kept extremely neat. It holds 
three hundred and fixty-five fhops, furnifhed 
with all forts of rich goods, expofed to fale 
in the fame manner as at the new exchange 
in London. But the pavement is kept much 
neater; and the thops are all fo clean, they 
feem juft new painted. — Idle people of all 
forts walk here for their diverfion, or amufe 
themfelves with drinking coffee, or fherbet, 
which is cried about as oranges and f{weet- 
Meats are in our play-houfes. I obferved 
moft of the rich tradefmen were Jews. That 
people are in incredible power in this country. 
They have many privileges above all the na- 
tural Turks themfelves, and have formed a 
very confiderable commonwealth here, being 
judged by their own laws. They have drawn 
the whole trade of the empire into their 
hands, parcly by the firm union amongft them- 
felves, and pastly by the idle temper and want. 
‘of induftry in the Turks. Every bafffa has his 
Jew, who is his homme d'affaires: he is let 


into all his fecrets, and docs all his bufinefs. 
No 
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No bargain is made, nobribe received,no mere 
chandife difpofed of, but what paffes through 
their hands. They are the phyficians, the 
Rewards, and the interpreters of all the great 
men. You may judge how advantageous this 
is to a people who never fail to make ufe of 
the fmalleft advantages. They have found the 
fecret of making themfelves fo neceffary, that 
they are certain of the protection of the court, 
whatever miniftry is in power. Even the 
Englith, French, and Italian merchants, who 
ate fenfible of their artifices, are, however, 
forced to truft their affairs to their negotia- 
tion, nothing of trade being menaged with- 
out them, and the meaneft amongft them be- 
ing too important to be difobliged, fince the 
whole body take care of his interefts, with as 
much vigour as they would thofe of the moft 
confiderable of their members. They are ma~ 
ny of them vaftly rich, but they take care to 
make little publick thew of it; though they 
live in their houfes in the utmoft luxury and 
magnificence. : This copious fubject has drawn 
me fram my defcription of the exchange, 

founded 
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founded by Ali Baffa, whofe name it bears. 
Near it is the /oer/ti, a ftreet of 2 mile in 
Jength, full of fhops of alf kind of fine mer+ 
chandifé, but exceffive dear, nothing being 
madehere. It is covered on the top with 
boards, to keep out the rain, that merchants 
may meet conveniently in: all weathers. The 
befiten near it, is another exchange, built up+ 
on pillars, where all forts of Korfe-furniture 
is fold: glittering every where with gold, rich 
embroidery, and jewels, it makes a very 2- 
greeable thew. From this place I went, in 
my Turkith coach, to the camp, which is to 
move in a few days to the frontiers. The 
fultan is already gone to his tents, and all his 
courts; the appearance of them is, indecds 
very magnificent. Thofe of the great men 
are rather like palaces than tents, taking up 
@ great compafs of ground, and being divi- 
ded into a vaft number of apartments: They 
are all of green, and the daffas of three tails, 
fiave thofe enfigns of their power, placed in 
‘a very confpicuous manner before their tents, 
which are adorned on. the top with gilded 
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balls, more or lefs, according to their different 
ranks, The ladies go in coaches to. fee the 
camp, as eagerly, as ours did to that of Hide- 
park; but ‘tis very eafy to obferve, that the 
foldiers do not begin the campaign with any 
great cheerfulnefs. The war is a general 
grievance upon the people, but particularly 
hard upon the tradefmen, now that the grand 
fignior is refolved to lead his army im perfon. 
Every company of them is obliged, upon this 
occafion, to make a prefent according to their 
ability. 


I roox the pains of rifing at fix in the 
morning to fee the ceremony, which did not, 
however, begin till eight. The grand fignior 
‘was at the feraglio window, to fee the procef- 
fion, which paffed through the principal ftreets. 
Tt was preceded by an effendi, mounted on 
acamel, richly furnithed, reading aloud the 
alcoran, finely bound, laid upon a cufhion, 
He was furrounded by a parcel of boys, in 
white, finging fome verfes of it, followed by 
a man dreffed in green boughs, reprefenting a 
chean hufbandman fowing feed, After him 
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feveral reapers, with garlands of ears of corn, 
as Ceres is pi€tured, with fcythes in their 
hands, feeming to mow. Then a little ma~ 
chine drawn by oxen, in which was a wind- 
mill, and boys employed in grinding carn, 
followed by another machine, drawn by buf- 
faloes, carrying am oven, and two more boys, 
one employed in kneading the bread, and 
another in drawing it out of the oven. Thefe 
boys threw little cakes on both fides amongit 
the crowd, and were followed by the whole 
company of bakers, marching on foot, two by 
two, in their beft cloaths, with cakes, loaves, 
patties, and pies of all forts on theif beads, 
and after them two buffoons, or jack-puddings, 
with their faces and cloaths fmeared with 
meal, who diverted the mob with their antic 
geftures. In the fame manner followed all 
the companies of trade in the empire; the 
nobler fort, fuch as jewellers, mercers, oe. 
finely mounted, and many of the pageants 
thatreprefent their trades, perfectly magnifi~ 
cent; amongft which, that of the furriers 
made one of the beft figures, being a very 
ldege machine, fet round with the ikins of er~ 
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mines, foxes, @&c. fo well ftuffed, that the a. 
nimals feemed-to be alive, and followed by 
mafick and dancers. I believe they were, up- 
on the whole, twenty thoufand men, all rea- 
dy to follow his highnefs, if he commanded 
them. The rear was clofed by the volunteers, 
who came to beg the honour of dying in his 
fervice. This part of the thew feemed to me 
fo barbarous, that I removed from the wine 
dow upon the firft appearance of it. They 
were all naked to the middle. Some had 
their arms pierced through with arrows, left 
flicking in them. Others had them fticking 
in their heads, the blood trickling down their 
faces. Some flathed their arms with fharp 
knives, making the blood fpring out upon 
thofe that ftood there; and this is looked up- 
on as an expreffion of their zeal for glory. 
I am told that fome make ufe of it to ad- 
vance their love; and, when they are near 
the window where. their miftrefs ftands, (all 
the women in town being veiled to fee this 
fpetacle) they ftick another arrow for her 
fake, who gives fome fizn of approbation and 
encouragement to this guilantry. The whole 
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thew lafted for near cight hours, to my great 
forrow, who was heartily tired, though I was 
in the houfe of the widow of the captain baf- 
fa (admiral) who refrefhed me with coffee, 
fweet-meats, fherbet, ec. with all poffible ci- 
vility. 


I wENT two days after, to fee the mofque 
of fultan Selim I. which is a building very 
well worth the curiofity of atraveller. I was 
dreffed in my Turkifh habit, and admitted 
without f{cruple ; though I believe they guef- 
fed who I was, by the extreme officioufnefs 
of the door-keeper, to thew me every part of 
it. It is fituated very advantageoufly in the 
midft of the city, and, in the higheft part of 
it, making a very noble thew. The firft 
court has four gates, and the innermoft three. 
‘They are both of them furrounded with cloif- 
ters, with marble pillars of the Ionic order, 
finely polifhed, and of very lively colours ; 
the whole pavement is of white marble, and 
the roof of the cloifters divided into feveral 
cupolas or domes, headed with gilt balls on 
the top. In the midft of each court, are fine 

foun- 
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fountains of white marble; and, before the 
Great gate of the mofque, a portico, with 
green marbie pillars, which has five gatesy 
the body of the mofque being one prodigious 
dome. I underftand fo little of archite@ure, 
T dare not pretend to {peak of the proportions. 
It feemed to be very regular; this I am fure 
of, it is vattly high, and I thought it the no- 
dleft building I-ever faw. It has two rows 
of marble galleries on pillars, with marble 
baluftres-; the pavement is alfo marble, co~ 
vered with Perfian carpets. In my opinion, 
it is a great addition to its beauty, that it is 
not divided into pews, and incumbered with 
forms and benches like our churches ; nor the 
pillars (which are. moft of them red and white 
marble) disfigured by the little tawdry ima- 
ges and pidtures, that give Roman-catholic 
churches the air of toy-fhops. The walls 
feemed to me inlaid with fuch very lively co- 
Tours, in fmall flowers, that I could not ima- 
gine what ftones had been made ufe of. But 
going nearer, I faw they were crufted with 
japan china, which has a very beautiful effect. 
In the midft hung a vaft lamp of filver, gilts 
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befides which, I do verily believe, there were 
at leaft two thoufand of a leffer fize. This 
muft look very glorious, when they art 
all lighted; but being at night, no women are 
fuffered to enter. Under the large lamp, is 
a great pulpit of carved wood, gilt; and, juft 
by, a fountain to wath, which you know, 
is an effential part of their devotion. In one 
corner, is a little gallery, inclofed with gilded 
lattices, for the grand fignior. At the up- 
per end, a large niche, very like an altar, raif- 
ed two fteps, covered with gold brocade, and, 
ftanding before it, two filver gilt candlefticks, 
the height of a man, and in them, white wax 
candles, as thick as a man’s waift. The out- 
fide of the mofque is adorned with towers, 
vaftly high, gilt on the top, from whence the 
imaums call the people to prayers. had the 
curiofity to go up one of them, which is con- 
trived fo artfully, as to give furprife to all 
that fee it. There is but one door, which 
Yeads to three diffefent {tair-cafes, going to 
the three different ftories of the tower, in 
fuch a manner, that three priefts may afcend, 
rounding, without ever meeting each other; 
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% contrivince very much admired. Behind 
the mofque, is an exchange full of fhops, 
where poor artificers are lodged gratis. 1. 
faw feveral dervifes at their prayers heré. 
They are dreffed in a plain piece of woolen, 
with their atms bare, and a woolen cap on 
their heads, like a high crowned hat without 
brims. I went to fee fome other mofques, 
built after the fame manner, but not compa- 
table, in point of magnificence, to this I have 
defcribed, which is infinitely beyond any 
church in Germany or England; I won't talk . 
of other countries I have not feen, The — 
feraglio does not feem a very magnificent pa- 
Jace. But the gardens are very large, plen- 
tifully fupplied with water, and full of trees; 
which is all E know of them, having never 
been in them. 


I TELL you nothing of the order of Mr. 
‘W-—’s entry, and his audience. ‘Thefe 
things are always the fante, and have been fo 
often defcribed, I won’t trouble you with the 
repetition, The young prince, about eleven 
years old, fits near his father, when he gives 
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audience: he is a handfome boy; -but, proba- 
bly, will not immediately fucceed the fui:an, 
there being two fous: of {ultan Muitapha {nis 
eldeft brother) remaining; the eldeft avout 
twenty years old, on whom the hopes of the 
people are fixed. This reign has been bloody 
and avaricious. Iam apt to believe, they 
are very impatient to fee the end of it. 


Tam, Sir, your, dc. de. 


P. &. I will write to you again from Con- 
ftantinople. 


LET. 
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LET. XXXV. 


TO THE aBBOT— 


Conftantinople, May 29. O. S. 


I HAVE had the advantage of very fine 
weather, all my journey; and as the fummer 
is now in its beauty, I enjoyed the pleafure 
of fine profpe€ts; and the meadows being 
full of all forts of garden flowers, and fweet 
herbs, my berlin perfumed the air as it pref 
fed them. The grand fignior furnithed us 
with thirty-covered waggons for our baggage, 
and five coaches of the country for my women, 
We: found the road full of the great {pahis 
and their cquipages coming out of Afia to the 
war. They always travel with tents; but F 
chofe to lie in houfes all the way. 1 will 
not trouble you with the names of the villa- 
ges we paffed, in which there was nothing 
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remarkable, but at Ciorlci, where there wag 
@ conac, or little feraglio, built for the ufe of 
the grand fignior, when he goes this road. I 
had the’ curiofity to view all the apartments 
deftined for the ladies of his court. They 
were in the midit of a thick grove of trees, 
made freth by fountains; but I was moft fur- 
prifed to fee the walls almoft covered with 
little diftiches of Turkith verfe, wrote with 
pencils. I made my interpreter explain them 
to me, and I found feveral of them very well 
turned; though J eafily believed him, that” 
they had oft much of their beauty in the 
tranflation. One was literally thus in Eng- 
lith : 


We come into this world; we lodgc, and we 


depart ; 
He never goes, that’s kdged within my 
heart. 


Te reft of cur journey was through fine 
fainted meadows, by the fide of the fea of. 
Maumora, the ancient Propontis. We lay the 
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next night at Selivrea, anciently a noble town. 
Tis now 2 good fea-port, and neatly built e- 
nough, and has a bridge of thirty-two arches. 
Here is a famous ancient Greek church. | 
had given one of my coaches to 2 Greek lady, 
who defired the conveniency of travelling with 
ime; fhe defigned to pay her devotions, and I 
was glad of the opportunity of going with. 
her. I found it an ill-built edifice, fet out 
with the fame fort of ornaments, but lefa rich, 
asthe Roman-catholic churches. ‘They thew- 
ed me a faint’s body, where I threw a piece 
of money; and a pidture of the virgin Mary, 
drawn by the hand of St. Luke, very little to 
the credit of his painting but, however, the: 
fineft Madona of Italy, is not more famous 
for her miracles. The Greeks have a mon- 
ftrous tafte in their pictures, which, for more 
finery, are always drawa. upon 2 gold ground, 
You may imagine what a gaod air this has: 
but they have no notion, cither of fhade or 
-proportion. They have a bithop here, who 
officiated in his purple robe, and fent me a 
candle almof as big as myfelf for a prefent, 
B3 when, 
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when I was at my lodging. We lay that 
night at a town called Bujuk Cekmege, or 
Great Bridge; and the night following, at 
Kujuk Cekmege, or Little Bridge, in a very 
pleafant lodging, formerly a moriaftery of der- 
vifes, having before it a large court, encom- 
paffed with marble cloifters, with a good 
fountain in the middle- The profpe€t from 
this place, and the gardens round it, is the 
moft agreeable I have feen; and fhews, that 
monks of all religions, know how to chufe 
their retirements. "Tis now belonging to a 
4 zia or {choolmafter, who teaches boys here. 
1 atked him to fhew me his own apartment, 
and was furprifed to fee him point to a tall 
cyprefs tree in the garden, on the top of which 
was a place for a bed for himfclf, and a lit- 
tle lower, one for his wife and two children, 
who flept there every night. I was fomuch 
diverted with the fancy, I refolved to examine 
his neft nearer; but after going up fifty fteps, 
I found I had ftill fifty to go up, and then I 
muft climb from branch to branch, with fome 
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hazard of my neck. I thought it therefore 
the beft way to come down again. 


We arrived the next day at Conftantino- 
ple; but I can yet tell you very little of it, 
all my time having been taken up with receiv- 
ing vifits, whichare, at leaft, a very good enter- 
tainment to the eyes, the young women being 
all beauties, and their beauty highly improved 
by the high tafte of their drefs. Our palace 
is in Pera, which is no more a fuburb of Con-'* 
ftantinople, than Weftminfter is a fuburb to 
London. All the ambaffadors are lodged ve- 
ry near each other. One part of our houfe 
thews us the port, the city, and the feraglio, 
and the diftant hills of Afia; perhaps, all to- 
gether, the moft beautiful profpe& in the 
world. 


A cERTAIN French author fays, Conftan- 
tinople is twice as big as Paris, Mr. W——y 
is unwilling to own ’tis bigger than London, 
though I confefs it appears: to me to be fo; 
but I don’t betieve it is fo populous. The bu- 
tying fields about it are certainly much lar 
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ger than the whole city. "Tis furprifing what 
a vaft deal of land is lof} this way in 
Turkey. Sometimes I have feen burying pla- 
ces of feveral miles, belonging to very incon- 
fiderable villages, which were formerly: great 
towns, and retain no other mark of their an 
cient grandeut, than this difmal one. On no 
occafion do they ever remove a ftone that ferves 
for a monument. Some of them arc coftly 
- enough, being of very fine marble, They 
fet up a pillar, with a carved turbant on the 
top of it, to.the memory of a mans and as 
the turbants, by their different thapes, thew 
the quality or profeffion, ’tis in a manner put- 
ting up che arms of the deceafed. Befides, 
the pillar ccmmonly bears an infcription in 
gold letters. The ladies have a fimple pillar, 
without other ornament, except thofe that die 
unmarried, who have a rofe on the top of their 
monument. The fepulchres of particular fae 
milies are railed in, and planted round with 
trees. Thofe of the fultans, and fome great 
men, have lamps conftantly burning in 
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Warn I {poke of their religion, I forgot 
to mention two particularities, one of which 
Thad 'read of, but it feemed fo add to mé, I 
could not believe it; yet ’tis certainly true 5 
that when a man has divorced his wife, in the 
moft folemn manner, he can take her again, 
upon no other terms, than permitting another 
man to pafs a night with bers and there are 
fome examples of thofe, who have fubmitted 
to this law, rather than not have back their 
beloved. The other point of dodtrine is very 
extraordinary. Any woman that dies unmare 
Hed, is looked upon to die in a itate of re- 
probation. To confirm this belief, they rea- 
fon, that the end of the creation of woman, 
is to increafe and multiply; and that the is 
only properly employed in the works of her 
calling, when the is bringing forth children, 
or taking care of them, which are all the vire 
tues that God expeéts from her, And ine 
deed, their way of life, which thuts them out 
af all public commerce, does not permit them 
any other. Our vulgar notion, that they don’t 
ewa women tohave any fouls, is a miftake. 
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*Tis true, they fay, they are not of fo elevat- 
ed a kind, and therefore muft not hope to be 
admitted into the paradife appointed for the 
men, who are to be entertained by celeftial 
beauties. But there is a place of happinefs 
deftined for fouls of the inferior order, where 
all good women are to be in eternal blifs. 
Many of them are very fuperftitious, and will 
not remain widows ten days, for fear of dy- 
ing in the reprobate ftate of a ufelefs creature. 
But thofe that like their liberty, and are not 
flaves to their religion, content themfelves 
with marrying when they are afraid of dying. 
This is a piece of theology, very different 
from that, which teaches nothing to be more 
acceptable to God, than a vow of perpetual 
virginity :- which divinity is moft rational, I 
leave you to determine. 


I wave already made fome progrefs in a 
collection of Greek medals. Here are feve- 
ral profeffed antiquaries, who are ready ta 
ferve any body that defires them. But you 
cannot imagine how they ftare in my face, 
when I inquire about them, as if nobody:was 
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permitted to feek after medals, till they were 
grown a picce of antiquity themfelves. ~I have 
got fome very valuable ones of the Macedo~ 
nian kings, particularly one of Perfeus, fo 
lively, I fancy I can fee alt his ill qualities in 
his face. I have a porphyry head finely cuty 
of the true Greek fculpture ; but who it 
reprefents, is to be gueffed at by the learned 
when J return. For you are not to fuppofe 
thefe antiquaries (who are all Greeks) know 
any thing. Their trade is only to fell; they 
have correfpondents at Aleppo, Grand Cairo, 
in-Arabia and Paleftine, who fend them all 
they can find, and very often great heaps, that 
are only fit to melt into pans and kettles. 
They get the beft price they can for any of 
them, without knowing thofe that are valu- 
able, from thofe that are not. Thofe that 
pretend to tkill, generally find out the image 
of fome faint in the medals of the Greek ci- 
ties. One of them, fhewing me the figure 
ofa Pallas, with a viétory in her hand on a 
reverfe, affured me, it was the Virgin, holding 
a crucifix. The fame man offered me the 
head of a Socrates, on a fardonix; and, to 
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enhance the value, gave him the title of 
“faint Auguftine. I have befpoke a mummy, 
which I hope will come fafe to my hands, 
notwithftanding the misfortune which befel a 
very fine one defigned for the king of Swes 
den. He gave a great price for it, and the 
"Furke took it into their heads, that he muft . 
have fome confiderable project depending upe 
on it, They fancied it the body of, God 
knows who, and that the ftate of the empire 
anyftically depended on the confervation of it. 
Some old prophecies were remembered upon 
this occafion, and the mummy committed pri- 
foner to the Seven Towers, where it bas reo 
mained under clole confinement ever fince, 
1 dare not try my intereit in fo confiderable 
a point, as the seleafe of ity but I bope mine 
will pais without examination. I can tell 
you nothing more at prefent of this famous 
tity. When I have looked a little about me, 
you shali hear from me again, J am, Sis, 


Your, dc, bes 


LET. 


LETTERS. 29 


LET. XXXVI 


TO MR. POPE 


Belgrade Village, June 17. O. S. 


HOP®, before this time, you have re- 
ceived two or three of my letters. I had 
yours but yefterday, though dated the third 
of February, in which you fuppofe me to be 
dead and buried. I have already let you 
know, that I am ftill alive; but to fay truth, 
T look upon my prefent circumftances to be 
exadtly the fame with thofe of departed {pi- 
tits. The heats of Conftantinople have dri- 
ven me to this place, which perfectly an- 
fwers the defcription of the Elyfian fields. 
Tam in the middle of a wood, confifting 
chiefly of fruit-trees, watered by a vat num- 
ber of fountains, famous for the excellency of 
their water, and divided into many fhady 


walks, upon fhort grafs, that fezms to me ar- 
tificial, 
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tificial, but, I am affured, is the pure work of 
nature ——~within’ view of the Black 
fea, from whence we perpetually enjoy the 
refrethment of cool breezes, that make us in 
fenfible of the heat of the fummer, ‘The vil~ 
lage is only inhabited by the richeft amongft 
the Chriftians, who mect every night at 2 
fountain, forty paces from my houfe, to fing 
and dance. The beauty and drefs of the wo- 
men exaétly refemble the ideas of the ancient 
nymphs, as they are given us by the repre- 
fentations of the poets and painters. But 
what perfuades me more fully of my deceafe, 
is the fituation of my own mind, the pro- 
found ignorance I am in, of what paffes a- 
mong the living (which only comes to me by 
chance) and the great calmnefs with which 
Treceive it. Yet F have ftill a hankering 
after my friends and acquaintances left in the 
world, according to the authority of that ad- 
mirable author, 


That fpirits departed are wondrous kind 
To friends and relations left behind: 
Which no body can deny. 
of 
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Of which folemn truth, I ama dead inftance. 
I think Virgil is of the fame opinion, that in 
human fouls there will ftill be fome. remains 
of human paflions: 


——Cure non ipfe in morte relinquunt. 


And ’tis very nteceflary, to make a perfeét ely- 

fium, that there thould be a river Lethe,” 
which Iam not fo happy as to find. To fay 

truth, Iam fometimes very weary of the fing- 
ing and dancing, and funthins, and with for 

the fmoke and impertinences in which you: 

toil; though I endeavour to perfuade myfelf, 
that I live in a more agreeable variety than 

you do; and that Monday, fetting of par- 

tridges; Tuefday, reading Englith, Wednef 
day, ftudying in the Turkith language, (in 
which, by the way, I am already very learn- 
ed;) Thurfday, claffical authors; Friday, fpent 
in writing; Saturday, at my needle, and Sun- 
“day, admitting of vifits, and hearing of mu- 
fick, is a better way of difpofing of the week, 

than Monday, at the drawing-room; Tuef- 
day, lady Mohun’s; Wedunefday, at the ope- 
ray 
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ra; Thurfday, the play; Friday, Mrs. Chet- 
wynd’s, @&c. a perpetual round of hearing 
the fame feandal, and feeing the fame follies 
aéted over and over, which here affect me no 
more than they do other dead people. Ican 
now hear of difpleafing things with pity, and 
without indignation. The reflection on the 
great gulph between you and me, cools all 
news that come hither. I can neither be 
fenfibly touched with joy or grief, when I con- 
fider, that pollbly the caufe of cither is re- 
moved, before the letter comes to my hands. 
But (as 1 faid before) this indolence does not 
extend to my few friendthips; I am ftill 
warmly fenfible of yours and Mr. Congreve’s, 
and defire to live in your remembrance, 
though dead to all the world befide. 


Tam, &c. &c. 


Exp of the First VoLuseg. 


